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PREFACE. 



It is universally admitted — that the subject of these 
pages has not only been greatly neglected in the past, 
but that even now there prevails an almost total indiffer- 
ence to it. This is exceedingly to be regretted ; for if, 
in the wide domain of life, there exist beings — denomi- 
nated angels — who take a leading part in the administra- 
tion of nature, the ruling of empires, and the guardian- 
ship of saints, it is surely both our duty and interest to 
learn ail we can respecting them. But, alas ! the piety 
of our day has too little of heaven in it. We desiderate 
that old faith which held intimate fellowship with invisi- 
ble realities, and bowed lovingly, yet reverentially in the 
shadow of holy mysteries. Once in possession of this 
divine principle, we should ever feel — ^that, while our 
creed has its manifold difficulties, and even fears, it has 
also its transcendent grandeurs and hopes, and is there- 
fore infinitely superior to the poor, icy dogmas of 
materialism. 

" Anything," observes a celebrated divine, " which dis- 
places the present jealousy of what is supernatural, or 
abolishes the timidity of faith, must contribute, more or 
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less, to Christian experience and the practical life of 
religion." Such, in some humble measure, is the direct 
aim of this work. 

The Author has avoided all manner of fanciful inter- 
pretation, wild conjecture, and unjustifiable criticism, and 
examined every sentiment and argument by that Volume 
which is the only test that never fails — the divine stan- 
dard by which all human compositions must be judged. 
In fine, he has taken the Bible as his chief authority and 
guide throughout, and sometimes quoted the same pas- 
sages either to illustrate or confirm different portions of 
the same theme. 

In earnest hope that this effort of his pen will circu- 
late as widely as others which have preceded it in 
similar departments of sacred inquiry ; and that God, 
" even our own God," will make it a blessing to many — 
struggling through these dark lowlands of sin and woe 
to yon sunlit heights of enduring purity and happiness, 
the Author dismisses it from his study. 



c< 



Go, little book ; from this mj solitude 
I cast thee on the waters — go thy ways ; 

And if, as I beheve, thy vein be good, 
The world will find thee after mariy days. 
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CHAPTER I. 
THE ELDER CREATION. 



Whose life was ere the heavens were conceived. 
The stars begotten, or the ages bom." 



Ths doctrine of the holy angels, albeit neither so vital 
in character nor stately in grandeur as those momentous 
verities which assert the universal fatherhood of God, the 
vicarious death of Jesus, the gracious operation of the 
Spirit, and the proper immortality of man, forms, never- 
theless, one of the cardinal portions of " God's great 
anthem of Eevelation." As a subject of pious medita- 
tion, it is full of light and beauty. There is nothing in 
it imperfect or sinful, and therefore nothing to mar the 
pleasure of the beholder. It is like " a vivid landscape, 
formed of all the varieties of novelty and greatness, with- 
out one misshapen, decayed, or lifeless object to lessen 
its perfection : a morning of the spring, without a cloud 
to overcast it ; a sun without a spot, shining only with 
the different colours of unmingled light." Indeed, no 
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juat idea, apart from it, can be obtained of that provi- 
dential economy which is established for the order and 
happiness of the universe. How it gladdens the soul 
amid the chequered experiences of life I When pleasures 
and woes chase each other like waves of the deep, the 
first consciousness of this inheritance of truth generates 
a feeling within resembling that when vast wealth is 
grasped. Nor is this all. This doctrine excels with 
grand moral impulses, "We are made," says St. Paul, 
" a spectacle unto the world, and to angels, and to men." 
How these words must have thrilled the members of the 
Church at Corinth ! But they are applicable to us, and 
ought therefore to beget in us a similar emotion. The 
fact that we are really the actors in a scene over which a 
supernatural world hangs with an excitement which no 
language can describe, is, when fully realized, more than 
sufficient to animate our flagging courage, and nerve our 
right hand to do valiantly. John Foster was rapt into 
ecstacy with it. In a letter to a Christian friend he thus 
wrote : — " I have been reading some of Milton's amazing 
descriptions of spirits, of their manner of life, their 
powers, their boundless liberty, and the scenes which 
they inhabit or traverse; and my wonted enthusiasm 
kindled high. I almost wished for death, and wondered 
with great admiration what that life, and what those 
strange regions really are, into which death will turn the 
spirit free. Oh, what is it to be dead 1 what is it to 
shoot into the expansion, and kindle into the ardours of 
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eternity I what is it to associate for ever with resplendent 
angels 1" 

And yet, though so potent for good, no truth has met 
with intenser scorn and opposition from its adversaries. 

Atheists have led the van, and made sport of the fancy 
^as they are pleased to designate it — of angels. Nay, 
as the high priests of falsehood, they have attempted to 
destroy the eternal foundation of all truth, by saying in 
their hearts as well as in their behaviour: — "There is no 
God." Denying His existence, they must necessarily deny 
that also of those " ministers of His who do His pleasure." 
Such negations are as palpably absurd as they are enor- 
mously wicked. Isaac Taylor justly remarks : — " The 
Sadducean belief that man is the only intelligent order in 
the creation, or the most ancient order, is an opinion very 
much on a level, as to its abstract probability, with that 
of those sages who deem the stars and planets, the sun 
and the moon, to be nothing more than spangles, or fiery 
points, in our mundane firmament." Unhappily, atheists 
are not alone in these monstrous irrationalities. Those 
who profess to believe in a great First Cause also reject 
this doctrine : they maintain that " there is neither angel 
nor spirit." " The notion," say they, " of a spirit, or 
incorporeal substance, implies a contradiction ; '' and 
hence they affirm that " there is an impossibility of any 
other being beside matter, or body." Nevertheless, in 
the face of this two-fold assertion, they define God as 
** an incorporeal Being, a pure Spirit." The logical con- 

B 2 
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sequence of the first affirmation entirely overthrows the 
second. If " God is a Spirit," as they avow and Jesus 
expressly teaches, may He not be *' the Father of spirits," 
as we believe He actually is P This deduction, however, 
they repudiate with aU the hardihood which infidelity 
alone can impart. The spiritual and unseen beings in 
which our fathers believed, and the fairy sprites with 
which they peopled the woodland and the stream, are, 
in their opinion, exaggerations without the slightest 
foundation in truth. Aud the language of Scripture re- 
specting them, though never so explicit and convincing, is 
declared to be mythological, because best suited to the 
comparative barbarism of those to whom it was originally 
addressed ; while the whole doctrine itself is pronounced 
** unphilosophical, puerile, and unmeaning." The fact is 
— human philosophy has exceedingly little to do with it, 
inasmuch as it includes a supernatural economy which 
can only be understood in the light of divine truth ; and 
they who thus oppose it lack that inward sympathy with 
the awful realm of spirit which is an indispensable quali- 
fication for rightly comprehending its nature and inquiring 
into its operations. Truth must be loved ere it can be 
won ; and they who would love it must first believe in it. 
Others, again, argue — that if angels existed, and took 
part or interest in the affairs of the world, we should cer- 
tainly perceive them. This, however, is mere assumption. 
Are there not a thousand things subsisting around us — 
on leaf and in dewdrop, on mountain and in valley, in 
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one wondrous form and another — which the humin eye 
has not yet beheld, because they must be looked at with 
adequate organs of sight P And are there not countless 
influences acting both within and without us which we 
cannot possibly trace, but of the reality of which we are 
intensely conscious ? In business, in speech, in friend- 
ship, and in religion, there must always be more than is 
seen. The mightiest agencies work in secret. The 
Great Worker Himself is invisible ; and His immediate 
servants are invisible too. According to the visions of 
the Apocalyptic seer, one is " ascending from the east," 
another is " standing at the altar of God,'* another is 
" filling his golden censer with fire," and another is " fly- 
ing through the midst of heaven," — all emissaries of 
good, and all still taking part in the up-lifting of a fallen 
world ; but, for wise and holy reasons, all unseen by us. 
Even in olden times, when supernatural intervention was 
of frequent occurrence, they repeatedly fulfilled Iheir mis- 
sion unobserved. "Behold," said Jehovah to Israel, " I 
send an angel before thee, to keep thee in the way, and 
bring thee into the place which I have prepared." This 
covenant, like all others divinely made, was rigorously 
fulfilled ; yet the people did not even once perceive their 
celestial guide throughout their long and weary journey. 
Neither did any of the "great multitude of impotent 
folk," lying helplessly beside the pool of Bethesda, see 
the angel who, "at a certain season," went down and 
" troubled the water," though all without exception attri- 
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buted its miraculous efficacy to his presence and power. 
The corollary, therefore, is self-evident : — these spiritual 
creatures may be as truly present with us, albeit we 
have not the most distant glimpse or shadowy outline of 
them. 

"Oft have we gazed when sunset clonds receding 

AVaved like rich banners of a host gone by. 
To catch the gleam of some white pinion speeding 

Along the confines of the sky : 
And oft, when midnight stars in distant chillness 

>^'cre calmly burning, listened late and long; 
But Nature's pulse beat on in solemn stillness. 

Bearing no echo of the seraph's song." 

For many reasons, it is well for us that such wistful 
essays have been unsuccessful. The eflfect produced on 
Daniel by the appearance of an angel was so overwhelm- 
ing that he could not stand, for '* straightway there 
remained no strength in him." The moment Zacharias 
saw " an angel of the Lord standing on the right side of 
the altar of incense, he was troubled, and fear fell upon 
him." The shepherds also, when " the angel of the Lord 
came upon them," and the plains of Bethlehem were 
bathed in his supernal glories, " were sore afraid." A 
like feeling was excited in the breast of Cornelius when 
"he saw an angel of God coming in to him." Now, if 
their visibility, when they have been recognized as angels, 
has inevitably produced such consternation in the souls of 
the holiest, and that, too, when their outward manifesta- 
tions and visits were by no means rare, and even when 



fHB ELDER CBEATION. 7 

tbey brought good tidings from heaven, what would be 
our emotion if only one appeared to us 1 His access 
to us, and presence with us, and departure from us, would 
so terrify our spirits, and paralyze our nature, that nothing 
but harm would result from the interview. But, fortu- 
nately for us, it is as needless that our physical and men- 
tal sensibility should be thus shocked in this advanced 
stage of the last dispensation, as it is for Christianity to 
receive even another supernatural attestation of its divine 
origin. " We walk by faith, and not by sight ; " and 
'* blessed are they who have not seen, and yet have 
believed.'* 

But the strongest opposition to this precious doctrine 
has come from those who should have been its staunchest 
advocates. Some, who acknowledge themselves to be 
Christians, maintain that it is prejudicial to the Lord 
Jesus and the Holy Spirit to believe in angelic com- 
panionship and service. One has said : — " Every thought 
directed to angels, as if they were a ministry about us, is 
a thought abstracted from Jesus, and is to the soul, in its 
hour of conflict, a mere shifting sand." Never indeed 
should either the eye of the soul, or its affection, be with- 
drawn from Him who is its "everlasting life" and "joy 
unspeakable : " but surely we may think of beautiful 
angels and their gracious acts, ay, and love them too, 
without for a moment forgetting Him I Nay, the thought 
of them' — of their multiform excellencies and tender 
offices, should lead us to love and admire Him all the 



8 THS ELDER CEBATION. 

more fervently. Besides, His greater work of redemption 
suffered no depreciation by their connexion with it. 
They were a glorious train, attending upon His person, 
proclaiming His dignity, and swelling His triumphs. And 
if their attendance and service were no disparagement to 
Him then, they cannot be so now, especially as they are 
exercised in relation to those whom He died to save. 
And as it was with the Lord Jesus, so it is in regard to 
the Holy Spirit. Immediately after the gift of Pentecost, 
the disciples were cheered with many a smile from the 
countenances of angels, and received many a blessing from 
their hands. But if this doctrine, or the belief of it, 
had been derogatory to Him, it would certainly have 
been when His divine influences were ** poured out with- 
out measure." Evidently, therefore, " the ministration of 
the Spirit," while "exceeding in glory,'* was never in- 
tended to exclude the sympathies and operations of the 
angels of God, but rather to render them more efficient 
and benedictive. 

The arguments for their existence and ministries in- 
finitely transcend all the objections that can possibly be 
set in array against them. 

Is not such a belief in full keeping with our deepest 
and holiest feelings P We naturally long for the spiritual 
and heavenly ; and this is the divinity which speaks in 
our bosoms. In those calm and thoughtful moments 
which sometimes come over us, there is an impression 
made, all-pervasive in its influence — an indescribable con- 
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Bciousness which no subtle argument will dispel — that we 
have direct and unbroken fellowship with intelligencies 
higher and better than we are. And this peculiar convic- 
tion obtains a greater depth and richer sweetness when 
the spirit feels herself alone, or when she sits amid the 
wre^k of earthly things, and is loosened from the terrene 
and perishable. Every fetter is then shaken off, and for 
awhile she dwells only with the invisible! Let the 
scorner remember that there is incomparably more truth 
in the intuitions of the heart than in the less trustworthy 
conclusions of the head. "Every one knows," says a 
celebrated author, '* that there is such a thing ^& feeling a 
proposition to be true, though the understanding may be 
unable to master it. It is to our feeling, rather than to 
our thinking^ that the sublimest arguments are primarily 
addressed. Where logic works out one truth, the heart 
has already realized twenty ; because love, which is the 
heart's activity, is the profoundest and nimblest of philo- 
sophers. All things that live, and are loveliest, are born 
there." Hence this belief in angels had its first existence 
in the heart: after-experience did but intensify and 
strengthen it. It must, therefore, be true ; or, verily, 
there is no truth soever. 

But this tenet as perfectly accords with our truest and 
severest reasonings. There are innumerable forms of life 
in creation. The first and lowest is the vegetable, the 
second is the animal, and the third and highest is the 
intellectual. And in every one of these manifestations 
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there are several degrees, by which nature rises to the 
perfection of that kind which has some near resemblance 
of the next above it. For example : — some things with- 
out life are much larger and grander than others ; some 
plants and flowers, too, surpass their neighbours both in 
loveliness and fttigrance, and approach nearer to sense. 
There are also myriads of living creatures that occupy a 
position between the vegetable and animal kingdoms, and 
naturalists have not yet determined whether to rank them 
among plants or animals ; while some animals are more 
apprehensive and docile than their fellows, and seem but 
one remove from intelligence itself. If, then, Infinite 
Wisdom has magnified Himself in the formation of sum- 
less existences below man, it is most reasonable to con* 
elude that there is an ascending series of being reaching 
from man up to God, and reflecting, as from a burnished 
mirror. His own peerless excellencies. There is, more- 
over, an unavoidable necessity for this : " God is a 
Spirit,*' — an uncreated, eternal, and transcendently pure 
Essence. On this account He could hold no intercourse, 
so far as we can divine at present, with creatures so gross 
and fallen as we are, except through an agency fitted 
alike to His high and holy nature, and our many and 
pressing requirements. And then we must not forget 
His royal character. He is " the King eternal, immortal, 
and invisible." Such being His supreme dignity. He 
must be surrounded by those who are of the highest 
quality and most distinguished rank in His dominion. 
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The angels have accordingly been styled — " His minis- 
ters," " His armies," " His chariots ; '* and over them 
He exerts the most regal control, just as a chief or cap* 
tain over his warrior-bands. How else could He display 
His absolute sovereignty in heaven ? and how else carry 
out His providential government on earth P The tower- 
ing ladder, or mountain of glory, which Jacob saw in a 
dream, illustrates the method of the divine administra- 
tion. The youthful patriarch had left his father's tent in 
haste, and was a wanderer, a child of Providence, fleeing 
from the face and hand of his disappointed, angered 
brother. Having "lighted upon a certain place," and 
being very weary, he resolved to tarry there all night ; and 
taking the stones hard by for his pillow. 



<c 



He spread his cloak, and slamber'd ; darkness fell 

Upon the twilight bill»: a sodden sound 
Of silver trumpets o'er him seem'd to swell; 

Clouds, heavy with the tempest, gather'd round ; 

Yet was the whirlwind in its caverns bound : 
Still deeper roll'd the darkness from on high. 

Gigantic volume upon volume wound ; 
Above, a pillar shooting to the sky. 
Below, a mighty sea, that spread incessantly. 

" Voices are heard ; a choir of golden strings 

Low winds, whose breath is loaded with the rose ; 

Then chariot-wheels, the nearer rush of wings ; 
Pale lightning round the dark pavilion glows : 
It thunders ; the resplendent gates unclose ; 

Far as the eye can glance, on height o'er height. 
Rise fiery waving wings and star-crown'd brows, 

Millions on millions, brighter and more bright. 

Till all is lost iu one supreme,' unmingled light. 
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" Bat two beside the sleeping pilgrim ttand. 

Like cherub kings, with lifted, mighty plume, 
Fix'd, snnbright eyes, and looks of high command : 

They tell the patriarch of his glorious doom ; 

Father of countless myriads that shall come. 
Sweeping the land, like billows of the sea. 

Bright as the stars of heaven from twilight's gloom. 
Till He is given whom angels long to see. 
And Israel's splendid line is crown'd with Deity." 

For well-nigh sixty centuries this belief has been a 
favourite article in the universal creed. The Egyptians, 
Chaldeans, Eomans, Greeks, and Hebrews, as also the 
polytheistic world, regarded every part of creation as 
filled with superhuman beings. Indeed, the god» of the 
heathen were but forms devised to represent those crea- 
tures who were supposed to rule the elements, and fix the 
destinies of mankind. They were acknowledged under 
different appellations — the Romans calling them ffenii, 
and the Greeks demons. The purest traditions, however, 
soon became sadly perverted and abused. The mytholo- 
gies of the Oriental nations, while highly poetical and 
exquisitely beautiful, contained many grotesque and fool- 
ish things. Nor have later times and creeds been 
altogether free from error. The unillumined mind, ever 
prone to extremes, has given life to a thousand forms 
which have had little or no reality beyond its own bright 
fancies or dark superstitions. The gloomy forest, the 
solitary tower, the mouldering abbey, and the peaceful 
graveyard, have been deemed the chosen haunts of un- 
earthly visitants ; and, in the still hour of darkness, the 
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flitting beams of the moon, the white vapour moved by 
the passing breeze, and the harsh shrieks of the night- 
bird, have been taken for the motions and voices of these 
mysterious spirits negociating with earth. Still, wild and 
erroneous as these notions unquestionably are, they tend 
rather to establish this doctrine than overthrow it. The 
truth is — men cannot, if they would, shake off their faith 
in angel-existence ; and the reality is the ground of this 
impossibility. 

But the most unequivocal and direct evidence is found 
in the Bible. The light here is not as of some distant 
star which struggles through a fumey mist; but it is 
clear, full-orbed, sun-like. Fifteen, at least, of the sacred 
penmen have described these glorious spirits ; and their 
descriptions of them are as independent of each other as 
they are unembarrassed, complete, and noble. According 
to them, no important event transpired which was not 
effected by angel-ministries ; and so full is the Bible with 
this subject, that it is exceedingly difficult to separate it 
from other portions of divine truth. A few passages, 
however, will suffice for confirmation. When the thou- 
sands of oppressed bondsmen took up their line of march 
from Egypt towards " the land flowing with milk and 
honey," their illustrious leader says that " the angel of 
Gx)d went before the camp of Israel, and then removed, 
and went behind them." And when David's heart was 
overlipping with gratitude — as if he would have Jehovah 
abready "inhabiting the praises of eternity," — he 
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exclaimed : — " Bless the Lord, ye His angels, that excel in 
strength, that do His commandments, hearkening unto 
the voice of His word. Bless ye the Lord, all ye His 
hosts ; ye ministers of His that do His pleasure. Bless 
the Lord, all His works in all places of His dominion : 
bless the Lord, O my soul 1 " Nor does this sublime 
doctrine recede into comparative obscurity as the clearer 
light of the new dispensation breaks in ; but, on the con- 
trary, it is in the abundant revelation of God that it 
assumes a more distinct and glorious aspect. No sooner 
had Jesus appeared as the teacher of the world, and 
gathered ronnd Him His earliest learners, than we find 
Him speaking constantly of angels, and making use of 
their existence and service to impress on the minds of 
His hearers some lesson of infinite moment. When He 
would illustrate a grand destiny. He said to the carping 
Sadducees : — " Ye do err, not knowing the Scriptures, 
nor the power of God : for in the resurrection they neither 
marry, nor are given in marriage ; but are as the angels 
of God." And when He would unfold the "greater 
things " of His last advent, He said to Nathanael : — 
" Hereafter ye shall see heaven open, and the angels 
of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man." 
The prince of apostles has followed in the course of his 
glorified Lord. Amid the roar of the tempestuous Euro- 
clydon and the dash of angry billows, he thus tried to 
encourage the fainting hope of his fellow-voyagers : — " I 
exhort you to be of good cheer : for there shall be no loss 
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of any man's life among you, but of the ship. For there 
stood by me this night the angel of God, whose I am and 
wbom I serve, saying, Fear not, Paul." And after estab- 
lishing the matchless dignity of Him *' who was made 
much better than the angels," he triumphantly asks : — ' 
" Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minis- 
ter for them who shall be heirs of salvation ? " The 
cumulative force of these testimonies, though but few out 
of many, is irresistible. The doctrine, therefore, is no 
poetic conception, no superstitious dogma, no gorgeous 
dream. The book which " is true from the beginning " 
has repeatedly declared and beautifully illustrated it; 
and who, after carefully examining its manifold evidences, 
will venture to deny it ? In a word, it is so woven into 
the texture of the Bible that to reject the one is to reject 
the other. 

As to their creation, the angels stand on the highest 
step of the ladder of existence ; but the precise time of 
their origination is unknown. The Mosaic history is 
noted for its severe beauty and particularity; yet this 
point is passed over in silence, because it obviously did 
not enter into the design of the writer, his primary intent 
being to describe the visible creation only. This lack of 
information has led to various conjectures. Some have 
thought that the angels were created with the visible uni»- 
verse, and are included under the general expression — 
" heavens," in the first verse of Genesis. Others have 
thought that they are rather meant by the term — " light," 
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whicb, because it is the best natural object to symbolize 
Deity, was His first creational act. But the angels must 
" have been " anterior to " these things ; " for a Grod 
of omnipotent energy and inexhaustible goodness would 
not remain inactive from all eternity, and allow the wide 
fields of space to be so long a perfect vacuum. On this 
point the discoveries of science harmonize with the teach- 
ings of Eevelation. Beyond aU dispute — God alone is 
eternal. Every other existence is but a spark of this 
ethereal fire ; a drop of this unbounded sea ; a note of 
this perpetual anthem ; a reflection of this uncreated and 
unquenchable light 1 The angels^ therefore, are not co- 
existent with Him : nor is man co-existent with the 
angels ; for he was the very last of a long series of divine 
works. Thus the great Creator interrogated one of " the 
world's grey fathers :" — " Where wast thou when I laid 
the foundations of the earth ? declare, if thou hast under- 
standing. Who hath laid the measures thereof, if thou 
knowestP or who hath stretched the line upon it? 
Whereupon are the sockets thereof fastened ? or who laid 
the comer-stone thereof, when the morning stars sang 
together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy?** 
And who does not see in their antecedent existence a 
signal proof of divine wisdom and benevolence? He 
unquestionably foresaw the defection ^ of His second 
creation ; and, accordingly, made every preparation for it, 
not only by the intended sacrifice of Him who, in Scrip- 
ture phraseology, is said to be " slain from the founda- 
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tion of the world," but by creating beforehand those 
angelic means and helps by which they should be re- 
covered from that fearful ruin. But the manner of their 
creation, and the place of it, must remain a profound 
secret until we ourselves come to the great hereafter. 
Of the Infinite Cause of their existence, however, there is 
no mystery. While their origination is ascribed to each 
person of the glorious Trinity, it is with peculiar force 
and meaning ascribed to Jesus Christ. *' For by Him 
were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are 
in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or 
dominions, or principalities, or powers : all things were 
created by Him, and for Him : and He is before all things, 
and by Him all things consist." He^ then, spake the 
omnific word ; and, without a morning cloud, or inter- 
posing mist of creature-parentage, "ranks of shining 
hosts'* stood before Him in the full maturity and 
grandeur of their being, complete as the diamond that 
sparkles with perpetual and unchanging lustre. Even 
''the devil and his angels" were created by Him at 
the same time. He is therefore "Lord over all," — 
" angels, authorities, and powers, being made subject to 
Him." How unspeakably gladdening is this fact to the 
regenerated heart 1 



fl( 



CHAPTER II. 
AN INNUMERABLE COMPANY. 

NoE think, thoogli men were none. 
That heaven would want spectators, God want praise : 
Millions of spiritual creatures walk the earth 
Unseen, both when we wake and when we sleep : 
All these with ceaseless praise His works behold 
Both day and night.' 



>» 



The vast number of the holy angels has given rise to 
divers speculations. Gregory states that " there are so 
many angels as there are elect." Some, more studious 
perhaps than reverent, have estimated them as '' ninety- 
nine to one compared with mankind." A modem 
learned divine writes : — " In all probability, the number 
of the human race — past, present, and to come — ^may be 
as a drop in the bucket compared with the hosts of 
heaven." According to the Jewish Babbis, "nothiug 
exists without an attendant angel, not even a blade of 
grass." Charles Kingsley maintains that ''in every 
breeze there are living spirits, and God's angels guide the 
thunder clouds." Another celebrated writer of the same 
class says that " every breath of air and ray of light and 
heat, every beautiful prospect, is, as it were, the skirts of 
their garments the waving of the robes of those whose 
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faces see God in heaven." The great Aquinas asserted 
that " there are more angels than ail substances together, 
celestial and terrestrial, animate and inanimate.** And 
others believe that " hosts of new angels are created every 
morning out of the stream of fire which is the breath of 
God.'' There is, undoubtedly, a measure of truth in most 
of these representations ; but few intelligent minds will 
accept the theory of an oft-repeated creation to augment 
the number of these magnificent creatures. No divine 
arrangement has been made for this end; and every 
biblical statement discountenances the idea altogether. 
** When the morning stars sang together, and all the sons 
of Gbd shouted for joy," their number was as immense 
and perfect as it now is. Not one has dropped from 
their ranks, and not one has been added to them. With 
humanity it has been far otherwise. The race began with 
two ; and now the whole earth is well-nigh peopled with 
their offspring. The angelic economy, therefore, differs 
widely and essentially from the human. 

That the number of these lofty beings is passingly 
great, analogy fully shows. Our world, though only an 
atom comparatively in the wide universe of God, is sup- 
plied with a population which baffles all possible enume- 
ration. The air and water teem with myriads of creatures, 
which are, more or less, palpable to the sight. The vege- 
table world is said to contain many millions of different 
species ; while in the animal kingdom there are no less 
than four hundred thousand ; but the number belonging 
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to each species has not yet been asoertaiDed, inasmuch 
as it exceeds the knowledge and research of man. And 
what new and countless forms of life are revealed by the 
microscope! As therefore "the footstool" of Deity 
has shared so largely in His grand and diversified ope- 
rations, and is so lavishingly adorned with life; what 
divine attention has He not paid to " His throne !" what 
an expenditure of infinite wealth has He not bestowed 
upon it 1 and how thronged must its exalted locality be 
with forms worthy of it 1 Nay, the " many mansions" of 
His universal palace are crowded with their bright and 
holy presence. Who, then, shall take their census, or 
"count up" their hosts? Adam numbered "every 
living creature" in Eden, and "gave names to all cattle, 
and to the fowl of the air, and to every beast of the 
field;" and the second monarch of Israel, under the 
giant-power of unbelief, numbered his great army ; but, 
well might Bildad the Shuhite ask: — "Is there any 
number to God's armies?" No: judging from analogy, 
the mighty aggregate is beyond all human computation 
or conception. " Such knowledge is too wonderful for 
us ; it is high, we cannot attain unto it." 

And yet we must not hastily dismiss so important and 
interesting a branch of religious inquiry. If we cannot 
comprehend the whole, sufiice it that we comprehend a 
part : and the economy under which we are placed will 
somewhat facilitate our endeavour. In every government 
there must necessarily be public offices, which must in- 
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crease in number and consequence as the government itself 
becomes extensive. In a province they will exceed those 
in a town, and in an empire those in a province. But 
God's empire is as boundless as it is everlasting ; conse- 
quently, its offices must correspond both in number and 
importance with its vast and complicated interests. And 
while some of these are filled by secondary and subordi- 
nate agencies, which, in their several degrees and places, 
arc equally necessary and useful, others, that is — the 
higher and more difficult, can only be sustained by pri- 
mary and superior agencies ; by those, in fine, who possess 
the most illustrious attributes, and who can act immedi- 
ately under the divine superintendency. For these reasons, 
the number of the angels who hold these higher offices, 
must at least be parallel with the multiform and count- 
less requirements of "His kingdom who ruleth over 
all," and " His dominion which endureth throughout all 
generations." 

It should also be borne in mind that the number of " the 
angels who kept not their first estate" is wonderfully 
immense. Thus the bard of Paradise represents them 
after an address from their superior chief: — 

" They heard, and were abaahed, and np they spmng 
Upon the wing ; as when men wont to watch 
On daty, sleeping found by whom they dread, 
Ronse and bestir themselves ere well awake. 
Nor did they not perceive the evil plight 
In which they were, or the fierce pains not feel; 
Yet to their general's voice they soon obeyed. 
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Innnmerable. At when the potent rod 
Of Aniram*8 son, in Egypt's evil day, 
'Waved ronnd the coast, up called a pitchy cloud 
Of locusts, warping on the eastern wind. 
That o'er the realm of impious Pharaoh hung 
Like night, and darkened all the land of Nile." 

Like the great Evil- Worker, these mighty hosts are mys- 
teriously allowed to perambulate our world, that they may 
allure and corrupt maukind. A legion possessed the 
miserable Gadarene, and by their supernatural power and 
ferocity rendered him a terror to the neighbourhood : and 
they are still working among men. Hence those sudden 
gusts of temptation which so often sweep over the soul 
and fill it with terror ; and those powerful impulses to evil 
to which neither the temperament nor the passions are 
prone ; and those awful blasphemies which are sometimes 
injected into the mind even in the time of its holiest aspi- 
rations. It is their dreadful promptings which ''make 
the steel flash with a fascinating brightness," and '' create ' 
a yearning desire to plunge into the waiting waves," to 
"know the worst or the best." It is their unflagging 
oppositions which meet the Christian at every turn and 
step of his heavenward course, and make even " the valley ^ 
of humiliation" the scene of his hardest conflict. And 
when he " passes through the gates into the city," their 
wild laugh of despair almost mingles with the first burst 
of his anthem of praise I If these things be not so, what 
mean those thrilling words of the Apostle : — " We wrestle 
not against flesh and blood, but against principalities. 
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against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this 
world, against spiritual wickednesses in high places? " But 
*' they that be with us are more than they that be with 
them/' Their " habitation" is " but a flickering meteor 
in the starry vault of being,'* while the " dwelling-place*' 
of our celestial guardians is as a sun in its amplitude and 
splendour 1 

On the pages of Inspiration the number of the holy 
angels is variously stated. As Jacob was returning with 
his family and flocks to the land of his nativity, ''the 
angels of God met him. And when he saw them, he 
said, "This is God's host: and he called the name of 
that place Mahanaim," or two camps. In the last bene- 
diction of Moses there are these sublime words : — " The 
Lord came from Sinai, and rose up from Seir unto them : 
He shined forth from Mount Faran, and He came with 
ten thousands of saints," or myriads, thousands of 
changes. Elisha prayed that the Lord would open his 
servant's eyes, that he might behold his master's body- 
guard, and not be affrighted at the Syrian army beneath 
them ; and " he saw, and, behold, the mountain was full 
of horses and chariots of Are round about ;" or, in other 
words — the number of the prophet's allies far exceed the 
"horses, and chariots, and great host'* of the ambitious 
Ben-hadad. Daniel, in his vision of "the Ancient of 
Days," beheld ^thousand thousands ministering unto 
Him, and ten thousand times ten thousand standing 
before Him." John — the beloved disciple— echoed this 
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language in one of his gorgeous descriptions of heaven. 
" I heard," says he, " the voice of many angels round 
about the throne, and the beasts, and the elders : and the 
number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, 
and thousands of thousands," — a vast assembly '* which 
no man could number." At the advent of the Lord of 
angels there appeared *' a multitude of the heavenly host," 
the very concave glittering with a constellation of ethereal 
beauty I And one dark eventide, while yet on the con- 
fines of Gethsemane, He declared to Peter that ''more 
than twelve legions of angels" awaited His invocation. 
As if He had said : — " Instead of My twelve disciples, 
one of whom has just proved a traitor because of his love 
of gold. My Father can give Me more than twelve legions 
of angels to defend Me." He spoke in the phrase of the 
Eomans, who then reckoned their armies by prodigious 
numbers. With them a legion consisted of six thousand 
infantry, beside horsemen, who usually formed an addi- 
tional body, amounting at least to one-tenth. So that 
Christ's words mean — that considerably over seventy-two 
thousand angelic spirits would instantly surround Him if 
He willed. Caryl says that " He pitched upon a great 
certain number to show that He could have any number 
He pleased." Indeed, all the inspired writers made use 
of " a great certain number" not to determine the sum- 
total of the holy angels, but simply to express vast mul- 
titudes. They substituted finite numbers for indefinite ; 
because, in the simple, yet impressive language of the 
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Bpistle to the Hebrews, the "company of angels" is 
** innumerable." 

Yet, uncountable as it is, ere long it will receive a 
stupendous accession. The cross of Calvary is achieving 
the regeneration of a sin-defiled world, and winning back 
the whole race of humanity to love and serve God. When 
this is consummated, that divine saying will become a 
blessed reality — " Other sheep I have, which are not of 
this fold; them also I must bring, and they shall hear 
My voice." And as " the Prince of Peace" " delivers up 
the kingdom to God, even the Father," these unknown 
yet friendly inhabitants of other worlds, with untold 
myriads of redeemed and sanctified men from this, shall 
coEJoin with unfallen angels, and form the everlasting 
brotherhood of the skies. Oh the ineffable grandeur and 
blissfulness of this confederation ! 



' Not to be thought on, bat with tides of joy ; 
^ot to be mentioned, but with shouts of praise ! 



CHAPTER IIL 

NATURE AND FORSf. 

'Ahokls are men in ligbter habit clad* 
High o'er celestial moontains wing'd in flight ; 
And men are angels loaded for an hoar. 
Who wade this miry vale, and climb with pain 
And slipp'iy step the bottom of the steep.' 
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Thbicb only in the Sacred Oracles are God's angels 
denominated " spirits." The first instance occurs in the 
one hundred and fourth Psalm: — "Who maketh His 
angels spirits ; His ministers a flaming fire." But this 
compound sentence should be translated agreeably with 
the whole of the magnificent apostrophe of which it forms 
a part, and then it would read thus : — " Who maketh His 
messengers the winds; His ministers a flaming fire." 
So rendered, it is alike significant and consistent. It 
describes the majesty of God by certain figures which 
show how the purest and most diffusive elements of 
nature are subject to His control, and made to advance 
His glory. But St. Paul has cited the same verse in 
his Epistle to the Hebrews. Did he then fail to appre- 
hend its exact meaning, or there misapply it P A cele- 
brated author answers : — " Certainly not ; on the con- 
trary, the very nature of his argument proves that he 
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rightly understood it, and it is only because we wrongly 
translate his quotation, as .well as the original passage, 
that the force and point of his argument is lost. He is 
engaged in proving the superiority of the Eternal Son 
over the angels ; and showing that their office, being only 
ministerial, places them on a level no higher than the ele- 
ments of nature that are sometimes employed to perform 
their work. They are messengers of mercy and ministers 
of vengeance, but God can make the winds to perform the 
one duty, and flames of fire the other." The same 
Apostle in the same Epistle asks : — " Are they not all 
ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who 
shall be heirs of salvation ? " This emphatic interroga- 
tion is in full harmony with the citation previously made 
by him, relating solely, as it does, to the service which 
they constantly render to those destined to inherit eternal 
life. A correspondent appellation is given to "the 
angels who kept not their first estate," but usually with 
some important distinction. Jesus styled them — " un- 
clean spirits," "evil spirits ; " and so did His immediate 
successors. Their nature, therefore, must be the same as 
that of the good angels. But neither of the passages 
referred to, nor yet any of the designations, attempt to 
prove that they are unsubstantial or immaterial beings. 
The term " spirits " is equally applicable to men ; and 
"a flaming fire" is a material substance. So is the 
air we breathe; and there are substances twelve times 
rarer still. Light and electricity are only matter in a 
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highly refined state. And e^en music, it has been said, 
is but the impulsion of invisible atmospheric waves, and 
the aroma of herbs and flowers but the divisibility of 
inappreciable atoms which they diffuse. 

That angels are purely spiritual or uncompounded, 
having no connexion with matter even in its subtlest and 
most refined forms, as Luther and some others have 
thought, is supremely improbable, nay, impossible ; for 
perfect spirituality is essentially and exclusively a divine 
attribute; hence, as Bishop Newton observes, — "the 
only pure spirit in the universe is Grod." They cannot, 
therefore, be exalted to an equality with Him. Nay, in 
comparison with His transcendently pure and absolute 
spirituality, though fashioned after His likeness, their 
nature is as coarse, dull, inactive matter. Moreover : no 
created or finite being can possibly exist without some 
kind of material vehicle, which is necessary to bring spirit 
into relationship with space and extension, and by that 
means give it place, and place is implied in the words — 
"their own habitation." They have been represented, 
too, as possessing forms ; and forms must have some 
kind of substance. To affirm that they are without, is to 
affirm that they have no existence ; or, as an acute philo- 
sopher expresses it, — " that they are no-thing, existing 
no-where and no-when." Independent of all material- 
ism, how could they exercise their ministry among those 
who are " in the body," or have direct acquaintance with 
material and sensible things ? According to Kitto, the 
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ancients called angels " spirits/' because they conceived 
them to be incorporeal, that is — free from the impurities 
of gross matter ; but not immaterial, that is — unfurnished 
with bodies. Such, in fact, were the conclusions of nearly 
all the famed men of antiquity ; and with them the great 
bulk of theologians of the present day fully concur. 

To evade such direct testimonies, however, some have 
interpreted the term — " spirits" as expressive merely of 
certain qualities, motions, or inspirations in man ; or to 
certain divine visions or appearances which ceased "to 
be" the moment they answered the end for which they 
were created. Unquestionably this term is sometimes 
used in the Bible as just described. God said of Caleb 
that " he had another spirit with him ; " signifying that 
he had a better inclination, a more active affection, than 
those who went with him to " spy out the land." Nebu- 
chadnezzar also said of Daniel that he was one " in whom 
was the spirit of the holy gods ;** meaning that Daniel 
possessed the gift of inspiration. And mention is made 
in other parts of " the spirit of wisdom," " the spirit of 
meekness," "the spirit of fear," "the spirit of evil," 
and many other like phrases, having either a figurative 
import, or referring to some peculiar quality, or motion, 
or inspiration in man. And it is also true that " spirits" 
are sometimes termed phantasms or appearances. When 
Jesus walked on the angry sea toward His disciples, 
"they supposed it had been a spirit," or apparition; 
"and cried out." A similar occurrence happened with 
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Peter just after his deliverance from prison. Many of 
the disciples had been praying long and fervently for his 
liberation ; yet when Ehoda " opened not the gate ibr 
gladness, but ran in and told how Peter stood before it, 
then said they — It is his angel." But these terms are 
borrowed terms ; and accordingly it is unfair to interpret 
those which are legitimate in the same sense. Who, for 
example, would say that this brief yet majestic passage — 
" God is a Spirit," refers only to a quality or phantasm? 
or this either — "the God of the spirits of all flesh?" 
No : Gt)d is the Being of beings, and men are real souls 
inhabiting fitting bodies during their active existence, 
and living wholly independent of them during their 
death-sleep. So also the angels ; they are actual, living, 
beatified creatures. 

Of the visibility of fallen angels the Bible is profoundly 
silent. They are spoken of as influencing, and even in- 
habiting, the bodies of men and animals, but never as 
assuming any corporeal shape or appearance themselves ; 
while the unfallen are spoken of as appearing in bodies of 
their own, and exercising all the functions peculiar to 
them, but never as taking possession of the bodies of 
others. Have evil angels, then, no bodies ? It has been 
conjectured — that, as it is an inflexible law of the divine 
government to punish sin with death, they became mortal 
when they rebelled, and were for this reason dispossessed 
of their bodies. How then, we ask, could they exist ? for 
existence without them, as already shown, is utterly im- 
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possible. Of the risibility of God's boly ones, howeTer, 
there ean be no oontroTersy ; for, scooiding to the infal* 
libk history, every sppearanoe has been in the human 
fimn, and that, too, so num4ike in eveiy sense, that they 
have generally been taken for men, and *' thereby some 
have entertained angels onawares.*' Is there, then, no 
distinction of sex among the angels? Certain artists, 
who obtained their ideas from the Gentile divinities who 
were supposed to be the parents of other gods, have, in 
the productions of their genius, answered this interesting 
question in the affirmative. Even our own Milton seems 
to approve of this Jieathenish conception when he says 
that the angels can *' assume either sex, or both." No 
doubt they have great power over themselves as well as 
over others. They may be able, for aught we kuow, to 
reduce "their shapes immense" to "smallest forms." 
That they have sometimes veiled their native splendour 
and disguised their persons, the Word of God assures us. 
Christ Himself, after His resurrection, appeared in dis- 
guised forms, so that His disciples, and those most inti- 
mate with Him, knew Him not until He made Himself 
known to them. But as there is no relation and genealogy 
among the angels, and no derivation one from another, 
those of the Bible are all of one class. Jeremy Taylor 
remarks that " good angels never appeared in the likeness 
of women," and Kitto thinks that it is "because the 
masculine is the more honourable gender."* The sacred 
historian speaks thus of the angels who appeared to 
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Abraham on the beautifiil plains of Mamre : — '* And he 
lift up his eja and looked, and lol three men stood 
by him/' And when the interview was closing, it is 
said : — '* The men rose np from thence, and looked toward 
Sodom : and Abraham went with them to bring them on 
the way." One of them, however, tarried with the patri- 
arch, while the others went on to deliver his nephew from 
the doom of that wicked city. Bat here also they ap- 
peared as men. ** Where are the men which came in to 
thee this night?" was the loud and rode interrogation of 
Lot's infatuated neighbours, who likewise attempted to 
insult him ; but '* the men put forth their hand, and 
pulled Lot into the house to them, and shut the door." 
Daniel also says that Ghibriel " stood before him as the 
appearance of a man ;" and he does not hesitate to speak 
of him as ''the man Gabriel." The angel-guards who 
were found at the entrance of the sepidchre of the risen 
Christ were " two men." And even when beheld in the 
extremely lovely and radiant forms which are the angels' 
own in heaven, they still appeared as men. In connec- 
tion also with this uniform appearance they spoke as men. 
The moment Jesus had prayed — "Father, glorify Thy 
name," there came a voice from heaven, as distinct as 
that heard at His baptism, saying — " I have both glori- 
fied it, and will glorify it again. The people therefore, 
that stood by, said that it thundered ; others said — An 
angel spake to Him." To this faculty of speech St. Paul 
referred in his golden letter on heaven-bom charity: — 
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Though I speak with the tongues of men and angels, 
and have not charity, I am become as sounding brass, or 
a tinkling cymbal." It is indeed difficult to explain 
those mysteries associated with the unrestrained exercise 
of this function ; but far more so those connected with 
their eating. That the angels did eat is indisputable; 
for they who visited Abraham partook of the "butter 
and milk, and the calf," which he " set before them," 
and likewise of the " unleavened bread" which Lot baked 
for them. Notwithstanding this, some, who believe that 
they had palpable and tractable bodies," assert that 
they seemed to eat, not in truth," — " it was not a true 
eating." Thomas Adams opposes this assertion. " There 
may be," he says, " a true eating, though the meat be 
not converted into the substance of the body." In his 
immortal epic, Milton gives a most interesting and in- 
structive description of a feast between " our primitive 
great sire" and a " native of heaven," in one of the sylvan 
bowers of Paradise. After " the mother of mankind" 
had finished spreading the " golden fruit grown in sum- 
mery suns," and strewn the ground with roses and odours 
from shrubs unfumed, until the place was " a wilderness 
of sweets," Adam is represented inviting his angelic visi- 
tant to seat himself on a mossy bank nigh at hand, and 
partake at once of the tempting bounties which the great 
Nourisher had caused the earth to yield for him and Eve, 
but which, though necessary and delightful for them, 
might, perhaps, be unsavoury food for spiritual natures. 
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To which the angel is said to reply — What the celestial 
9ather gives to man, who is partly spiritual, may be no 
ingrateful food to purest spirits; for intelligential sub- 
stances require food as well as the rational, having the 
same lower faculties of sense, whereby they hear, and 
see, and smell, and touch, and taste, and tasting digest, 
assimilate, and so turn the corporeal to the incorporeal. 
And then he informs Adam that a similar law pervades 
all creation. The grosser sustains the purer ; the earth 
feeds the sea, and the earth and the sea feed the air, 
and the air ethereal fires — the sun and the moon, which 
nourish higher orbs. 

" So down they sat. 
And to their Tiands fell ; nor seemingly 
The angel, nor in mist, — the common gloss 
Of theologians ; — but with keen despatch 
Of real hunger, and concoctive heat 
To transubstantiate : what redounds, transpires 
Through spirits with ease ; nor wonder ; if by fire 
Of sooty coal the empiric alchymist 
Can turn, or holds it possible to turn, 
Metals of drossiest ore to perfect gold. 
As from the mine." 

Now, (^this be true, the manna which fell among the tents 
of the migrating Israelites was not called " angels' food," 
or " the bread of the strong," by way of expressing its 
excellence ; but it must have been part at least of their 
actual food. Those apocalyptic descriptions, too, of 
" the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne," feeding 
His glorified people, and leading them to fountains of 
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living waters ; and " the tree of life on either side of the 
river, which bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded h^ 
fimit every month," are not so many beautiful hyperboles, 
or figurative expressions, with no real meaning in them. 
Everything which Eden contained was granted to Adam 
and all living things for their need and enjoyment before 
'* sin entered into the world," and the ground and all it 
yielded was cursed for his sake. Why may it not be so 
again, when " sin is done aviray," and the curse removed P 
When Christ re-appeared among His disciples after His 
death and resurrection. He asked them — " Have ye any 
meat ? And they gave Him a piece of broiled fish, and of 
a honeycomb. And He took it, and did eat before them." 
A great and thorough change had unquestionably passed 
over His sinless body during the three days of His en- 
tombment; it was resolved from the natural into the 
spiritual, so that He could not only disguise Himself as 
at Emmaus, but easily and invisibly transport Himself to 
any part He listed, and pass through barred doors as 
at Jerusalem; and yet He " din^d" with His earthly 
friends on the shores of the Galilaean sea. No one will 
venture to say that this latest act of His was uot typical 
of what the members of His glorified family are capable of 
doing in heaven, not as a necessity to repair waste, pro- 
mote growth, and perpetuate life, — for this was not Christ's 
need then, — but as one of the countless pleasures of eter- 
nity. True, " meats are for the belly, and the belly for 
meats ; and God shall destroy both It and them : " this 
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apostolic averment, however, relates not to the spiritual, 
^at to the natural body. Speaking of the future state, 
Jesus said to His disciples : — *' I appoint unto you a 
kingdom, as My Father hath appointed unto Me ; that 
ye may eat and drink at My table in My kingdom, and sit 
on thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel." 

From all these inspired narratives combined, it is taken 
for granted, with a certainty not generally allowed to phi- 
losophical inference, that the angels are not without some 
material covering; nor are their bodies miraculously created, 
and assumed for special occasions, and then laid aside, or 
else turned into the matter of which they were first com- 
posed, with 'Hhe meat they did eat." Grod created them not 
for a day, nor for a period, but for the everlasting ages. 

The glorified body of Jesus is the model for the bodies 
of all created intelligendes : and what that is, the Trans- 
figuration was undoubtedly designed to show. The cross 
of Calvary had scarcely begun to darken His great soul, 
when He yearned for the glorious baptism of Tabor. 
Thither, accordingly, " He set His face," and soon stood 
on its lofty summit, with three of His disciple-friends, 
who became entranced with the beautiful landscape at 
their feet. But that was speedily eclipsed by a far sub- 
limer scene. Jesus was changing before their eyes. A 
strange, imearthly radiancy spread over His face and gar- 
ments, gradually brightening into a richer splendour, 
until '' His face did shine as the sun, and His raiment 
was white as the light." Meekness yielded to majesty, — 
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homau tenderness to the grandeur of a God I On the 
beams of glory which enveloped that deified form Mose^ 
and Elijah descended, and, garbed in the same splendour, 
conversed with Him of Olivet and Calvary, — of the cup 
and the cross. Embarrassed by the wondrous scene, and 
overborne by the rush of heavenly emotion, Peter would 
fain build three tabernacles to commemorate the event, 
and perpetuate the joy occasioned by it. But while he 
spake, a cloud fell star-like from the sky, and hung over 
the leader of Israel, the prophet of Horeb, and the 
Saviour of the world. That cloud was only a canopy for 
the Eternal, who, out of its dazzling foldings, exclaimed : 
— " This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased ; 
hear ye Him." Such was the glorification of Tabor. 
Now, if this marvellous incident in the life of Jesus is 
linked to the marvellous history of His resurrection, 
some meet idea may be formed of the grandeur and spiri- 
tuality of "that body" which is the destined robe of 
immortal souls ; "for," says St. Paul, " He shall change 
our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto His 
glorious body, according to the working whereby He is 
able even to subdue all things unto Himself." And the 
succeeding passage, given similarly in the three Evangels, 
proves that the bodies of the angels and the raised bodies 
of the saints will be alike ; — " The children of this world 
marry, and are given in marriage : but they which shall 
be accounted worthy to obtain that world, and the resur- 
rection from the dead, neither marry, nor are given in 
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marriage: neitlier can they die any more: for they are 
equal unto the angels ; and are the children of God, being 
the children of the resurrection." There is an imperative 
necessity for this uniform likeness. A blissful and en- 
during companionship demands it, as well as the perfect 
renewal of fallen natures; for the true form of human 
existence and society did not perish when certain frag- 
ments were severed therefrom, nor was the flock destroyed 
when some of the sheep wandered from the fold. He 
after whom '* the whole family in heaven and earth 
is named," and in whom they stood perfect, is now re- 
uniting the several fragments; the Shepherd has come 
into the wilderness, and is carrying home the lost sheep. 
And all shall be eventually gathered into one; and 
" there shall be one fold under one Shepherd." " Even 
so, Father, for so it seemeth good in Thy sight." 

The spirituality of their bodies is one of the grand 
reasons of the invisibility of the angels. Spiritual 
beings can only be seen by spiritual eyes, or eyes 
specially opened by almighty power, such as in the in- 
stance of all those who really perceived them. The last 
appearance of one was beheld by John on the desert-isle 
of Patmos; and, after that, all manifest communion 
ceased, because the canon of Inspiration was finally 
sealed. Before this, their appearance was one of the 
principal means of supplying a defective revelation ; for 
ocular demonstration of another world and its inhabitants 
was indispensably necessary then : but when " life and 
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immortality " were folly " brought to light by the Gos- 
pel,*' and '* the one Mediator between God and man " had 
risen from the dead, and gone to His glory, the stars might 
well disappear when the sun itself was above the horizon. 
Certain millenarian writers, who have attempted to 
delineate the church in the latter day, have fancied that 
they will then appear as before, — in visible, glorious form, 
and hold converse with the saints, to prepare them for 
that high and blessed fellowship which is to subsist for 
ever between them in their temple-home. Perhaps 
so : all we are assured of at present is — that the reapers 
of the harvest at the end of the world are the angels ; 
and as the harvest itself will be the great body Qf all 
risen flesh, sublimed into a glorious spirituality, they 
must be so visible that both their identity and their work 
will be apparent and indisputable. The thick veil which 
hides the spirit-world will then be rent asunder, and — 
delightful anticipation 1 — we shall see them " face to 
face," and " know even as also we are known." Mean- 
while, they are not invisible to each other, or they would 
lack advantages which man even in his lowest degrada- 
tion possesses ; nay, which the very brutes enjoy ; and 
we should naturally determine that the " spifits of just 
men made perfect '* were similarly circumstanced — a con- 
clusion which every thoughtfol mind would instantly 
rqject. Eecognition among the angels adds, no doubt, 
to their unspeakable blessedness, and proves a mighty 
inspiration in their varied ministries. 
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Their activity is truly wonderfuL Hence each order 
has almost invariably been depicted as having wings 
attached to their shoulders. But this portraiture is 
erroneous, inasmuch as the Bible speaks of two classes 
only who possess the^e adjuncts. Of the seraphim, Isaiah 
says : — '* In the year that king Uzziah died, I saw the 
Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and His 
train filled the temple. Above it stood the seraphim : 
each one had six wings ; with twain he covered his face, 
and with twain he covered his feet, and with twain he did 
fly.** And of the cherubim, Ezekiel says : — " Every one 
had four faces apiece, and every one had four wings ; and 
the likeness of the hands of a man under their wings. 
And when they went, I heard the noise of their wings, 
like the noise of great waters, as the voice of the 
Almighty, the voice of speech, as the noise of a host : 
when they stood, they let down their wings." But even 
in these two instances, it is very questionable whether the 
language employed is not merely symbolical, indicating 
the amazing celerity of motion of which the highest 
orders are capable. An impressive illustration of this is 
recorded in the fascinating history of Daniel. For well 
nigh seventy years, the captive Jews had hung their harps 
on the willows beside the waters of Babylon, far from the 
land of their inheritance and love; but the morning of 
salvation was now breaking through the long dark night 
of their suffering ; and Daniel, who was one of them, and 
who had been raised to the rank of prime-minister. 
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resolyed to prepare for ibis blessed consuramation, by a 
series of devout exercises whicb obtained an immediate 
response from heaven. ** Whiles I was speaking," he 
says, '* and praying, and confessing my sin and the sin of 
my people Israel, and presenting my supplications before 
the Lord my God for the holy mountain of my God ; yea, 
whiles I was speaking in prayer, even the man Gabriel, 
whom I had seen in the vision at the beginning, being 
caused to fly swiftly, touched me about the time of the 
evening oblation. And he informed me, and talked with 
me, and said, O Daniel, I am now come forth to give 
thee skill and understanding. At the beginning of thy 
supplications the commandment came forth, and I am 
come to show thee ; for thou art greatly beloved : there- 
fore understand the matter, and consider the vision.*' 
Milton describes Uriel gliding through the even on a sun- 
beam, swift as shooting star ; but the rapidity of Gabriel 
exceeded the rapidity of light itself. The orb of. day is 
ninety-five millions of miles distant from the earth, and 
the light travels from it at « the rate of nearly twelve 
millions of miles in one minute ; accordingly, a ray is 
somewhat less than eight minutes in coming from the sun 
to us. Yet Gabriel swept the immensely greater distance 
between the firmament of his own native heaven and the 
kingdom of Babylon quicker than the beams of the morn- 
ing or the fire of the storm, so that before the prostrate 
Hebrew terminated his prayer, he felt the touch of an 
angel's hand, and heard the sound of an angel's voice I 
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No wonder tbat Uie ofigioal of the words — " fly swifUy," 
implies pantiBg and weariness in consequence of bis 
stnpendons fliglit. And this he performed most probably 
without the possession or use of wings. Indeed, such 
appendages are not necessary to any order of celestials. 
Having bodies firee from the load of grosser matter, they 
ean visit at pleasure ereiy region of infinite space ; nay, 
with far greater ease and speed than we can go from room 
to room in our dwellings, they can pass from one mansion 
to another of our Father*s universal house, and return 
with correspondent swiftness. In Ezekiel's vision, '' the 
living creatures ran and returned as the appearance of a 
flash of lightning." Time cannot reckon their speed, 
nor illustration exhibit it. They are the real freemen of 
the wide universe; and their activity never slumbers. 
It is sublimely affirmed of them — *' they rest not day nor 
night." Their field of action is ever inviting. What 
new realms of truth and beauty present themselves at 
every onward step they take ! and, in the divine employ- 
ment, what fresh acts of devotion, gratitude, and benevo- 
lence are ceaselessly required from them ! But their 
capacity never tires. It rather grows young with the 
sweep of time, and mightier by its constant exercise. 
And as long as their holiness and love endure, they will 
profoundly sympathize with their work. No lassitude or 
languor will ever be felt by them. No clogs wiU hinder 
them, no chains bind them, no impediments stop them. 
Evermore will they take part in the halleligahs of heaven, 
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or speed on errands of benevolence and love to earth. 
Thus the law of activity is the master-principle of their 
being, and a distinctive part of the heaven thej con- 
stantly enjoy. 

And their power equals their activity. In fact, the 
one is the occasion of the other. With this perfection 
they are endowed more richly than any inhabitant of 
earth, perhaps, beyond our comprehension. We can 
form some adequate idea of power as connected with the 
ocean waves when lashed into fury by the storm ; or with 
the winds when expending their force in the wild tor- 
nado ; or with the lightning when riving the king of the 
forest ; or with the horse with his neck clothed in thun- 
der, pawing in the valley, and rejoicing in his strength. 
But there is a limit to it even in these instances. Power 
is much more effective and God-like when united with 
intellectual energy ; for the greatest force anywhere is 
mind, especially when sanctified. Its matchless excellence 
is experienced alike by rich and poor, by the learned and 
the ignorant. It excites the soldier to dare the fatal 
charge, and inspires him with more than mortal courage 
in the terrible conflict. It compels the miser to weep 
bitterly over his carnal selfishness, and despise the unholy 
passion which enthrals him. It dispels the thick heavy 
clouds which obscure the mind of the sceptic, and leaves 
his nobler self pure and elevated. The sinful are awed 
by its majesty, and the holy admire and love it. Yet 
what is this power even in its highest state P It is impo- 
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tency itself in comparison with that which the angels 
possess. They " excel in strength." They are styled 
" mighty," " powers," as if they were the impersonations 
of that attribute. And their power is exercised both in 
the material and spiritual world. What " marvellous 
things " have they achieved in both 1 They are divinely 
represented as holding the four winds of heaven, as burst- 
ing the seals and sounding the trumpets, as pouring out 
the vials and rolling the thunders of eternal justice, as 
moving the great wheels of divine providence, and bind- 
ing the prince of the power of the air and casting him 
into the bottomless pit. They have power also to render 
themselves invisible as they list, and do their work unper- 
ceived by human eyes. One of their number passed over 
Egypt, and slew in one night all the firstborn in the land> 
80 that *' there was not a house in which there were not 
some dead," and from which the shriek of bereavement 
did not arise. When David numbered his army, another 
angel went out from the Lord, and, by means of the 
pestilence, smote seventy thousand of Israel and Judah. 
During the darkness of a few hours, another angel accom- 
plished a more awful feat, by destroying the mighty host 
of Sennacherib, — one hundred and eighty-five thousand 
warriors. In the forcible and eloquent language of the 
poet: — 
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The Assyrian came down like a wolf on the fold. 
And Ms cohorts were gleaming in parple and gold ; 
And the sheen of their spears was like stars on the sea^ 
When the blue wave rolls nightly on deep Galilee. 
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*' Like the leaves of the forest when summer is green. 
That host with their banners at sanset were seen ; 
Like the leaves of the forest when aaiumn hath blown. 
That host on the morrow lay wither'd and strown. 

** For the angel of death spread his wings on the blast. 
And breathed in the face of his foe as he pass'd ; 
And the eyes of the sleeper wai'd deadly and chill. 
And their hearts bnt once heaved, and for ever grew still I 

'* And there lay the steed, with his nostril all wide ; 
Bnt through it there rolFd not the breath of his pride ; 
And the foam of his gasping lay white on the tnrf. 
And cold as the spray of the rock-beating surf. 

"And there lay the rider, distorted and pale. 
With the dew on his brow aud the rust on his mail ; 
And the tents were all silent, the banners aloue. 
The lances unlifted, the trumpet uoblown. 

" And the widows of Ashur were loud in their wall, 
And the idols were broken in the temple of Baal ; 
For the might of the Gentile, nnsmote by the sword. 
Hath melted like snow in the glance of the Lord I " 

After Daniel had spent a night among the lions, '* the 
king arose very early in the morning, and when he came 
to the den, he cried with a lamentable voice — O Daniel, 
servant of the living God, is thy God, whom thou servest 
continually, able to deliver thee from the lions? And 
Daniel said unto the king — O king, live for ever. My 
Gt)d hath sent His angel, and hath shut the lions' mouths, 
that they have not hurt me : forasmuch as before Him 
innocency was found in me, and before thee, O king, have 
I done no hurt." On the resurrection of Jesus from the 
dead, " the angel of the Lord descended from heaven, and 
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came and rolled back the stone from the door," not to 
release Him from captivity, but to demonstrate that He 
had extracted the sting of death and despoiled the grave 
of its victory. The angel who delivered Peter heeded 
not the massive structure, albeit built of piled rocks; 
neither the securities of iron, of guards, and of gates. 
His entrance to the imprisoned disciple was so calmly 
and noiselessly effected, that the ''four quaternions of 
soldiers " were not aware of his presence, and Peter slept 
on in happy consciousness of personal innocency and 
divine guardianship, until the angel smote him on the 
side, and raised him up, saying : — " Arise up quickly." 
The chains fell off his hands, and the door of every ward, 
as well as the gate leading into the city, opened of the 
accord of the angel, and they went out. Thus the fisher- 
man of Galilee was led out of prison ; but his deliverer 
so smote the tyrant who persecuted him, that '' he was 
eaten of worms, and gave up the ghost." Truly, angels 
know the happiness of power ; we the happiness of weak- 
ness. Nevertheless, strong as is their hand, and high as 
is their right hand, they cannot break the fetters of a sin- 
bound soul, nor grant it the liberty of God's dear cliil- 
dren ; they cannot wash away its deep stains and dark 
defilements, and make it clear and white as the light 
itself. This great work belongs solely to Him who is 
without a compeer in the broad universe of life. " For 
who in the heaven can be compared unto the Lord P who 
among the sons of the mighty can be likened unto Him ? 
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God is greatly to be feared in the assembly of the saints, 
and to be had in reverence of all them that are round 
abont Him. O Lord God of hosts ! who is a strong 
Lord like unto Thee, or to Thy faithfulness round about 
Thee ? " Blessed thought ! the power which these 
** sons of the mighty " wield, is altogether subject to His 
behest ; so that while it is exerted to destroy those who 
abonnd in the practice of evil, it magnifies itself in the 
salvation of those who learn to do well. 

The angels are also dowered with immortality ; and 
tbat, too, in a pre-eminent and glorious degree : hence 
they are entitled " living ones," and " living creatures." 
Their life ranks next to that " quickening energy which 
Christ attributes to the Father, and challenges to Him- 
self, as an exclusive, appropriate, and wonderful attribute 
of Godhead." Yet they do not exist of themselves, or by 
their own power; for, absolutely. Deity "alone hath 
immortality." " In Him," therefore, like the children of 
earth, "they live, and move, and have their being." 
Otherwise, their life would be as the life of a babe or an 
insect, or as " the grass, which is to-day in the field, and 
to-morrow is cast into the oven." Nay, they had never 
existed in any form but for ''Him ; and, mighty though 
they are. He can blot them out of being " in a moment, 
in the twinkling of an eye," if He will ; for it is His pre- 
rogative both to create and to destroy. Or if He should 
but suspend His manutency or sustaining power, they 
would perish instantly. But He has ordained that " they 
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shall never die ; " and, accordingly, He has bestowed 
upon them the gift of an imperishable and undecaying 
natore. Mary had proof of this at the sepulchre of 
Jesus. Four thousand years, at least, had elapsed since 
their creation ; but those '* shining ones ** who defended 
the entrance of that vacant tomb still appeared in all the 
freshness and vigour of their primeval condition. During 
this long succession of ages, what untold myriads of 
human beings, created by the same God, had acted their 
appointed part in the mystic drama of life, and then left 
the busy stage for the quiet tomb ! and there will they 
sleep until the trump of 'doom shall awake them. But 
the angels know no change. Time may sweep past them 
with the speed of the tempest ; but they will never age, 
never succumb to the enervations of disease, nor bow 
down to the cold, iron sceptre of the King of Mortality. 
Death shall have no dominion over them : the chamel- 
* house shall never imprison one of their number. Pos- 
sessing, as they do, this endowment of immortality, 
what amazing advantages they have over us 1 To 
humankind, upon whom the decree of death has passed, 
the contemplation of personal decay and dissolution is 
emphatically appalling. To think that those countenances 
through which their souls look so lovingly, those tongues 
with which they speak so eloquently, those hearts with 
which they feel so intensely, l;hose hands with which they 
ply 80 skilfully, and those feet with which they tread 
so firmly, together with all other natural faculties so 
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uiupeakably dear to them, will one day surely perish, and 
become the food of worms, is a fate so mysterious and 
dreadful, that it is no surprise that some, *' through fear 
of it, are all their lifetime subject to bondage;" while 
others, rather than endure it, woidd almost reaiga that 
ethereal and beatified destiny toward which time and God 
ipre hastening them. But the angels, because sinless, have 
jio unnatural and awful transition like this before them, 
and, consequently, no such sombre and overwhelming 
contemplations. In reality, tbe thought of dying never 
flings its black, bng shadow across their spirits ; never 
slackens their wonderful energies, or restricts their bound- 
less liberties ; never interrupts their gladness, or disturbs 
for an instant the serene tranquillity they enjoy. Their 
youthfulness, like all their attributes, will evermore im- 
prove and brighten, and so enable them to rise step by 
step, and throne by throne, nearer to Him who is not only 
the standard of absolute perfection, but of absolute happi- 
ness. Oh, to them this prospect must be infinitely trans- 
porting 1 Nor can it be without a peculiar and mighty 
influence on Deity Himself. To see His elder creation 
always approaching clQier to Him by greater degrees of 
resemblance, must certainly move Him to ''joy over them 
with singing, and rest in His love I'' 

Of their present beauty and glory, it is impossible to 
give an adequate description. The artist, inspired with 
heavenly conceptions, has made his canvas glow with 
figures of exquisite loveliness and God-like bearing. The 
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tcolptor baa diiselled out of a roagh and unsightly piece 
of marble an image befitting his lofty genius. The poet 
has tuned his lyre of sweetest melody, and sung of angelic 
excellency with a pathos only surpassed by that which stirs 
his soul to the deepest when lauding Him who is '* the 
fiiirest among ten thousand," and ''the altogether lovely." 
And the ambassador of the cross, with a consecrated elo- 
quence, has described their exceeding glory and dignity. 
Tet, the one half has neither been portrayed nor told. 
Albeit so powerful in intellect, and so gifted in utterance, 
humanity is unable fully to conceive or penetrate their 
vast and intense magnificence. Inspiration alone ap- 
proaches this giant task. In one of those gorgeous and 
overwhelming visions granted to the prime-minister of 
Babylon, a most striking account of the personal appear- 
ance of an angel occurs : — *' I lifted up mine eyes, and 
looked, and behold a certain man whose loins were girded 
with fine gold of Uphaz : his body also was like the beryl, 
and his face as the appearance of lightning, and his eyes 
as lamps of fire, and his arms and his feet like in colour 
to polished brass, and the voice of his words as the voice 
of a multitude." The angel wh(|||^nounced the resurrec- 
tion of Him who is " the first-fruits of them that sleep," 
exhibited also a bright and resplendent form. The first 
Evangelist says that " his countenance was like lightning : 
and for fear of him the keepers did shake, and became as 
dead men." Nor is the angel of the Apocalypse a whit 
less august and glorious. " And I saw," says the exile 
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of Patmos, ** another mighty angel come down from 
heaven, clothed with a cloud : and a rainbow was upon 
hia head, and his face was as it were the sun, and his feet 
as pillars of fire/' Thus " nursed in the lap of light," 
and invested with a " very terrible ** grandeur, " the earth 
brightened with their glory," the angels generally appeared 
to those to whom they were divinely sent on errands of 
kindness. . Such circumstantial splendours were suited to 
beings of a character and station so pre-eminent above 
eveiy created thing it is possible for the mind to imagine. 
And their clothing was in keeping with these superb 
manifestations. For purity, it has been likened unto the 
whiteness of newly-fallien snow ; and for brilliancy, to the 
dazzling radiancy of the noon-day sun. Whence did they 
obtain it P ■ Certainly, it was never wrought by human 
hands, nor elajborate({ by human skill. Like the robe of 
the risen Saviour,— His original one having been parted 
among the soldiers who crucified Him, — ^their clothing is 
the workmanship of that almightiness " which doeth great 
things and unsearchable, marvellous things without num- 
ber;" and in this manner actualizes every part of that 
stupendous whole whjiri^ was determined and arranged 
ages before a star glistened in the firmanent, or an angel 
stood in the divine presence. 

When the person of an angel was perfectly revealed 
to St. John, he was so dazzled with his unearthly splen- 
dour, and so bewildered with the ravishing mysteries he 
made known to him, that, overswayed with transport, he 
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" fell down to worship before the feet of the angel which 
showed him these things." Twice this fact is recorded, 
as if he had been twice overcome by his wondrous beauty 
and dignity. It has been thought by some that John 
concluded he was the same glorious person he had seen 
walking in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks, 
and who commanded him to write " the things which are, 
and the things which shall be hereafter,*' and, accordingly, 
that it was as fitting now as then that he should pay him 
sacred adoration. Others, again, have fancied that John 
merely stooped to express his infinite respect and thank- 
fulness for the amazing revelations vouchsafed to him. 
These suppositions, however, are not satisfactory. John 
undeniably regarded this illustrious being as an angel, 
but of the highest order, shining with such heavenly 
brightness, and partaking so greatly of the divine majesty, 
that, for a while, he was so overawed as to attempt to 
revere him as God. This is all the more surprising, 
since he had been taught respecting the great Divinity 
from the lips of the great Teachter, and had previously 
laid this tender yet emphatic injunction on the Christian 
Church : — " My little children, keep yourselves from 
idols." Now as Satan, after showing Jesus ''all the 
kingdoms of the world, and the gloiy of them," made this 
special request : — " All these things will I give Thee, if 
Thou wilt fall down and worship me," no doubt this 
angel, had he been an evil messenger, would not only 
have allowed, but gloried in the religious homage 
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attempted to be paid to him. But he was a holy 
good angel, and, consequently, at once refused it, saying : 
— "See thou do it not; for I am thy fellow-servant, 
and of thy brethren the prophets, and of them which keep 
the sayings of this book : " and then with peculiar em- 
phasis added : — *' Worship God." This was the final 
reiteration of that sublime assertion : — " I am the Lord : 
that is My name; and My glory will I not give to 
another." None, therefore, may receive the honour 
which belongs wholly to a Triune Deity. Indeed, all 
creature-worship is below the dignity of man, fallen and 
polluted though he is. If he renders it, he lifts his 
guardian angel or his favourite saint above their proper 
level, and sinks himself below his own. God alone is 
worthy of the devotion of his heart ; and hence, like the 
ascending eagle, he must &j. his inner eye not upon the 
glow-worm, but upon the sun itself. But neither the 
angels nor the sainted desire this paramount homage; 
for when the celestial envoy said to John : — " Worship 
God," he thereby declared their express abhorrence of 
such a service. Nevertheless, this forbidden adoration 
has been one of the most prominent errors both of 
ancient and modem times. The high rank ascribed to 
the angels, and the profound consideration with which 
their embassies have been treated, together with the 
thought of the immense void existing between man and 
God which only such intermediate orders can fill up, 
have induced multitudes to exalt them to a kind of media- 
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torial elevation, and pay them divine reverence. Into 
this pernicious error the Hebrews never fell, though they 
frequently participated in the absurd idolatries of their 
heathen neighbours j but the Gentile proselytes were con- 
stantly exposed to it from, the wild speculations and 
teachings of Oriental philosophers. Against this destruc- 
tive heresy St. Paul cautioned them, saying : — " Let no 
man beguile you of your reward in a voluntary humility 
and worshipping of angels." These angels, however, 
were not those creatures known among the Hebrews 
by that peculiar appellation, but were regarded by the 
Gnostics and others as a species of heavenly progeny, 
clothed with the attributes of subordinate deities. Tet, 
even these imaginary excellencies were not to be wor- 
shipped. Such unhallowed devotion is therefore contrary 
alike to the instances, the precepts, and the warnings of 
Scripture. The astonishment is — that any delusion could 
possibly give it existence in any section of the Church of 
Christ. It is no justification of such idolatry that they 
are unspeakably great and glorious; nor that they are 
the bearers to mankind of the gifts and succours of 
Heaven. If we " worship Him only '* in doing whose 
pleasure they take the deepest interest, thep, just as the 
shadow follows the substance, so will they delight in 
those whom He loves, and, independent of all direct 
entreaty and supplication, render them every needful and 
holy office. But while emphatically prohibited from 
worshipping or praying to them, it is both our obligation 
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and onr privilege to honour them more than the greatest 
person on earth ; for " they are worthy ; " and " this is 
good and acceptable in the sight of God." Bishop Hall 
wisely observes : — " We come short of our duty to these 
blessed spirits, if we entertain not in our hearts a high 
and venerable conceit of their wonderful majesty, glory, 
and greatness, and an awful acknowledgment and reve- 
rential awe of their glorious presence." And Eichard 
Baxter says : — " The neglect of our due love and grati- 
tude to angels, and forgetting our relation to them, and 
receivings by them, and communion with them, and 
living as if we had little to do with them, is a culpable 
overlooking God as He appears in His most noble crea- 
tures, and is a neglect of our love to God in them, and a 
great hindrance to our higher and more immediate love." 



CHAPTER IV. 

PRE-EMINENT QUALITIES. 



^Tbxt know nought but troth, fed nought bat loTe, 
"Will nought bat bliss, do noaght bat righteonsness." 



HowBVEB refined in nature, mighty in power, and 
glorioas in form, the grander excellencies of our angel 
companions consist of qualities which more directly and 
supremely bear *' the image and superscription " of their 
Idngly Buler. Figure, and lineament, and colour, may 
express their outer loTcliness and majesty, but not their 
inner goodness, purity, and rectitude. Virtues are the 
positive beauties of the soul ; and, for this reason, while 
in perfect agreement with exterior endowments, are as 
superior to them as the soul is to the tabernacle which 
it inhabits. 

There is nothing in the vast amplitude and infinity of 
God's works, whether hard by His burning throne, or 
upon " the extremest promontory of His imiverse," that 
will compare with mind. It is the liying evidence of 
His omniscience — the visible footprint of His Godhead — 
the crowning characteristic of His divinity, though it be 
lodged in perishable " houses of clay," or .enshrined in 
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the deathless forms of angels. But mind in earth-born 
creatures is merely in the incipient stages of its existence, 
while in the celestials it obtains intimate nearness to 
its incomprehensible and unfailing Source. Tet the sage 
woman of Tekoah said to David : — " My lord is wise, 
according to the wisdom of an angel of God, to know 
all things that are in the earth;" and the princely 
Mephibosheth addressed him in similar language when 
defending himself from the yile slauderings of his own 
servant.^ *'But my lord the king,*' said he, ''is as an 
angel of God : do therefore what is good in thine eyes." 
Both, however, spoke in a comparative sense ; or their 
statement was only servile adulation, rather than the 
genuine expression of personal conviction; for angelic 
wisdom is unequalled in the broad realm of created 
existence ; and is essential not only to the perfection of 
their exalted creaturehood, but the accomplishment of 
that momentous work which God specially designed for 
them. What intelligent beings, then, must they be ! 
Their memories always vivid and faithful ; their imagina- 
tions as loflty as they are guileless ; and their judgments 
so sound and discreet that no fallacy of any kind can 
ever deceive them. Every advantage is on their side. 
Their minds have hot been weakened or clouded by sin. 
Ignorance has never held them back in the pursuit of 
knowledge, nor detained them to acquire a new language. 
Poverty has never cursed them with incompetent instruc- 
tion ; neither has sickness, or death, interrupted for a 
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moment the full and ardent play of their mental powers. 
Their home, also, is where truth reigns alone, — where 
the minds of all are irradiated with substantial know- 
ledge, — where the profound mysteries of the Eternal 
are perpetually disclosing, — and where the unerring plans 
of His providence are gradually unfolding themselves. 
But they have not been confined there ; for " its gates 
are open continually." All eye, all ear, all thought, all 
energy, they have swept over the fields of illimitable 
space, and analysed and discussed the wonders both of 
creation and time. For six thousand years at least, this 
has formed a chief part of their employments. Nor have 
they been once disappointed in their exercise, or dis- 
heartened by misapplied effort. The treasures of know- 
ledge which they have amassed during these mighty 
periods of their existence, and the incessant opportunities 
of observation and reflection with which they have been 
favoured, are inconceivable. By these surprising acquire- 
ments they have likewise expanded their original powers, 
and strengthened their vigour and activity amazingly. 
Still, they fall infinitely short of the divine mind, which 
never expands. The laws of mental development cannot 
affect the all-wise Deity. His wisdom and knowledge, 
though gradually revealed to His intelligent creation, 
like all the perfections of His nature, were always — 
millions on millions of ages ago — what they now are. 
He is " the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever." His 
being is an ocean that has neither shore nor bottom, 
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begiDning nor end, ebb nor flow; which no time or 
circumstance can possibly alter; and which has been, 
is, and shall be endlessly full. " His understanding is 
infinite ; " consequently, He possesses absolute knowledge, 
and " knoweth all things," while the knowledge of the 
angels, being that of creatures of finite intelligence, is 
necessarily restricted. Future contingencies, or ''the 
things which shall be hereafter," they know not, unless 
they are such as ordinarily and inevitably follow from 
ordinary and inevitable causes, or are revealed to them 
by Him who ''calleth those things which be not as 
though they were." They are also as uninformed con- 
cerning the end of the world and the grand assize as we 
are, albeit they will take an important part in both. 
*' Of that day and hour," said Jesus, ** knoweth no man, 
no, not the angels of heaven, but My Father only. 
Their knowledge of " the thoughts of men's hearts 
is, to a like extent, circumscribed. True, like skilful 
physicians, who tell exactly the state of their patients* 
health by their looks and feelings, the angels go very far 
in discovering the thoughts, affections, and purposes of men 
by their appearances and actions ; and seldom are they 
mistaken respecting them; but human hearts are fully 
known to Him only who fashioned them, and who 
challenges to Himself this exclusive right : — " I the 
Lord search the heart, I try the reins." Neither do they 
know such things with which they are familiar as per- 
fectly as God knows them. And what a mystery of 
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mysteries to tbem, as well as to us, is His divine essence! 
Never, no never 1 will that be understood either by 
illustrious angel or glorified man. God can be perfectly 
known only to Himself. This restrictedness, however, 
leads them to yearn for a far more intimate and complete 
knowledge of Him ; and, accordingly, they eagerly and 
joyously enter into communion with Him in the very 
presence-chamber of His glory. 

They are likewise exceedingly holy. This, in fact, was 
the aboriginal condition even of the angels of darkness. 
Hence they are called — " the angels that sinned," in dis- 
tinction from the angels of light, who are called — "saints," 
" holy ones,'* and " holy angels." Milton beautifully styles 
them — "the sanctities of heaven.'* Not, indeed, that 
they are "holy as the Lord;" but they are strikingly 
"like Him" in this essential perfection of His nature. 
True, there are certain passages in the Book of Job which 
seem to assert the existence of an opposite state, such as 
— " The stars are not pure in His sight ;" " His angels He 
charged with folly ;" and " He putteth no trust iu His 
servants." And some theologians, in their interpretation 
of these ^' dark sayings," have gone so far as to say that 
sin has actual place in heaven, and moral defection exists 
among those angel-chiefs who immediately surround His 
throne. If this were so, would not heaven be wholly un- 
suitable as the special residence of Deity, and the home 
of " the spirits of just men made perfect P" Moreover : 
how could the angels abide for an instant in the shekinah- 
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lustre of His presence P How confederate with sancti- 
fied natures P Impossible 1 When Adam sinned, he hid 
himself from the presence of the Lord Gk)d among the 
trees of the garden, and avoided the company of all the 
holy. Such, therefore, cannot be the proper meaning of 
those fearful words. They must refer exclusively to fallen 
angels ; for heaven is as truly the permanent abode of 
holiness as it is the royal seat of Jehovah. "There 
shall in no wise enter into it anything that defileth, 
neither whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh a 
lie." Its angel-people are '* all righteous together." No 
frailty or sin has ever tarnished their fair nature, or 
defiled those white garments which they wear as emblem- 
atic of their purity and innocency. Their faces also reflect 
their sinlessness ; while their breasts are so transparent, 
that their souls may be read on the beauteous robes which 
cover them. Yea, they excel in holiness as surely and 
entirely as they " excel in strength." Consequently, ihtj 
can have no sympathy whatever with sin : rather, just as 
Christ, out of the fathomless abyss of His divine and 
pure nature, frequently gave expression to His ineffable 
abhorrence of it, and at last became a sacrifice to " put it 
away " for ever, they have shown their detestation of it 
on divers memorable occasions, — from the time that they 
assumed guard, in an attitude of frowning displeasure, at 
the gates of a lost Eden, until the prophet of the Apoca- 
lypse sealed the canon of Inspiration. They cherish the 
same dislike towards it now. Say not that this is oon- 
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trary to the lofty and blameless morality which such 
beings ceaselessly exhibit; nor that it is unbecoming 
those who are constantly engaged in the ministries of holy 
lo?e. There is a sinless anger as certainly as there is a 
sinful anger. The former only is indulged by these 
heavenly natures, without any imperfection soever 
mingling with it. While they hate sin, they both love 
and pity the sinner. Therefore, as this feeling arises 
solely from their holiness, and corresponds altogether with 
it, they glorify Him who has made them what they are 
whenever they manifest it. This intense aversion to sin 
has likewise proved of unspeakable advantage to them- 
selves, in enabling them to hold fast their integrity when 
vast numbers of their associates fell : and, as a fitting 
reward for their loyalty and steadfastness, they are con- 
firmed in their present state of happiness and glory by 
Him who is " the head of all principality and ppwer," 
and " by whom all things consist that are in heaven, and 
that are on earth." Nay, they fiilly participate in the 
beatific vision, from which, no doubt, they were debarred 
prior to the conclusion of their probation. So that they 
are impeccable now, or, in other words, placed beyond 
the reach of temptation, and the possibility of sinning. 
Oh, to think of creatures whose minds will never know 
one contaminating thought, whose imaginations will never 
be stained by one unhallowed conception, whose spirits 
will never mourn over one sinful emotion ; — creatures 
whose measureless life will be distinguished by a purity 
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of intellect, a purity of affection, a purity of will, and a 
purity of nature which will become more and more 
God-like ; — this is emphatically sublime and delightful 1 
Among holy men on earth, there is manifested a con* 
siderable degree of moral loveliness ; for even now they 
are like the Incarnation of Beauty. And how passing 
sweet their converse ! Such, in olden times, attracted 
the special notice of Him who " sitteth in the heavens," 
and elicited from Him an utterance fraught with ever- 
lasting blessedness. ** They that feared the Lord," says 
the last of a long and noble line of prophets, *' spake 
often one to another : and the Lord hearkened, and heard 
it, and a book of remembrance was written before Him 
for them that feared the Lord, and that thought upon 
His name. And they shall be Mine, saith the Lord of 
hosts, in that day when I make up My jewels ; and I will 
spare them as a man spareth his own son that serveth 
him." Nevertheless, it must be confessed, that the 
nearer you approach the most translucent and simple- 
hearted, and the longer you hold fellowship with them, 
the more you discover follies and weaknesses in all, and 
the lamentation of Solomon quivers on the lip — " I have 
seen an end of all perfection." But the holy angels have 
no blemishes either of person, or character, or disposition ; 
hence their loveliness is inconceivable ; and their con- 
verse augments the very joys of heaven. 

Still, high and permanent as this condition of sinless- 
uess unquestionably is, it does not exalt them beyond 
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measure in their own estimation. They are as humble as 
they are holy. Pride — ^that most hateful form of all 
evil things, by which " the Son of the Morning " fell, 
and " drew down with him a third part of \he stars 
of heaven" — never gains admittance into their souls: 
they are as effectually barred against it, as the gates 
of bliss against the intrusion and desecration of every 
unholy principle. All are eminent for their humility ; 
but the loftiest in station, the brightest in splendour, 
and the noblest in person, are the humblest of all. 
For, as the branches that are heaviest with ripe fruit 
bend nearest the ground, and the ship most laden sinks 
deepest in ocean-waters, the "far more exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory " which has been lavished upon 
them, bows them lowest before the throne. There, inwrapt 
with an affluence of thought and love, they forget all but 
Him who commands their supreme and eternal admira- 
tion, and breathe nought but adoring praise. Indeed, 
just as the most loving are best formed for association 
with Eternal Love, the humblest are best adapted for 
the highest adoration. Nor is this aU : they gain fresh 
dignity from every fresh act of humility, and are never so 
high as when they stoop never so low. And what shall 
we say of the ecstacy produced by this feeling? If 
riches, and honour, and life in its principal form and en- 
joyments, are the certain rewards of humility on earth, 
as Solomon assures us they are, who shall describe the 
rewards of humility in heaven P Surely, as the statioQ 
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of tbis celestial virtue is nearest the throne, the humblest 
spirits quaff the deepest draughts of bliss, and bask in 
the richest glories of Deity 1 But their hunrility is 
exhibited below as well as above. They who bow thus 
in heaven, and worship nighest the throne, bow thus on 
earth, and do not disdain to minister to the poorest and 
most wretched of its children. " And it came to pass that 
the beggar died, and was carried by the angels into Abra- 
ham's bosom." While the unsightly Lazarus lived, none 
blessed him, or bestowed upon him the endearing appella- 
tion of companion and friend, or kindly sheltered him 
beneath their roof-tree ; and when he died, none followed 
him, slowly and silently, " to his long home," and bap- 
tized it with a mourner's tears. Nevertheless, God's 
angels loved him as a brother, and, with a joy emphati- 
cally their own, conveyed his freed spirit to its destiny 
in the skies. As Luther has it : — " They are our true 
and trusty servants, performing offices and works that 
one poor miserable mendicant would be ashamed to do 
for another." They have long learned this grand lesson 
— that humility is peculiarly the way of God. If He had 
not "humbled Himself," that He might make Himself 
known to them, through all eternity they would have 
been ignorant of Him. And, further: if He had 
not "humbled Himself," and "become obedient unto 
death, even the death of the cross," a world would have 
been unsaved, and the very brightest display of divine 
glory hidden from all intelligencies Yea, more : they 

r 



66 PBS-EIIINENT QUALITIES. 

behold Him now occupying the highest seat in heaven 
who once travelled with bleeding feet and bleeding heart 
the loneliest solitudes of earth, and wearing on His august 
brow the triple diadem of the universe, but still retain- 
ing a spirit and bearing lowly as the grave in which 
He was once laid. And with this pattern of what a 
Gk>d really is, and what an angel must ever be, they 
exhibit a humbleness of soul which is one of the love- 
liest and sweetest flowers blooming in the garden of the 
Lord. 

Nor is their meekness less profound than their humility. 
Indeed, so mild and placid are their immaculate spirits, 
that they resemble a lake unruffled by the softest zephyr 
of eventide. Whence had they this pleasing disposition ? 
Certainly not from ignorance, or distrust, or self-abhor- 
rence ; for pure and perfect natures can experience none 
of these mischiefs. It is their proper and natural tem- 
perament, and exists within their breasts without any 
evil force to disturb it. With the Christian disciple it 
is far otherwise. While the same Creator has implanted 
in him the same frame of mind, it is often and severely 
tested by antagonistic influences. Yet right nobly does 
it contend for the mastery. It restrains all angry pas- 
sions; gives sweetness to the temper; and adds a 
wondrous dignity and kindness to every word and action. 
With the harmlessness of the dove it blends the gentle- 
ness gf the lamb. Thinking no evil, and not easily pro- 
voked, it bears injury without resentment, and cherishes no 
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desire for revenge ; rather, it willingly conceale tbe faults 
and sins of its adversaries beneath the mantle of divine 
love. When reviled and censured, like Jesus, who stood 
in the judgment-hall the very symbol and incarnation of 
spiritual power, it is silent ; and thus achieves a greater 
victory than was ever obtained by battle-axe or sword. 
But the angels endure no provocation ; no irritation pro- 
vokes them to exceed the commandment of the Lord, as 
did ** the man Moses, who was very meek above all the 
men who were upon the face of the earth." The heaven 
without is as calm and free from evil as the heaven 
within. There are lio jarring interests, no counter forces, 
there. On this account their meekness remains untested: 
yet it is none the less real and pleasing ; for it is to them 
the source of a perpetual Sabbath, and graces their person 
with " an ornament which is in the sight of God of great 
price. 

£ut love is the most pre-eminent of all their qualities, 
inasmuch as it is the divinest. " God is love," and love 
is God ; love uncreated, pure, tender, absolute, infinite ; 
love exulting in its own element, filling its own bound- 
lessness, and enthroned on its own everlasting heights ; 
love interpreting that awful Existence who '* rideth upon 
the heavens by His name Jah ; " love which " passeth 
all understanding ! " This, then, being the crown of all 
the divine attributes, is necessarily the crown likewise of 
all the angelic. It is the most comprehensive, the 
most exciting, the most admirable, nay, the very founda- 
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tion and life of all their celestial virtues. How exqui- 
sitely beautiful and captivating is love on earth ! It is 
alike the science and elysium of the heart. Thereon it i3 
exalted, and therefrom it flows in tides of exceeding good- 
ness. It sits watchfully beside the cradle of the newly - 
bom infant, and realizes a world of contentment in its 
patient vigil. It bends over the bed of death, and con- 
ceals its own despair in living words of faith and hope. 
It ministers with no spare hand to the pressing necessities 
of the sons of adversity, and converts every terrene dis- 
aster into a supernal benediction. It calms the surging 
heart of the bereaved, conquers the strong determination 
of the obstinate, hushes the vehement repinings of the 
fretful, hallows the most impure nature ; and, rising with 
difficulty and strengthening with defeat, it yields itself up 
to a full abandonment of its sublime purpose. Nothing 
in this life can either supply its place or sustain its voca- 
tion. Ambition is void without its impulse, vanity is 
cold without its fire, and wealth is but an empty glitter 
in comparison with it. Love is verily the highest and 
sweetest word that human lips can utter : it is the syno- 
nym of God ! And if it be so exquisitely beautiful and 
captivating where imperfection mars the most precious 
things, what must it be in that habitation where it is the 
very atmosphere which angels breathe, and the mightiest 
passion by which they are swayed and beatifiied P There 
it ever burns with graceful fervency ; for it can no more 
die than virtue can languish and perish in her native 
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home. But while the angels love everything that is 
worthy of their love, some things command their affection 
more powerfully than others. The truth, especially 
that contained in the Eevelation of God, does so; 
because, though they knew Him before in His covenant 
with them, and in the varied works of creation, they 
obtain a glimpse through this precious medium of His 
character as the Saviour of man, which is a knowledge of 
far greater excellency than any previously bestowed or 
acquired by them. Ere this lesson-book of infinite love 
was placed in their hands, they saw only the back-parts 
of Deity; but now they see His face, yea. His very 
heart! Surprised, therefore, and engrossed with "the 
manifold wisdom of God " as disclosed in " the fulness 
of the blessing of the Gospel of Christ," they love it 
even more intensely than Satan hates it ; and, in pro- 
portion as he seeks to injure and destroy it, they succour 
and promote it. 

" Though the canse of evil prosper, yet 'tis tmth alone is strong. 
And albeit she wanders outcast now, I see around her throng 
Troops of beautiful tall angels, to enshield her from all wrong.'* 

They love us, too, sadly effaced though we are in all our 
primeval features. " They loved us," says Dr. Chalmers, 
" even with the love which a family on earth bears to a 
younger sister ; and the very childhood of our tinier facul- 
ties did only serve the more to endear us to them ; and 
though born at a later hour in the history of creation, did 
they regard us as heirs of the same destiny with them- 
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selves, to rise along with them in the scale of moral ele- 
vation, to bow at the same footstool,^ and to partake in 
those high dispensations of a parent's kindness and a 
parent's care, which are ever emanating from His throne 
on all the members of a duteous and affectionate family." 
And they love each other with unceasing ardour, and show 
it in a thousand gracious services. But they love God 
most of all. They are assured that He loves them 
infinitely ; and, as far as they are able, they reciprocate 
His love. Every desire and act is subordinated to Him. 
They behold Him in everything His wisdom has devised, 
and His hand has formed ; and the thought that He made 
all things fair and good, imparts an amazing charm to 
every contemplation. Evermore do they walk in the sun- 
beams of His love. He is their all — their supreme and 
everlasting all ; and hence their love to Him fills them 
with all the transport of an overwhelming affection. No 
sense of grandeur so elevates their pure souls as when they 
gaze on manifested Deity: no field of cloudless trans- 
parency so enchants them by "the blissfulness of its 
visions " as when they bend themselves in rapt adoration 
at " the shrine of infinite and unspotted holiness : " no 
beauty so fascinates them as does that moral beauty which 
" throws a softening lustre over the awfulness of the God- 
head." In fine, the highest heaven of their existence 
lies in their knowledge, their admiration, and their love 
of God ! 

And just as " I love " is the passion of an angel's 
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heart, " I serve " is the motto on an angel's brow. Obe- 
dience is the sacrifice which they constantly present unto 
God. They are ever doing His will, — doing it so uni- 
formly and perfectly, that sanctified men on earth can aim 
at nothing higher or better than doing it as the angels in 
heaven. Their obedience passed triumphantly through 
the ordeal of trial with those '* angels who kept not their 
first estate ; " for this cause it is so thorough now, that 
they do all His commandments. They have no personal 
will distinct from the will of their Sovereign ; and they 
never act inde[^endently of His behest ; therefore, what 
they do. He may be said to do also. When He com- 
mands, they promptly obey ; not as blind agents, but as 
spiritual creatures of the highest intellectual capabilities : 
and so confident are they that Infinite Wisdom cannot 
err, and Infinite Goodness cannot be unkind, that they 
never ask questions, or seek reasons for executing His 
will. Their whole entity is in complete unison with it, 
in like manner as the strings of a well-tuned lyre are in 
unison with the ear of the inspired genius who draws 
forth their sweetest sounds ; so that the least signification 
of the divine mind is quite sufficient to determine theirs, 
and excite, them to instantaneous action. They fly any- 
where the moment God evinces His design ; for, as an old 
writer observes, " true obedience has no lead at its heels." 
This explains the beauty and force of those words of 
Jesus : — " they behold His face," — a metaphor borrowed 
from good servants, who, being well acquainted with their 
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master's inclinations and wishes, have their eyes so fixed 
upon him, that, upon the least motion of his, they might 
go and consummate his pleasure. And that which is 
God's pleasure is theirs also ; for He has arranged that 
their duties shall become their delights. Hence they 
" hearken to the voice of His word," and bless Him who 
vouchsafes to employ them in any service ; and, having 
fulfilled His message and performed His will, they speed 
back to His presence, and drink in new streams of life, and 
power, and gladness from His commendation and smile. 
Their obedience, too, is as universal as it is ready, and 
cheerful, and benedictive. All, — from Gabriel who stands 
in immediate proximity to the throne, to the angel nigh- 
cst the gates of pearl, — find their highest bliss in submit- 
ting wholly to God, and executing His righteous mandates. 
" Were any three of them," says John Newton, " com- 
missioned severally — one to be the prime-minister of a 
great nation, another to be a parish watchman, and a 
third to be a pilgrim's guide ; Ihey would not desire to 
change places with each other ; but would each fly to his 
post, and not relinquish it till the work was done." Thus 
are they incessantly engaged, absorbed, delighted. Their 
service of love never loses its obligations and claims, nor 
their sublime willinghood its rich and varied rewards ; 
nay, in the ever-recurring cycle of heavenly engagements, 
they will find attractions as novel and efficacious as they 
are lasting and pleasant. 

The joy of the holy angels, like the state of the blessed, 
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can be represented only by simple yet emphatic negatives. 
One thing is positive — it can never be disturbed or in- 
creased by the discipline of suffering, as it has been sur- 
mised. " I contend," says one, " that no man, without 
being chargeable with profanity, may so circumscribe the 
rights of the Sovereign Creator, as to say — that it is im- 
possible for Him, as a righteous God, to inflict death on a 
sinless intelligence, and extinguish its being, after He had 
served His purposes with it. Besides, He might, by 
affliction, discipline such a sinless one into a still higher 
degree of moral excellence. I can easily conceive of Him 
subjecting a holy angel to suffering for a season ; both that 
his faith in Him might be strengthened by the trial, and 
that his gratitude might be more ardent when his happi- 
ness was restored." We shrink from such a conception 
on several grounds, but principally because it lends its 
sanction to the belief of some — that God, who is a Being 
of infinite love, takes pleasure in those pains which are 
so grievously distressing to His creatures ; and also be- 
cause it involves the conclusion — that the angels around 
His throne are imperfect, and therefore really need such 
discipline. No : He to whom even " judgment is a 
strange work," takes pleasure only in the well-being of 
His creatures ; and His angels are holy and perfect ; con- 
se({iiently, they are free from all suffering, and are filled 
with all joy. And as they cannot suffer for themselves, 
so neither can they suffer through others. Some divines, 
it is true, have affirmed that angels blush before God, 
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and are ashamed to look in His face, when, any of His 
saints lapse into sin. Others have discoursed on the 
grief which angels feel when iniquity is committed, as 
a strong motive for avoiding it. And " certain also of 
our own poets " have depicted them with burning tears 
on their countenances. Milton, for example, speaks of 

" Tears, such as angels weep.*' 

And Bailey describes a host of them wrung with heart- 
anguish, and shedding tears 

'* As trees aatnmnal shed their leafy drops 
In golden showers, shaken by sudden gust ; 
Tears not to be forbid." 

All this, however, while inimitable for pathos, is purely 
imaginative. A God wept at the grave of Lazarus ; but 
angels can no more weep for sorrow than demons can 
smile for joy. There are no tears of sadness in heaven, 
and there are no smiles of gladness in hell. Infallibly, 
the angels cherish a deep and extensive sympathy with 
us : tbey know all our infirmities and mishaps, and exert 
themselves to the utmost to deliver us from them ; but 
they cannot suffer with us, or because of us, for this 
reason — they cannot suffer at all. No blush can ever 
mantle their cheeks, no grief ever agonize their hearts, no 
tear ever dim their eyes. They are brimful of happiness, 
and keep everlasting jubilee. And, doubtless, the assur- 
ance that they are irreversibly exempt from those evils 
which cause our tears to fall in showers, adds ineffably to 
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their transports of joy. They have no fear of ever being 
driven from those happy realms in which they dwell ; or 
of incurring the displeasure of Him whose face they 
" always behold ; " or of forfeiting those smiles which 
are alike their life and their blessedness. And when they 
behold a lost sinner struggling towards the same high 
and blissful destiny as that in which they are per- 
manently established, a world of ecstacy fills their exalted 
natures! They see in that event another prodigal re- 
turning to his Father, another victory gained over the 
powers of darkness, another element contributed to the 
glory of God, and the harmony, the purity, and the hap- 
piness of the universe ; and, because of their h^'gh esti- 
mate of the value of a soul, their hatred of sin and love 
of holiness, their benevolent hearts swell with the pulse- 
beats of unutterable gladness. And if they exult to this 
extent over a child of God, what must be their joy in 
God Himself! " In His presence is fulness of joy ; at 
His right hand there are pleasures for evermore." They 
come into full contact with His unbounded felicity. One 
soul of happiness is in Him and in them. And as He 
unveils more largely each perfection of His nature, they 
are charmed with its study, then transported with its 
glories, until their acclamations, loud as the rush of 
mighty waters, make the highest heavens to resound with 
His praise* 

Yet a sublimer and happier destiny awaits our redeemed 
humanity. Man, according to the Scriptures, enjoyed an 
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original dignity much greater than mere philosophy sup- 
poses, or than is implied in the grovelling opinions which 
the degradation of .the mind engenders. He was the 
last and best of all created entities — the noblest produc- 
tion of omnipotent power — " the top and cream of crea- 
tion " — " higher than the angels," — and " little less than 
God Himself I" The slow yet great preparation made 
prior to his formation, and the solemn consultation of the 
whole Godhead — "Let Us make man in Our image," 
demonstrate this fact. £ut, alas ! " how is the fine gold 
become dim ! how is the most fine gold changed ! " 
Esau-like, he has recklessly " sold his birthright for a 
mess of pottage," and is now " lower than the angels. 
What an affecting and humbling contrast there is 
between him and them 1 What has caused this amazing 
difference? That tiny monosyllable of dreadful import 
— sin. The holy angels maintained their obedience and 
loyalty ; but " man being in honour, abode not, but be- 
came like the beasts which perish." Indeed, he is fallen 
so low, that it seems impossible to raise him. " With 
God," however, " all things are possible." He can very 
easily transform an unsightly insect into a lovely seraph : 
and He has resolved to elevate man above the angels, as 
he was at the first. The faith of many staggers at this 
sublime achievement. And, certainly, when we think of 
those immaculate and glorious spirits, towering rank above 
rank, till from the gates of light they touch the very 
throne itself, and each order more resplendent than that 
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next to it, it does appear incredible that children of sin and 
the earth, as we are, should at any time be made equal 
even to the lowest of them. But " the Strength of Israel 
will not lie." " Hath He said it, and shall He not do it P" 
Human nature, in its native construction, lacked no capital 
element — intellectual or moral — that is possessed by the 
angels, or it surely could not have been admitted into such 
close alliance with Divinity, as it is in the person of Jesus, 
who, for this reason, calls His ransomed ones — " friends " 
and " brethren." What, then, is that superiority which 
Deity will most assuredly effect P In the first place, it 
is, doubtless, that of essential spirituality. This is accom- 
plished in part when the soul of the believer is emanci- 
pated from the body, and enters the pure realm of spirit. 
It is then invested with a celestial covering — " a house 
not made with hands," that it might " not be found 
naked," but be fitted for union with "the general 
assembly and church of the firstborn, which are written 
in heaven ; " and that, having intellectual and spiritual 
faculties commensurate with those possessed by the angels, 
as well as all the immunities of supernal natures, it 
might move with them in the same light, expatiate amid 
the same glories, look into the same mysteries, and take 
part in the same employments. Nay, if the mind of an 
infant can expand during the lapse of a few years to the 
dimensions of the mind of a Newton, and the little, 
fragile form which enshrines it dilate to the size of per- 
fect manhood, notwithstanding all the unfavourable cii*- 
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cumstances in which it is placed, why may not the glorified 
spirit, inhabiting its celestial vehicle, reach higher and 
still higher in its God-ward progress and elevation, until 
eventually it puts the diadem of Gabriel on its brow, and 
wears his insignia before the throne? *' What is there," 
asks Isaac Taylor, *' that may not be comprehended, or 
performed, by an intelligent agent who has attained to 
intimate fellowship with the Most High ? What task is 
there too arduous to be confided to those whom the Son 
of God calls His brethren and His friends P " The Bible 
not only furnishes us with most satisfactory replies to 
these deeply-interesting questions; but, in various ways, it 
asserts the pre-eminence of the redeemed. In its heavenly 

• 

phraseology, they are designated — " the children of God ** 
— " sons and daughters of the Lord Almighty ; " not 
merely because they are the " work of His hands," as are 
the angels also, but they have received " the adoption ;" 
as if they were doubly His children, and He doubly their 
Father: hence they cry — "Abba, Father." They are 
likewise declared to be " heirs of God, and joint-heirs 
with Christ ; " and therefore they only will share 
supremely with the Triune-One in all the honours, plea- 
sures, and glories of eternity. In keeping with this sure 
and certain predestination, an Apostle says: — "All 
things are yours ; whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, 
or the world, or life, or death, or things present, or 
things to come ; all are yours ; and ye are Christ's ; and 
Christ is God's." But, highest and best of all, they are 
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said to be " members of His body " and " partakers of 
the divine nature." The language even of Inspiration 
cannot go beyond this ; nor can a greater dignity and 
blessedness be conferred upon men. For this greatest 
and grandest of all purposes, He who is " the brightness 
of the Father's glory, and the express image of His per* 
son," *' took not on Him the nature of angels, but He 
took on Him the seed of Abraham." He was " made 
like unto His brethren," that His brethren might be 
made like unto Him. He brought the divine and human 
natures into such peculiar, close, and inseparable junction, 
that no expression or figure can adequately describe it. 
In His last-recorded address to Heaven, He carries this 
wondrous fact to the highest point of which language is 
susceptible : — '* As Thou, Father, art in Me, and I in 
Thee ; that they also may be one in Us !" For this " He 
both died and rose again ; " and for this *' He ever liveth 
to make intercession for us." Nor will " He see of the 
travail of His soul " fiilly, until it is actualized. Now 
as Christ does not stand so personally and intimately re- 
lated to the angels, so they cannot stand so personally and 
intimately related to Him. " They," remarks Chamock, 
*' come under Him as an exalted Head, but not as a cru- 
cified Saviour ; they have their grace by the will of God, 
without the death of His Son ; we by the will of God, 
through the death of His Son. There is not such an ex- 
cess of love in their confirmation, as in our reconciliation 
by the blood of the cross. As the preservation of a life 
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from death is less than restoring a life to one that is dead, 
the latter argnes more of kindness as well as of power." 
Moreover : the redeemed are ** arrayed in fine linen, clean 
and white : for the fine linen is the righteousness of the 
saints ; " — not theirs by good works, but theirs " by faith 
in Jesus Christ." This *' righteousness '* is their clothing 
on earth ; but it shall be seen to perfection in heaven. 
As the great Teacher said of the lilies — " Solomon in all 
his glory was not arrayed like one of these ;" so we may 
say of the angels — ^though they are yet " the morning 
stars," and sang so sweetly and loudly when our world 
was made — " They are jiot clothed with such a robe as 
the saints, neither are they resplendent with such a glory." 
" The angels," says Goodwin, ** are poor, beggarly crea- 
tures — that is the truth of it, as we may so speak — in 
comparison with one sinner clothed with this righteous- 
ness. This Sun of Bighteousness was never put upon 
their backs, not to be righteousness to them. He is a 
means of conveying grace and good to them, but to be 
* the Lord our righteousness,' so He is only to us." 
Therefore, being " so clothed," each one can sing those 
glorious words which would be inappropriate to the lip of 
every angel : — " I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my 
soul shall be joyful in my God : for He hath clothed me 
with the garments of salvation. He hath covered me with 
the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decketh him* 
self with ornaments, and as a bride adometh herself with 
her jewels." Besides, the angels are the servants of the 
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saints. The elder creation serve the younger. They 
minister unto the lowliest of God's children as unto the 
Master's Heir, and thereby show the infinite regard which 
He has toward His chosen. Their state and position in 
heaven also indicate that they have no compeers there. 
They are destined to wear " crowns of glory on their 
heads," and to " stand before the throne;" while the 
angels will be without crowns, and will " stand round 
about the throne." Sometimes indeed they will be en- 
throned with Jesus, even as He is enthroned with His 
Father ; but this surpassing privilege is never said to be 
enjoyed by any — not the higheit and brightest — of the 
angels. Then, bearing " the image of the heavenly," and 
beatified with His glory, humanity will appear in pristine 
completeness, and be manifest throughout eternity as the 
very highest type of created intelligence in heaven — the 
most finished and dazzling copy of the grand and divine 
Original. Then, too, will they chant the doxology of re- 
demption with a fervency specially their own : — " Unto 
Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in His 
own blood, and hath made us kings and priests unto God 
and His Father ; to Him be glory and dominion for ever 
and ever. Amen." And, having a supremacy of good- 
ness, of talent, and of glory, they will be qualified to 
" judge angels." They will not merely be assessors with 
Christ on the last day, and pronounce judgment on all 
arraigned at His bar, but take part with Him in the 
government of His recovered empire. Such — O surprising 
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grace ! — ^is the sure and certain destiny " reserved in 
heaven for them who are kept by the power of God 
through faith unto salvation, ready to be revealed in the 
last time." In comparison with this, those vicissitudes 
of fortune by which beggars have risen to be princes, and 
slaves to occupy the throne of monarchs, sink into insig- 
nificance. Nay, the most romantic dreams of the imagi- 
nation are tameness itself when regarded in the light of 
such a state. No marvel, therefore, that even the beloved 
disciple felt himself wholly unable to describe the super- 
lative glory of the saints. He was privileged to have a 
glimpse of it ; but when he would transfer it to the 
immortal page, his pen, though dipt in heaven's own 
inspiration, simply wrote : — " It doth not yet appear 
what we shall be!" 



CHAPTER V. 

DIVERSITIES OP RANK. 



" Thrones, and powers, 
Friucedoms, and dominations ministrant." 



The Creator of the universe is the God of order ; and 
hence He has so arranged and proportioned everything as 
to make one vast and glorious whole. Nevertheless no 
two things, even of the same class and nature, are pre- 
cisely alike or equal. Endless dissimilitude is one of the 
principal laws of universal creation. 

This fact is everywhere apparent in the kingdom of 
nature. The lily which adorns the valley ranks not with 
the cedar which crowns the heights of Lebanon, nor the 
tiny insect which dances its life away in the golden 
sunbeam with the great behemoth, " who eateth grass 
like an ox, and drinketh up a river." There is special 
design in all this. He who fashioned the earth for man, 
had regard to his keen perceptions, deep sympathies, and 
manifold wants; and therefore He has strewn it with 
infinite variety, grandeur, and abundance. " He has 
made it," says Dr. Hamilton, " a world of fragrance and 
music, — a world of brightness and symmetry, — a world 

G 2 
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where the grand and the graceful, the awful and the 
lovely, rejoice together," — a world, though it be a mere 
fragment of the wonderful a^r^ate, a small department 
of the divine transaction, which should amply satisfy its 
ever-multiplying inhabitants, and draw forth their com-' 
mendation as it once did the " very good '* of complacent 
Deity. 

So likewise in the firmament of heaven. " There is one 
glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon, and 
another glory of the stars." Around the orb of day 
there sweep other worlds immensely larger and more 
ponderous than our own, running wider revolutions, and 
dra?ring after them brighter trains of glory. But even 
this solar family, holding sweet and mystic fellowship 
with sister-orbs, not only near, but on the very outskirts 
of space, is as a little speck to the mighty total of worlds 
rolling there in all the profusion of beauty and magnifi- 
cence. The unaided vision can easily discover what an 
eloquent divine has called — "beds, and floors, and 
clouds of stars!" Still, beyond all these there are 
wider territories and richer splendours ; avenue verges ou 
avenue, and heaven spreads above heaven, and radiancy 
is added to radiancy, until the blaze becomes so great 
and insufferable as to g^ard securely the portals of the 
Eternal Throne ! 

Similar differences prevail also in the human family. 
*' Gt)d hath made of one blood all nations of men for to 
dwell on all the face of the earth ; " yet, independent 
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of yaried climes and temporal circom stances, no two 
persons are alike. Some have attained the patriarchal 
goal of existence ; others the prime and vigour of man- 
hood; and others are just starting the race of life: 
while, in the realm of intellect, some are found so 
dwarfish and weak, that they cannot grapple with the 
simplest problems ; and others so colossal and powerful, 
that they almost intuitively " understand all mysteries 
and all knowledge.'* 

Nor is " the church of the first-bom" an exception to 
this general law. In the militant part there are rulers as 
well as subjects; orders,' some high, and some low. 
Certainly, " there is one body, one Spirit, one hope, one 
Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, 
who is above all, and through all, and in all ; " notwith- 
standing it is divinely said : — *' He gave some, apostles ; 
and some, prophets ; and some, evangelists ; and some, 
pastors and teachers ; for the perfecting of the saints, for 
the work of the ministry, and for the edifying of the body 
of Christ." And in another place : — " There are diversi- 
ties of gifts, but the same Spirit. And there are 
differences of administrations, but the same Lord. And 
there are diversities of operations, but it is the same God 
which worketh all in all. But the manifestation of the 
Spirit is given to every man to profit withal. For to 
one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to 
another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit ; to 
another faith by the same Spirit ; to another the gifts of 
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healing by the same Spirit ; to another the working of 
miracles ; to another prophecy ; to another discerning of 
spirits ; to another divers kinds of tongues ; to another 
the interpretation of tongues : but all these worketh that 
one and the self-same Spirit, dividing to every man 
severally as He will. For as the body is one, and hath 
many members, and all the members of that one body, 
being many, are one body ; so also is Christ." Thus it 
is with the church on earth; and thus it is with the 
church in heaven ; for the churches are but one. The 
white-robed multitude diflPer essentially from each other 
both in the degree of happiness and of glory. On one 
occasion, when Jesus was speaking of the subjects of His 
celestial dominion, He made use of these terms — " the 
greatest " and " the least." But in His parable of the 
entrusted talents, He amplifies this topic in a way pecu- 
liar to Himself, and thereby gives a wondrous emphasis 
to those remarkable words of St. Paul : — " Whatsoever a 
man soweth, that shall he also reap." "He which 
soweth sparingly, shall reap also sparingly ; and he 
which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully." 

These illustrations and processes of reasoning lead 
directly to the conclusion — that, as there are various 
grades, and classes, and even natures in all God's works, 
spread over His wide empire, forming a chain of existence 
from the very lowest being to the very liighest, — so there 
must be diiferent orders and blessednesses among the 
holy angels. 
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Yet some have unhesitatingly asserted that '' there is 
very slender authority for this common belief;" imply- 
ing, in other words, that there is no authority for it at 
all. Surely, if they believe in the Divine Scriptures, they 
will not deny that there are various distinctions among 
evil angels. When the proud-bearing Pharisees heard 
that the great Miracle- Worker had healed him who was 
" possessed with a devil, blind and dumb, insomuch that 
the blind and dumb both spake and saw," they with- 
stood the popular feeling of amazement, and the 
oft-repeated conviction of the masses — " Is not this the 
Son of David ? " by asserting, with tongues " set on fire 
of hell : " — " This fellow doth not cast out devils, but by 
Beelzebub the prince of devils." But Jesus, knowing 
their thoughts, said unto them : — " Every kingdom 
divided against itself is brought to desolation ; and every 
city or house divided against itself shall not stand : and 
if Satan cast out Satan, he is divided against himself; 
how shall then his kingdom stand ? " He thus repre- 
sents the whole company of evil angels as a governed 
body, with powers superior and inferior, and a chief, or 
king, presiding over them, who is here styled " the prince 
of devils," having an eminency above all. Elsewhere in 
the unening Eecord he is characterized by the following 
epithets: — "the god of this world," because he 
" worketh in the children of disobedience ; " and ** the 
prince of the power of the air," because he was the ring- 
leader in the first apostacy, and has kept the foremost 
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place e?er since among those who swerred with him, and 
who now occupy the lofty r^ons of the air, that from 
thence they may descend at will, and exert a damaging 
influence over earthly affairs. 

Now if there be divers ranks among evil angels, as the 
Book of God repeatedly affirms, why not also among 
good angels? According to analogy and reason, it 
cannot be otherwise: consequently, it has e?er be^i 
thought — that as eril angels were divided into several 
classes, and all subject to the control of one mighty 
leader, so it is with good angels. The Jewish theology 
— which represented the catholic belief of the earlier 
centuries — held that " there is no dull and sating uni- 
formity among the inhabitants of heaven, — that order 
and freedom are not inconsistent with gradation of rank, 
— ^that there are glory and a higher glory — power and a 
nobler power — rank and a loftier rank — to be witnessed 
in the mighty scale. As there are orbs of dazzling 
radiance amid the paler and humbler stars of the sky, so 
there are bright and majestic chieftains among the hosts 
of God, nearer in position, and liker Him in dignity, 
possessing and reflecting more of the divine splendour 
than their lustrous brethren around them." Many errors 
and vagaries, it is true, were connected with this preva- 
lent conviction, as indeed there were with every portion 
of this grand doctrine. Take these : — according to the 
Book of Enoch and the Jerusalem Targums, there are six 
orders of angels of diversified greatness and honour: 
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Philo, the noted Hebrew writer, has spoken of seven. 
The Babbis grouped the highest angels thus : — Michael, 
Haphael, Gabriel, Uriel, Chamuel, Jophiel, and Zadkiel. 
The first four are regarded by them as the chiefest, and 
therefore they sustain the throne of God : they are, more- 
over, said to manage the four elements, and to be the 
sol^tnn ministers of the Lord God, — Michael as head, 
presiding over worship ; Baphael as minister of health ; 
Gabriel of war; and Uriel of justice. The names — 
Michael and Gabriel are mentioned in the Bible, and 
those of Baphael and Uriel in the Apocrypha ; the rest 
were ^creatures of the imagination to complete the number 
seven, which, in the Jewish reckoning, is considered 
"the perfect number." 

But these errors and fancies were not confined to the 
Jews. The learned Mede, in his diatribe upon this 
important subject, speaks of seven principal angels who 
minister before the Everlasting Throne ; and, for confir- 
mation, he cites several passages, one from the Book of 
Tobit ; as — " I am Baphael, one of the seven holy 
angels, which present the prayers of the saints, and 
which go in and out before the glory of the Holy One ;" 
and others from the received version of Scripture; as 
that in the Book of Zechariah : — " For who hath 
despised the day of small things ? for they shall rejoice, 
and shall see the plummet in the hand of Zerubbabel with 
those seven ; they are the eyes of the Lord, which run to 
and fro through the whole earth ; " and as those in the 
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Bevelation of St. John : — " And round about the throne 
were four-and-twenty seats : and upon the seats I saw 
four-and-twenty elders sitting, clothed in white raiment ; 
and they had on their heads crowns of gold. And out of 
the throne proceeded lightnings, and thunderings, and 
voices : and there were seven lamps burning before the 
throne, which are the seven Spirits of God.** — " And I 
beheld, and lo 1 in the midst of the throne and of the 
four beasts, and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb 
as if it had been slain, having seven horns and seven 
eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent forth into 
all the earth." — " And when He had opened the seventh 
seal, there was silence in heaven about the space of half 
an hour. And I saw the seven angels which stood 
before God ; and to them were given seven trumpets." 
The iirst and last citation undoubtedly refer to the 
angels ; but the number seven is given indefinitely in 
both cases ; while the middle ones as certainly refer to 
the Holy Spirit, who possesses all the attributes of a 
Divine Person, and is absolutely perfect in His manifold 
operations and influences; therefore no decisive argu- 
ment, as to there being only seven principal angels, can 
be based upon these passages. Others, however, have 
exceeded Mede in this matter. Dionysius, and the 
scholars of the Middle Ages, averred that there are nine 
gradations among the heavenlies, which they have 
arranged into three groups, with three orders in each : — 
the first composed of seraphim, cherubim, and thrones ; 
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the second of dominations, virtues, and powers ; and the 
third of princedoms, archangels, and angels. " The 
archangels," say they, " surpass the beauty of angels ten 
times; principalities surpass the archangels twenty 
times ; powers surpass the principalities forty times ; 
and so forth ; " as if they had long been familiar with 
supernal realities, and had learned from actual observa- 
tion and converse the whole polity and state of the 
blessed. Others, again, have maintained that *' the four- 
and-twenty elders " are four-and -twenty angels who form 
the senate, or secret council of Jehovah ; each, like the 
four-and-twenty orders of the Jewish priests, having his 
period of special service. But these elders have a regal 
character, or are of a kingly rank ; and therefore they sit 
on " thrones," and wear " crowns of gold " on their 
heads, and sing before the Lamb : — ** Thou wast slain, 
and hast redeemed us to God by Thy blood out of every 
kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation ; and hast 
made us unto our God kings and priests : and we shall 
reign on the earth ; " — a position, and a dignity, and a 
song becoming exclusively " the ransomed of the Lord," 
" the great company " of whom they are intended to 
symbolize, until " the fulness of times," when " the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ shall gather together 
in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, 
and which are on earth ; even in Him." 

If we turn from human and uncertain hypotheses to 
the Word of God, we shall soon learn — that, while it is 
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silent regarding the aggregate of celestial orders, and does 
not enter into detail respecting the number of supreme 
and subordinate angels in each order, the revelations with 
which it abounds not only establish the fact of a heavenly 
hierarchy, but they as fully show that such distinctions 
accord with the inferences of pure reason, as they do with 
the many and varied necessities of each of the great divi- 
sions of God's great empire. It is no weakening of the 
divine testimony that this idea is not clearly expressed 
in the holy books written before the Babylonish exile. 
Every form of a great and essential verity has not been 
made known at once ; sometimes the Author of Truth 
has allowed ages to transpire first. So it has occurred 
with reference to the differences of rank among the 
angels. Nevertheless, if one passage only declares the 
fact, and that passage the last in the Bible, we cannot do 
otherwise than accept the doctrine as a celestial reality. 
But there are so many with which the biblical student is 
familiar, that we need only adduce a few. " The angel 
of the Lord," says the Psalmist, " encampeth round about 
them that fear Him :" and in another psalm equally 
exultant, he adds : — " He shall give His angels charge 
over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways." This last 
affirmation explains the first, which comprehends an army 
of angels ; for one, albeit never so mighty and eminent, 
cannot strictly be said to encamp in any locality ; but as 
we say — ** Such a general besieged such a city, or 
quartered in such a place," meaning his soldiers with 
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bim ; so David, who was thoroughly acquainted with 
military technicalities, includes an angelic force with their 
angelic chief, and the several gradations of office and 
influence which such a force would indispensably require. 
In his glowing description of the birth of Christ and its 
attendant wonders, St. Luke ratifies these inspiriting 
" sayings " of King David : — " And there were in the 
same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping 
watch over their flock by night. And, lo ! the angel of 
the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone round about them : and they were sore afraid. 
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of 
the heavenly host, praising God, and saying — Glory to 
God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward 
men." Here again diversities are specially involved. The 
leader of this celestial throng was undoubtedly an angel 
of the first category, or he would not have been desig- 
nated — " the angel of the Lord," neither would he have 
been invested with such pre-eminent and overwhelming 
grandeur. None of all that innumerable host compared 
with him, though all were more or less resplendent. 
Moreover, as a further confirmation : in one of the Minor 
Prophecies, several angels are exhibited as being engaged 
by God in carrying ou His providential government on 
earth ; but over them is an angel who differs from the 
rest, not simply in outward appearance, but in supreme 
authority. When met by an inferior angel, he com- 
manded him to run and tell the Prophet — that Jerusalem 
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in the Old Testament — " the great prince," and in the 
New Testament — " the archangel ; " that is — the first in 
rank among the chief princes of heaven, or the governor 
of angels. 

In some of the Epistles^ these angelic distinctions 
are set forth in a series of views as impressive as they 
are convincing. Discoursing, as was his wont, on the 
super-exaltation of Christ, St. Paul says: — "God hath 
set Him at His own right hand in the heavenly places, far 
above all principality, and power, and might, and do- 
minion, and every name that is named, not only in this 
world, but also in that which is to come." As if he had 
said: — "God hath exalted Jesus infinitely higher than 
the first of angels, than the mightiest of angels, than the 
lordliest of angels." In another part of the same Epistle, 
he speaks of — "thrones, dominions, principalities, and 
powers ; " and the two last-named appellatives he repeats 
in other Epistles. St. Peter imitates him in this, and 
classifies the celestial hierarchy thus : — " angels, author!- 
ties, and powers ; " thereby asserting with him, as 
definitely as language will permit, a real subordination, 
and an ascending scale of angelic orders. Otherwise, all 
the designations which they use are an accumulation of 
eloquent yet unmeaning epithets. 

As an additional testimony to the direct statements 
of Holy Scripture, the names given to the angels are 
very forcible declarations of many distinctions existing 
among them. 
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Adam ipecified the partridge bj her cry, and the forest prowler 

by his roaring. 
The tree by its use, and the flower by its beauty, and every thing 

according to its truth." 

So God-inspired men have been " moved " by Him to 
apply such names to diversified orders of celestials, as are 
significant either of the transcendent attributes they 
possess, or the important services they are constantly 
rendering to the universe. Their ordinary and best 
known appellation is — " angel," which, both in Hebrew 
and Greek, signifies — messenger, and indeed denotes 
whatever agent Deity employs — personal or impersonal. 
Sometimes it is applied to men as ordinary messengers ; 
sometimes to prophets ; sometimes to priests ; sometimes 
to ministers; and sometimes to inanimate objects — the 
pillar of cloud, the winds of heaven, and the scathing 
pestilence; but chiefly to those superhuman beings to 
whom it is now exclusively appropriated, and whose 
supreme honour and pleasure it is to accomplish the 
divine will, as the name itself implies. In the Book of 
Job, they are denominated — " morning stars." This is 
expressive of their primeval origin, the splendour of their 
nature, and the clearness of their understanding ; and in 
the same verse of the same book — " sons of God ; " not 
that they are saved by grace, and adopted, as the saints 
are ; much less by divine generation, as Christ is ; " for 
unto which of the angels said He at any time — Thou 
art My Son, this day have I begotten TheeP And 

u 
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again — I will be to Him a Eatber, and He sball be to Me 
a Son P " but by tbeir relation to Him as their Creator, 
by resembling Him in their character, and by being His 
favourites. Elsewhere, they are entitled — " heavens ; *' 
because the home of their heart and their person is in 
the high and holy place ; and — " watchers ; " to indicate 
their unwearied and sleepless activity in their great and 
blessed work, and their vigilant care over God's saints on 
earth. Sometimes they are styled — " men ; " because in 
olden times they uniformly appeared, and acted, and 
spoke, and ate, and drank as men. £ut their highest 
and sublimest designation is — *'gods;*' certainly not 
because they absolutely partake of the divine nature, or 
are equal in any sense with the Most High ; but because 
of their princely dignity as His official representatives ; 
for they have brought His messages to earth, and spoken 
in His name to the children of men ; and therefore may 
be called — " elohim," as judges and magistrates occasion- 
ally are, who, as God's vicegerents, act under and for Him. 
Of the cherubim, or " living creatures," or, as they 
have been unhappily denominated in the Kevelation — 
''beasts," much has been written and said that is the 
mere creation of fancy, and the fruit of wild conjecture. 
Eejecting the existence of such an order of heavenly 
creatures, some have asserted that "they were simply 
emblematic representations of redeemed and glorified 
men," Those who hold this opinion have confounded 
the " four beasts " pf the Apocalypse with the four-and- 
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twenty elders," because both are apparently exhibited 
by St, John as singing together the "new song" of re- 
demption. If, as we believe, the " four-and-twenty 
elders " are the representatives of the whole Church of 
the redeemed, such a song fully and beautifully expresses 
their state and destiny ; but if those " four beasts " are 
the cherubim, as we also believe, that song certainly can- 
not express the truth respecting them; for they have 
never sinned, and therefore have not been redeemed; 
hence the conclusion is unavoidable — they never sang it. 
Nor does St. John say that they did. All that he in- 
tended to aver was — that " a new song was sung," with- 
out meaning to say that the " four beasts " united in it. 
Accordingly, it must have been confined to the "four-and- 
twenty elders." Again : if the " four-and-twenty elders" 
represent the whole Church, what need is there for a 
second or double representation of the same thing, in the 
same place, and by two classes of beings so unlike each 
other? Moreover, those "four beasts" have no re- 
semblance whatever to ransomed beings, who, even in 
heaven itself, invariably appear as men. These objections 
show that such an hypothesis is utterly untenable. So' 
likewise is that of those who suppose that " the cherubim 
were intended to symbolize the Triune-Deity in covenant 
to redeem man," He who solemnly prohibited the 
making of " the similitude of any figure," cannot possibly 
be represented by any form, though fashioned by the 
most "cunning workman;" so that there was nothing 
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analogous between the figures of the cherobim and the 
personal distinctions of the Godhead. Besides, these 
creatores are described as being actively engaged in the 
aerrioe of Jehovah, — ^as being '* under the God of Israel," 
standing round about the throne," — and as giving 
glory, and honour, and thanks to Him " who sat there- 
on. Th^ could not therefore, either in whole or in part, 
symbolise the Deity. Others, again, have concluded that 
'* they were images of the creation in its highest parts, — 
combining, in a concentrated shape, the most perfect 
forms of creature-life on earth, — and, as such, serving as 
representatives of all creation." This theory is also 
unsatis&ctoiy, as it does not agree with the sublime 
position which they held on the men^-seat, nor with the 
rapt devotion in which they are engaged before the throne. 
Though not firee from difficulties, we accept the prevailing 
opinion — that the cherubim are a very hi^ order of 
angels, variously represented at different times. Dr. 
Dwight, in discoursing on the zoa, or ** living creatures," 
remarks: — ''They are angels — endowed with unfading 
and immortal youth." M'Ewen says : — '' The cherubim 
are doubtless elect angels, who surround the throne of 
Jehovah." John Bunyan, in his imperishable allegory^ 
thus represents Christian encouraging Pliable heaven- 
ward : — ^''There we shall be with seraphim and cherubim, 
creatures that will dazzle your eyes to look on them." 
And in the hymn — '*Te Deum LaudamiUy" there are these 
magnificent words :— » 
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"To Thee all angels cry aload, the heavens and all the powers 

therein : 
• To Thee chemhim and seraphim continually do cry — 

Holy, holy, holy. Lord Grod of Sahaoth ; 

Heaven and earth are fall of the nugesty of Thy glory." 

But this is not their sole engagement. They are not 
merely the angels of His presence, but the bearers of His 
throne. For this reason David speaks of them to 
Solomon as *' the chariot of the cherubim ; " and in a 
psalm of thanksgiving for deliverance from Saul, he thus 
sings of Deity : — " He rode upon a cherub, and did fly : 
and He was seen on the wings of the spirit." Milton 
has elaborated this splendid circumstance in his own 
splendid manner :— 

" Forth rushed, with whirlwind sound. 
The chariots of Paternal Deity, 
Hashing thick flames, wheel within wheel undrawn. 
Itself instinct with spirit, hut coavoy'd 
By four cherubic shapes ; four faces each 
Had wondrous ; as with stars, their bodies all 
And wings, were set with eyes." 

It must indeed have been a *' great sight " to gaze, as 
was the wont of the pious Hebrew, on those resemblances 
of these glorious beings in the tabernacle, and especially 
in the temple, not only as they were exhibited on its 
beautiful veil and elsewhere, but as standing on the lid 
of the ark of the covenant ; yet a far greater sight awaits 
the true Believer. He will see them "as they are." Nor 
shall the manifestation fill him with terror, as it did 



103 D1VEESIT1E8 OF BA>'K. 

Adam at the gates of Paradise, and Ezekiel by the river 
Chebar. 

The seraphim are likewise angels of a similar, if not 
higher, category. Many theologians have thought them 
to be the cherubim beneath another aspect. "It is 
evident," says one in his commentary on Isaiah, " that 
the seraphim described here, can be no other than the 
antitypes of the golden cherubim, which were stationed 
one on either side of the mercy-seat, covering it with 
wings." But surely they would not pass under two dis- 
tinct appellations, if they were not two distinct classes of 
angels. There are also important differences between 
the seraphim of Isaiah, and the cherubim of Ezekiel, 
which those who have decided otherwise find it impossible 
to reconcile. The seraphim are described as having six 
wings each, while the cherubim have only four wings ; 
and, on the other hand, the seraphim have but one face, 
while the cherubim have four faces apiece. Their names, 
too, denote separate orders, and are expressive of the 
lofty characteristics peculiar to each. According to 
W^ebster, the cherubim are principally distinguished for 
the fulness of their knowledge. This is corroborated by 
Ezekiel, who says of them : — " Their whole body, and 
their backs, and their hands, and their wings, were fuU of 
eves round about ; " for the eye, in the language of the 
Bible, is the symbol of intelligence, as the hand is of 
power : while the seraphim are distinguished for the 
ardency of their love ; hence the import of their name — 
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burning ones, and the supposition that they are located 
nigher the throne. As Isaiah has depicted them, they 
are always ready for instant flight in God's servrice. They 
stand before him with two of their wings continually out- 
stretched : and they are as profoundly reverential before 
His throne, as they are vehemently eager to do His bidding 
in any part of His dominions ; for with their remaining 
wings they cover their feet and veil their faces, as with 
alternate and responsive doxology they cry — " Holy ! " 

Perfect equality is not therefore the law of the celestial 
world. The angels ''are marshalled in degrees and 
ranks. Many names are named. There are thrones, and 
dominions, and principalities, and powers, and might. 
Glorious offices unfold themselves. The seraphim, re- 
fulgent in their brightness, — the watchers, jealous in 
their scrutiny, — the holy ones, pre-eminent in their purity, 
— the living creatures, proximate to the Deity, — great 
centres of authority, — delegated rulers over their myriads, 
— anointed governors of their provinces, — leaders, with 
their glittering files, — minstrels, with their attendant 
choirs, — hierarchs, with their votive trains, press upon 



our view." 



And yet this system of subordination, — which extends 
from the very highest angel down to the very lowest, — 
has never been attended with disastrous results. There 
is not even the slightest confusion among them. He 
who 80 wisely and so well arranges all things and all 
beings in this lower department of His kingdom, observes 
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the exactest method in the ooorts of heaven. Hence 
the angeb have long learned that ''order is heaven's 
first law," and heaven's chief beanty. Each rank 
thoronghly know and love their station, and are as per- 
fectly satisfied with it. There is no room in their deep 
and mysterious natures for the excitements of towering 
ambition, or the clashing of rival interests. Like the 
twelve tribes of Israel, who, in their journey through the 
wilderness, kept their appointed places with befitting 
emotions, — ^those leading the van not despising those 
who brought up the rear, and those who moved in the 
rear not envying those who were placed in the front, but 
aU feeling thankful that they surrounded the one taber- 
nacle, and took part in the same holy service ; so the 
angels, whether sent to succour a prince, or befriend a 
beggar, — ^to superintend an empire, or watch beside an 
infant's cradle, harbour no lordly contempt or envious 
feeling, but are more or less conscious of the distinguished 
honour put upon them by Him who deigns to employ 
them in His service. One spirit dwells in every breast, 
and one passion bums in every heart — ^love to all, but 
especially to Him who is the Centre of all light and 
benediction 1 

There is, therefore, one loving family, whose various 
members, for mighty ages, have never known a single 
discord, — one great community, albeit as the dust of the 
earth and the stars of heaven for multitude, who have 
never striven unlawfully against each other, — one vast 
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system of inferiority and superiority in which there has 
not yet been witnessed the fire-flash of envy, nor the cold 
bearing of arrogancy. No two destinies are exactly alike, 
and yet all hearts are sublimely and eternally one 1 

" Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren 
to dwell together in unity I It is like the precious oint- 
ment upon the head, that ran down upon the beard, even 
Aaron's beard : that went down to the skirts of his gar- 
ments; as the dew of Hermon, and as the dew that 
descended upon the mountains of Zion : for there the 
Lord commanded the blessing, even life for evermore." 
Oh, if the concord ruling among God's sons on earth be 
so lovely and blissful, what must it be among His angels 
in heaven 1 
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CHAPTER VL 

THE ANGEL^EHOVAII. 

Thou who hsst a thonsaud names as night hath stars, 
"Which light thee up to eye create, yet not 
One thousandth part illume thy boundlessness. 
Nor that abyss of Being midst of which 
Thy countless wonders constellate themselves ; 
Thy light, — the light we dwell in, — shall at last 
Fill the universe, and all be bliss ; 
The consummation of all ages come 1 



*> 



Thebe is one Angel frequently mentioned in Old 
Testament history, who, because He has uttered words so 
unique and momentous, and wrought exploits which 
betrayed His omnipotence, has long been considered a 
Person of the Godbend. 

In his justly celebrated " Dissertations on Holy Scrip- 
ture," Dr. Faber contends — ^that this Angel was the same 
gracious Being who, under this assumed form, first ap- 
peared to Adam and Eve in Paradise. " And they heard 
the voice of the Lord God walking in the garden in the 
cool of the day : and Adam and his wife hid themselves 
from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of 
the garden. And the Lord God called unto Adam, and 
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said unto him, — Where art thou ? And he said, — I heard 
Thy yoice in the garden, and I was afraid, and hid my- 
self." That there was some visible manifestation of 
Jehovah on this very important and solemn occasion, 
seems inevitable ; for the narrative not only implies that 
they had a personal interview with Him, but that He 
possessed a definite form, so that He both walked in the 
garden and spoke to them. And it seems equally certain 
that, of all forms, as it was the original and now the most 
perfect in creation, the angelic would be specially chosen 
by Deity in coming into direct contact with fallen crea- 
tures, such as, alas I our first parents then were. Sub- 
sequent history establishes this opinion. 

The earliest notice of His appearance in this positive 
and unmistakeable manner, stands connected with the 
history of Hagar the Egyptian. Eather than constantly 
endure the tyranny of Sarah, she " fled from her face," 
and sought the freedom of the wilderness. But " by the 
fountain in the way to Shur," the Angel of the Lord met 
her, and commanded her to return to her mistress, and 
submit herself under her hands, promising, on her obedi- 
ence, to do great things for her. " And she called the 
name of the Lord that spake unto her — Thou God seest 
me : for she said — Have I also looked after Him that 
seeth me P " This Angel, then, was Jehovah Himself, or 
He could neither have made the promise He did, nor 
receive the divine titles which were ascribed to Him. 
The name, too, given to the fountain where this interview 
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occurred, must not be lost sight of : — " Wherefore the 
well was called — Beer-khai-roi ; " that is — the well of 
Him who liveth and seeth me, — the Self-Existent, who 
derives His Being from none, but gives being to all ! 
After a while, Hagar is again a wildemess-roamer ; but 
this time she is not alone. Ishmael is with her, re- 
lieving her soul of the dark spell of exile, and cheering 
her wanderings with his merry words and golden smiles. 
This, however, was as transient as it was stimulating : 
" The water was spent in the bottle," and the child — her 
more than all now — languishes deathward. With a 
despair which only a mother's heart under such circum- 
stances could possibly feel, " she cast him under one of 
the shrubs " hard by ; and went, and " sat her down over 
against him a good way off, as it were a bowshot : for 
she said — Let me not see the death of the child;'* and 
then " lift up her voice and wept." The solitude without 
was terrible enough ; but the solitude within far exceeded 
it. No human ear was attent to the cry which rent her 
inner self ; no human tongue sympathized with her in her 
Qgony ; no human eye sent forth its tears to mingle with 
hers 1 Lonely sorrow has a tenfold anguish 1 Here was 
Hagar, a stranger in a strange land, a mother, too, 
without a home, and soon, as she feared, to be without 
even her son. No surprise is it — that, just now, she 
forgat the great and precious prmnise which had been 
previously granted to her, and which, had she but thought 
of it, would have transformed that desert into the garden 
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of the Lord, and peopled it with myriads of angel com- 
panions. Yet the voice of her dying child, growing 
weaker and still weaker, though she could not bear to 
listen to it, was heard on high, and brought down the 
succour which she might have obtained. *'And the 
Angel of God called to Hagar out of heaven, and said 
unto her — What aileth thee? fear not; for God hath 
heard the voice of the lad where he is. Arise, lift him 
up, and hold him in thine hand ; for I will make him a 
great nation. And God opened her eyes, and she saw a 
well of water, and she went and filled the bottle with 
water, and gave the lad drink." This was undoubtedly 
the same Angel who appeared in the first instance to her ; 
for He spoke as God : — " I will make him a great nation ;'* 
nay, as God, He was " with the lad," and, as God, " He 
opened Hagar's eyes." There is, nevertheless, a slight 
difference in the designations applied to Him in each case. 
He is styled — " the angel of the Lord " and " the Lord " 
in one, and "God" in both. This, however, rather 
strengthens the argument ; because He who made the 
promise in the first place afterwards fulfilled it ; and 
therefore He must have been the same great and glorious 
Person. 

When Sodom was fully ripe for destruction, three 
angels left heaven. On their way to that wicked city, 
they called in the guiSe of travellers upon Abraham, in 
the plains of Mamre, and saluted him as '* he sat in the 
tent door in the heat of the day." Abraham evidently 
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recognised the nameless majesty which distinguished one 
from His companions, and accordingly addressed Him as 
his Lord, and received from Him the divine assurance of 
a son in his old age. After partaking of the hospitality 
so readily and generously shown them, the attendant 
angels left for Sodom, while the Chief remained for the 
purpose of communicating to Abraham the thrilling mis- 
sion on which tney were bent, and manifesting to him 
yet clearer and more demonstrable proofs of His divinity. 
How fervidly did the patriarch then intercede for that 
doomed cityl Until he trembled lest his importunity 
might provoke the divine anger, did he plead ; and, at 
last, the assurance was given him — that if only ten 
righteous men could be found there, the place should 
stand as a monument of the divine mercy, rather than be 
overthrown as a monument of the divine justice. After 
this, the Angel " left communing with Abraham." But 
who was He ? Four times in the chronicle of this grave 
proceeding He is expressly denominated — " the Lord '* 
by the Patriarch, and ten times He gives Himself the 
same lofty, peerless title. The two angels who accom- 
panied Him brought with them the divine blessing, but 
neither of them claimed the divine character, as this 
Angel did. He li]^ewise, as in the instance of Hagar, 
made a promise to Abraham which a God only could 
accomplish — a promise to which He emphatically referred, 
and which He as emphatically confirmed, immediatelv 
Abraham had passed triumphantly through the fiery 



THE ANGEL-JEHOVAH. Ill 

• 

ordeal of the strangest and hardest trial that ever tested 
the devotion of a saint. Who has not frequently pon- 
dered the concise yet soul-stirring history of Abraham 
offering up his " only son Isaac ? " The singular demand 
by God, the painful leave-taking with Sarah, the three ' 
days' toilsome journey, the mighty struggle in the father's 
heart, — rise at once before the imagination, which fills up 
the sketch in all its thrilling details. A son to inherit 
his property, and bear his name onward to posterity, had 
become the master-thought of Abraham's spirit, and one 
of the prime blessings for which he made daily suppli- 
cation. At last his request was granted ; and in the child 
of their old age were garnered all the affection and hope 
of two loving, sanguine hearts. But this bright, young 
being was destined to be a holocaust unto God, and his 
father's hand was ordered to take away his life. The 
night Abraham received this stern command, he turned 
to his tent with a cloud on his soul greater and darker 
than that which then spread itself over a tired world ; yet 
it grew still more terrible as the hour neared for full com- 
pliance with its irrevocable and mysterious requirement. 
At length the sacrificial altar is reared, the wood arranged 
in order, and Isaac bound and laid thereon " as a lamb 
for the slaughter." Leaning heavily on the arm all- 
.powerful, he put back the clustering hair on that fair 
brow, and prepared himself for the fatal stroke. But who 
stays his hand in that fearful moment ? **And the Angel 
of the Lord called unto him out of heaven, and said — 
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Abraham, Abraham : and he said — Here I am. And He 
said — Lay not thine hand upon the lad, neither do thou 
anything nnto him; for now I know that thou fearest 
God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only 
son from Me.'* Isaac bounded from the altar in all the 
ecstacy of recovered freedom, and sire and son '' fell down 
upon the ground, and worshipped" with emotions of 
profoundest gratitude! *'And the Angel of the Lord 
called unto Abraham out of heaven the second time — 
By Myself have I sworn, saith the Lord, for because thou 
hast done this thing, and hast not withheld thy son, thine 
only son ; that in blessing I will bless thee, and in multi* 
plying I will multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven, 
and as the sand which is upon the sea-shore ; and thy 
seed shall possess the gate of his enemies ; and in thy 
seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed ; because 
thou hast obeyed My voice." What proofs are here of 
divinity ! It was " Grod " who " did tempt Abraham ; " 
it was *' Grod ** who said — '^ Thou hast not withheld thy 
son, thine only son, from Me ; " and it was '' the Lord " 
who, " because," says St. Paul, " He could sware by no 
greater. He sware by Himself." Hence Abraham, when 
he saw this Angel, might also have exclaimed — ** I have 
seen Grod face to face, and my life is preserved 1 " 

But the visits of the Angel- Jehovah were not restricted 
to '*the father of the faithful." Jacob was likewise 
favoured with them. The most notable, perhaps, in his 
whole life, is that which transpired at the ford JnYibolr. 
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Prior to this, he had been unspeakably encouraged by 
observing an encompassing life-guard of angels ; but now 
he is to behold the Lord of Hosts Himself. As he drew 
near to the land divinely pledged to him, he sent 
messengers beforehand to ascertain Esau's feeling toward 
him; and they returned with the tidings that he was 
already on his way to meet him with a body of four 
hundred retainers. Jacob naturally feared the issue, but 
determined to make every effort to appease him. So he 
divided his herd and his company into two cavalcades ; 
and a gift was forwarded as a propitiation to the 
brother whom he had defrauded of his inheritance. 
On that memorable night he prayed as he never prayed 
before : and " there wrestled a man with him until the 
breaking of the day. And when He saw that He 
prevailed not against him, He touched the hollow of his 
thigh ; and the hollow of Jacob's thigh was out of joint, 
as He wrestled with him." Consequently he could only 
cling now ; but that mere clinging fettered Omnipotence I 
** Let Me go," entreated the man-like Angel ; " for the 
day breaketh." Still he held on, helpless as he was, 
until asked : — " What is thy name ? And he answered 
— Jacob." And his seeming Antagonist said: — "Thy 
name shall be called no more Jacob, but Israel ; for as a 
prince hast thou power with God and with men, and hast 
prevailed." And that moment He changed the character 
as well as the name of the Patriarch : He conferred a 
royal dignity upon him which could be surpassed only in 

I 
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heaven itself! Conscious of the wondrous change, Jacob 
sought to know the name of One so potential, as Jie 
would there and then be established in the sublime per- 
suasion which was every moment more clearly defining 
itself to his own soul — that a God was before him. 
" Tell me," said he with passionate earnestness, " what is 
Thy name P " But He who had given the supplanter a 
new name, corresponding with his present state, would 
not then divulge His own : He did something, neverthe- 
less, infinitely better, — " He blessed him there." And he 
called the place — " Peniel," that is — the face of God. fhe 
prophet Hosea gives a beautiful exposition of this night- 
scene. Speaking of Jacob, he says : — " By his strength 
he had power with God : yea, he had power over the 
Angel : he wept, and made supplication unto Him : he 
found Him in Bethel, and there He spake with us ; even 
the Lord of hosts ; the Lord is His memorial." No 
marvel, therefore, that years afterwards, when giving 
his benediction to the sons of Joseph, Jacob acknowledged 
the divinity of this Angel in the following decisive lan- 
guage : — " God, before whom my fathers, — Abraham and 
Isaac, — did walk, the God which fed me all my life long 
unto this day, the Xngel which redeemed me from all 
evil, bless the lads ; and let my name be named on 
them, and the name of my fathers, — Abraham and Isaac ; 
and let them grow into a multitude in the midst of the 
earth." 

The same Jehovah, in the same angelic form, rendered 
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Himself visible to Moses, that be migbt commission him 
to deliver bis brethren from their " hard bondage." The 
history of this manifestation is, perhaps, one of the most 
conclusive of His exalted character to be found in the 
Old Testament. " Now Moses kept the flock of Jethro 
his father-in-law, the priest of Midian : " and, prompted 
by " the Shepherd of Israel," " he led the flock to the 
back-side of the desert, and came to the mountain of 
God, even to Horeb." Leaving the flock to feed on the 
verdant pasture of that locality, he employed himself, as 
usual, in the worship of Him whose form he had often 
seen shadowed forth in those dreary solitudes, and whose 
voice he had often heard in the storms of Sinai. While 
thus engaged, "the Angel of the Lord appeared unto him 
in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush." This was 
indeed a remarkable phenomenon. Every branch of that 
bush was a branch of fire, and every leaf a leaf of fire, 
that glowed unwasted and unwasting ; for ** the bush 
burned," but " was not consumed." A he stood and 
gazed thereon, with feelings of astonishment and awe, he 
said to himself — "I will now turn aside, and see this great 
sight, why the bush is not burned." But no sooner did 
he attempt this than " God called unto him out of the 
midst of the bush, and said — Moses, Moses. And he 
said — Here am I. And He said — Draw not nigh hither : 
put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place whereon 
thou standest is holy ground." With intensified feeling 
he listened again, and the Angel added : — " I am the God 
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oflkj frtlKT, ^ God of AlHaktm, tbe God of Isaac, and 
^ktt God of Jaoobu** nk aDBoaneement overwhelmed 
kiH^ wmd ht **kid kis free; for be was afraid to look 
«pQB God. Amd Ike Lad said : — ^I have surely seeu the 
attctinn of Mj people wkidi are in l^jpt, and have 
keaid tbeir etj by Tttson of tbeir taskmasters ; for I 
know tbeir sorows; and I am come down to detiver 
ttoa out of tbe band of tbe ^^yptians, and to bring 
ttcm up o«t of tbat land nnto a good land and a large, 
onto a land flowing with milk and boney. Come now 
tbcrefore, and I will send tbce nnto Pharaoh, that thou 
. maye^ faring foitb My people, tbe children of Israel, out 
of Egypt.** And then, to inspire tbe courage absolutely 
requisite for so stupaidoos an undertaking, for the first 
time this Ai^el piodaimed Uis simple, yet august and 
incommunicable name: — ^"I AM THAT I AM," or 
briefiy — "I AM;" as expressiTe of unehanging and 
eternal existence. 

He also appeared subsequentiy to Joshua, on the plains 
of Jericho. And here His manifestation was as fitting as 
at ** the Mountain of God : '* for in this memorable in- 
stance He wore the form and fiishion of a warrior-prince. 
The circumstances were these: — "Jericho was straitly 
shut up because of tbe children of Israel : none went out, 
and none came in." The inhabitants, with their royal 
head and his " mighty men of valour," were sore afraid 
of Joshua and his army, but chiefly of Him who clave 
the Bed Sea asunder, rolled back the sweUing Jordan, and 
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made all nature tremble before Him ; for He was Israel's 
supreme guide, and He fought Israel's battles for them. 
When the shades of evening had prevailed, and all was 
hushed in the camp, Joshua went forth alone to recon- 
noitre the besieged city ; and while making this prelimi- 
nary survey of its massive walls and frowning battle- 
ments, ''behold! there stood a Man over against him 
with a drawn sword in His hand." Undaunted by his 
sudden and unexpected appearance, Joshua boldly inter- 
rogated Him : — "Art Thou for us, or for our enemies?" 
And the mysterious Warrior replied : — " Nay ; but as 
Captain of the host of the Lord am I now come." With 
a shiver of supernatural terror passing over his spirit, 
Joshua sank at once to the earth, and recognising in 
those words the presence of Deity, he worshipped, 
humbly inquiring : — " What saith my Lord unto His 
servant?" Reserving the proper answer to this ques- 
tion for the proper moment, he said : — " Loose thy shoe 
from off thy foot ; for the place whereon thou standest is 
holy." This command was given to his predecessor at 
Horeb ; but his mission being ended, it is passed over to 
his successor, the same Divine Being demanding the same 
homage from both. Joshua immediately obeyed, as did 
Moses, and in this manner, like him, shoeless and pros- 
trate in the dust, he received his commission to capture 
the accursed city before him. The two then separated; 
one ascended to His native heaven, and the other re- 
turned to the camp, full of awe, and hope, and joy. Day 
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after day the army of Israel inarched round Jericho, until 
the number was completed. That last day was conse- 
crated to vengeance. Seven times on the seventh day did 
that host encompass that capital, and then the bell of 
judgment tolled ; for the Angel of Destruction was on the 
wing. When the priests had blown with the trumpetS) 
Joshua said unto the people : — "Shout; for the Lord hath 
given you the city." From myriad voices there instantly 
pealed forth a sound loud as the rush of mighty waters ; 
and as that sound rolled-;— not upward according to its 
natural law, but inward toward the city, and dashed in 
full. volume against its thick, lofty walls, they trembled to 
their foundations, and fell with thunder-crash to the 
earth, burying, like the temple of Dagon, thousands in 
their ruins, and filling the evening sky with clouds of 
choking dust. A night of slaughter followed, so that 
"all was utterly destroyed in the city, both man and 
woman, young and old, and ox, and sheep, and ass, with 
the edge of the sword." But He who bad previously 
said unto Joshua — " I have given into thine hand Jericho 
and the king thereof, and the mighty men of valour," was 
the actual despoiler of that stately city, and Joshua ac- 
knowledged Him to be none other than Jehovah. 

Joshua was succeeded by Gideon. " And the Angel of 
the Lord appeared unto him, and said unto him — The Lord 
is with thee, thou mighty man of valour." This Angel 
knew what Gideon really was ; for, as God, He "searcheth 
all hearts, and trieth the reins of the children of men." 
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Moreover, He made Gideon all he could be. And yet, in 
the weakness of unbelief, and looking only, as he did, at 
the deplorable condition of Israel in his day, he mur* 
muringly asked : — " Oh my Lord ! if the Lord be with U8, 
why then is all this befallen us ? and where be all His 
miracles which our fathers told us of, saying — Did not 
the Lord bring us up from Egypt ? but now the Lord 
hath forsaken us, and delivered us into the hands of the 
Midianites ; " forgetting, at the same time, that the 
cause of all this calamity lay on the people, and not on 
God, — that idolatry was general in the land, — and that 
even his own father was a worshipper of Baal. Pitying 
his ignorance, and correcting his mistake, '* the Lord 
looked upon him, and said — Go in this thy might, and 
thou shalt save Israel from the hand of their enemies : 
have not I sent thee ? And the Lord said unto him — 
Surely I will be with thee, and thou shalt smite the 
Midianites as one man." Yet Gideon desired further 
confirmation, and therefore he asked Him for a sign 
establishing His divinity. *' And the Angel of God said 
unto him — Take the flesh and the unleavened cakes, and 
lay them upon this rock, and pour out the broth." He 
had scarcely done so, when the Angel stretched forth the 
staff that was in His hand, and fire rose out of the rock> 
and consumed everything, as it did when Elijah sacrificed 
unto Him on Mount Carmel. The sign given, the Angel 
vanished ; but Gideon, feeling now the great solemnity of 
the interview, and bitterly reproaching himself for lack of 
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faith and reverence, exclaimed : — " Alas, O Lord God ! 
for because I have seen an Angel of the Lord face to 
face." That divine affirmation flashed before his soul 
bright and terrible as the lightning of Sinai — " No man 
shall see My face and live." On hearing his cry, the 
Angd returned to comfort and animate him. " And the 
Lord said unto him — Peace be unto thee ; fear not : thou 
shalt not die." Indeed, to save the lives of those whom 
He thus specially visited, and to whom He thus mani- 
fested Himself, was, next to the object before Him, one of 
the principal reasons why Jehovah assumed the angelic 
form in Old Testament times. 

Similar to the preceding, was His visit to Manoah and 
his wife. The first time He appeared to the latter, she 
went and told her husband, saying : — ** A Man of God 
came unto me, and His countenance was like the counte- 
nance of an angel of God, very terrible : but I asked Him 
not whence He was, neither told He me His name." 
Continuously and fervently did Manoah afterwards in- 
treat for a second visit of this illustrious Being: his 
request was granted ; Manoah saw and conversed with 
" the Angel of the Lord." But he knew not His match- 
less dignity until the Angel announced His name as 
" Secret," or " Wonderful." Imitating Gideon, Manoah 
offered a meat-offering unto the Lord upon a rock: 
•*and the Angel did wondrously;" while Manoah and 
his wife were stricken with amazement. " And it came 
to pass, when the flame went up toward heaven from off 
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the altar, that the Angel of the Lord ascended in the 
flame of the altar ; " and Manoah and his wife " fell on 
their faces to the ground.** Dreading, as did Gideon, 
the issue of this grand transaction, Manoah said to his 
wife : — " We shall surely die, because we have seen God." 
His wife, however, now played the part of an angel, and 
by the music of " her dear whispering voice " charmed 
away his fear, as David with his harp expelled the evil 
spirit from king Saul. " If the Lord," said she, " were 
pleased to kill us. He would not have received a burnt- 
oflFering and a meat-offering at our hands, neither wouM 
He have showed us all these things, nor would as at this 
time have told us such things as these." 

" And what shall we more say ? " for the time would 
fail us to tell of His angel-manifestations to the selfish 
Baalam on his way to curse Israel, and receive the golden 
bribe of Balak, — to the stern Prophet of Horeb as he sat 
under the juniper tree of the wilderness, and, in a 
paroxysm of despair, "requested for himself that he 
might die," — to king Nebuchadnezzar, who, gazing into 
the burning fiery furnace, exclaimed : — " Lo 1 I see four 
men loose, walking in the midst of the fire, and they have 
no hurt ; and the form of the fourth is like the Son of 
God," — and to others of an equally glorious character, 
all demonstrating that, while He appeared as an Angel, 
He was notwithstanding " very God." If not so, then, 
all Scripture searched through, no satisfactory explana- 
tion can possibly be given why He so emphatically and 
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repeatedly claimed the lofty title of a Divine Person ; 
nor why He readily accepted so many sacrifices and pray- 
ers, which were intended by the oflPerers themselves 
solely for Deity ; nor why He so frequently exercised the 
high prerogative of pardoning the iniquities of Israel. 

Who, then, of the three Persons in the incomprehensi- 
ble Godhead was He P Certainly not the Father ; for 
" no man hath seen Him at any time ; " and He is never 
mentioned in the Bible as " sent." Neither was He the 
Holy Spirit ; for He never, in any case, assumed either 
the human or angelic form. This Angel, therefore, could 
be none other than the second Person in the adorable 
Trinity — "even Jesus." Both Testaments teem with 
proofs of this wonderful fact ; but the following predic- 
tion and its fulfilment will sufficiently establish it : — 
" Behold, I will send My messenger, and he shall prepare 
the way before Me : and the Lord whom ye seek, shall 
suddenly come to His temple, even the Messenger of the 
Covenant, whom ye delight in." That John the Baptist 
was the harbinger of this illustrious Speaker, is undoubted 
from the announcement of the angel Gabriel to Zacharias 
before his birth. Among other things he said : — " He 
shall go before the Lord in the spirit and power of Elias, 
to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the 
disobedient to the wisdom of the just ; to make ready a 
people prepared for the Lord." And when John was 
bom, " his father, Zacharias, was filled with the Holy 
GiLOst, and prophesied, saying — ^Thou, child, shalt be 
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called the Prophet of the Highest : for thou shalt go be- 
fore the face of the Lord to prepare His ways.*' History 
confirms the announcement of the angel and the prophecy 
of the father. " In those days came John the Baptist, 
preaching in the wilderness of Judaea, and saying — Ke- 
pent ye : for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. For 
this is he that was spoken of by the prophet Esaias, say- 
ing — The voice of one crying in the wilderness — Prepare 
ye the way of the Lord, make His paths straight." And 
mighty indeed were the effects of John's preaching. 
" Then went out to him Jerusalem, and all Judsea, and 
all the region round about Jordan, and were baptized of 
him in Jordan, confessing their sins." There can, there- 
fore, be no question about John being the " messenger " 
of the Lord — " the Prophet of the Highest ; " neither 
can there be respecting Christ being " the Messenger — or 
Angel — of the Covenant," whose advent and work John 
was appointed to publish, who should visit the temple, 
and be the delight of Israel. St. Luke records — that 
when His parents brought the child Jesus into the tem- 
ple, Simeon, who was devoutly and eagerly ** waiting for 
the Consolation of Israel," took " Him up in his arms, 
and blessed God, and said — ^Lord, now lettest Thou Thy 
servant depart in peace, according to Thy word : for mine 
eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared 
before the face of all people ; a light to lighten the Gen- 
tiles, and the glory of Thy people Israel." This was 
Christ's first visit to the temple, but not His last. When 
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He was twelve years old, He again entered that sacred 
and magnificent edifice, and sat in '* the midst of the doc- 
tors, both hearing them, and asking them questions ;" 
and when He rode into Jerusalem, just before His mission 
closed, the temple was the termination of His kingly 
triumph. There, too. He vindicated the sanctity of 
Deity, and wrought some of His principal miracles. 
What a fact then is this — the Angel-Jehovah of Old 
Testament times and " the Messenger of the Covenant," 
is the Incarnate God — the Victim of Calvary — the Sa- 
viour of the World 1 

And as He is " God sent, proceeding from God con- 
cealed," so is He " the Archangel," or " Head of all 
principality and power." We often speak of archangels ; 
but the Word of God speaks only of one, who as His 
name — Michael — implies, is " as God." Such a dis- 
tinguishing epithet is appropriate only to Jesus, who 
alone possesses the unrivalled properties of Deity. 
Hence the Eabbinical Jews, identifying " the Messenger 
of the Covenant " with the Michael of the Old and New 
Testament, have said : — " Wherever Michael appeared, 
there was seen the glory of the Shekinah itself." More- 
over, the actions performed by Him could not possibly 
have been efiFected by any agent inferior to Him. He not 
only assisted Gabriel to overcome the opposition of the 
prince of Persia, but He stood up for the Lord's people 
in a time of unparalleled tribulation. Ever has He been 
bent on accomplishing the primal covenant : — " The seed 
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of the woman shall bruise the serpent's head.'* When 
there was a dispute " about the body of Moses," He 
contended successfully with the devil ; and when " there 
was war in heaven, Michael and His angels fought 
against the dragon." Nay, " He will lay hold on the 
dragon, that old serpent, which is the devil, and Satan, 
and bind him a thousand years, and cast him into the 
bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal upon 
him, that he deceive the nations no more, till the 
thousand years be fulfilled." And when the world 
has run its course, and the day of doom come, *' the 
Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of the Archangel, and with the trump of 
God : and the dead in Christ shall rise first." 

What elevated views are exhibited in the preceding 
statements of the absolute pre-eminence and glory of 
Jesus I The angels are styled-—" morning stars ; " but 
He is " the bright and Morning Star," because He was 
" in the beginning with God ; " and " all things what- 
soever the Father hath are His." Is the Father omni- 
present ? so is Jesus. " Wherever two or three are 
gathered together in His name, there is He in the midst 
of them." His presence is not only the sole illumination 
of heaven, and the highest bliss of glorified spirits, but 
it is also the brightest light of earth and the deepest 
joy of ransomed souls. Is the Father omniscient ? so is 
Jesus. Because He searches the innermost recesses of the 
heart. He alone "knows what is in man." It was this 
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conviction which induced the Fisherman of Galilee to 
exclaim : — " Lord, Thou knowest all things ; Thou 
knowest that I love Thee ! " Is the Father omnipotent? 
so is Jesus. He "hath measured the waters iu the 
hollow of His hand, and meted out heaven with a span, 
and comprehended the dust of the earth in a measure, 
and weighed the mountains in scales, and the hills in a 
balance." And the same hand still holds up the uni- 
verse, and guides " the stars in their courses ; " " for," 
says the Apostle, " by Him all things consist," — atoms, 
flowers, cedars, — worms, beasts, men, angels, demons, 
-heaven, hell, — time, eternity. And is the Father " a 
great King?" so is Jesus. "He hath on His vesture 
and on His thigh a name written— KING OF KINGS 
AND LORD OF LORDS." He is indeed " the only 
Potentate " before whom devils tremble and angels bow, 
and whose throne is as immovable as it is "high and 
lifted up." Well, therefore, might an ancient writer 
designate Him: — "The Eternal Image — the Archangel 
of many names — the High Priest of the World ! " And 
well, too, might a modem poet strike his golden lyre and 
sipg :— 

" "Who shall commemorate all Thy chosen names — 
Thoa who art Sire at once and Son of Man ? 
Servant, Friend, Brother, Bridegroom, Husband, Lord, 
Priest, Advocate, Physician, Teacher, Guide, 
King, Conqueror, and Master, World- Adored ! 
Owner of all things here, and Almoner ; 
Thoa the Divine Protagonist of time. 
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The Everlasting Sacrifice ; the world*8 

Eternal Victim, Thou, and Victor God I 

On high — the Light of all Perfections, here — 

The Blessed Shadow ; San of Righteoosness, 

And Star of Wisdom lonely in the heavens 1 

The Cloud of Glory in life's wilderness. 

The Splendour in the Temple ; Temple, Rock, 

City of Refuge I Branch, and Root, and Vine I 

Tree, too, of Life, and Knowledge I Almond Tree 

First flowering from the wintry world of death 1 — 

Thou too the Olive, whence distils the oil 

Of inspiration for the elect anoint 1 — 

Robe, Sceptre, Crown, and Shield ! Sacrifice for Sin, 

And Sin itself 1 The Serpent of the Saved, 

The Angel of Redemption, and our God 1 — 

Curse transessentiate into blessing 1 Man, 

Angel, and Deity ! The All in All, 

The one sole Being of the universe I 

The Lord of Armies and the Prince of Peace, 

"Whose humblest follower is a prince with God ! — 

Our Fellow-Heir and our Inheritance, 

Witness and Judge, and Ransom and Reward, 

Originator, Mediator, Fine ; 

For Thou art all of these, and Thou alone ! " 
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" As He spoke. 
Voices were heard in heairen, and music stole 
Out from the chambers of the vaulted sky. 
As if the stars were swept like instruments. 
Mo cloud was visible, but radiant wings 
Were coming with a silvery rush to earth ; 
And as the Saviour rose, a glorious one. 
With an illumined forehead, and the light 
Whose fountain is the mystery of God 
Encalm'd within his eye, bow'd down to Him, 
And nerved Him with a ministry of strength." 

When "the fulness of the time was come," "the 
Messenger of the Covenant " robed Himself once more, 
and appeared among men — not as an angel, but as a man. 
" It behoved Him," says St. Paul, " to be made like unto 
His brethren, that He might be a merciful and faithful 
high priest in things pertaining to God, to make recon- 
ciliation for the sins of the people." He was now 
"God manifest in the flesh," or "God with us." A 
Divine Person therefore still, He could easily have dis- 
pensed with aU angelic presence and help ; and, truly in 
the great matter of human redemption He did so. He 
"trod the winepress alone:" neither angel nor man 
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were with Him there : hence, " His own ann brought 
salvation unto Him." But embodied in our nature, He 
experienced all its " infirmities ** — sin excepted ; and, 
consequently, in achieving this greatest of all great 
works. His humanity often sank exhausted to the earth, 
and sunclad creatures came and " ministered unto Him." 
Nay, such was their interest in the stupendous mission 
of His incarnation, that it became their heaven to linger 
about His person, and, when permitted, to add supernal 
grandeur to His triumphs. 

The same angel who informed the " man greatly be- 
loved" that his supplications were heard on high, 
announced to the holy Virgin that she was destined 
to be the mother of " the Son of God." " And thou 
shalt call His name Jesus," enjoined the celestial envoy ; 
" and the Lord God shall give unto Him the throne of 
His father David : and He shall reign over the house 
of Jacob for ever ; and of His kingdom there shall be 
no end." No surprise that she was amazed at these 
sayings, and " cast in her mind " the possibility of their 
actualization ; nor yet that Joseph, to whom she was 
affianced, should need from the angel, in a dream of the 
night, an explanation of this inscrutable mystery of 
heavenly love. And what joy and transportation were 
theirs, as they gradually realized the truth of the revela- 
tion thus made, and the super-exalted honour connected 
with its fulfilment 1 Although both were descendants of 
the imperial Solomon, and representatives of the old 
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thcj were ** saints of the most 
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Al ki^;lh, ''when the days were 
** "Jesus was bon in Bethlehem" — an 
devatcd Jadaan Tillage, perched on the long narrow 
crest of a griy timestone hiO, and standing in the midst 
of Tinejards, almond trees, and fig plantations, a few 
miks south oi the metropolis; and the ecstac^ of 
the beautiful Virgin and the weaiy carpenter was shared 
by others. As a party of shepherds were stretched on 
the green sward round their pine fire, "keeping watch 
oyer their flock by night," an unearthly light burst upon 
them, and a lordly form stood before them. They knew 
that he was an angel, and were '' sore afraid." But he 
quieted their spirit, saying — "Fear not: for, behold, I 
bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to 
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all people. For unto you is born in the city of David a 
Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a 
sign unto you — ye shall find the babe wrapped in swad- 
dling clothes, lying in a manger.*' Suddenly the light 
round about them increased in splendour, until they were 
dazzled with its glory, and crowds of radiant beings — ^feeUng 
that a new link now bound " the Messenger of the Cove* 
nant *' to them and all creaturehood — swept before them, 
striking their harps, and singing with celestial sweetness 
— " Glory to God in the highest, on earth peace, good 
will toward men." Oh, how that noble anthem thrilled 
those humble watchers ! Gladly, indeed, would they have 
listened to it for all time ; but the angel-band wheeled 
homeward, and with that song on their lips they passed 
through the gates of pearl ; and then both the sound and 
the splendour were lost to the shepherds ; but not the 
rapture. Around the manger which cradled the Prince 
of Life, they sang the doxology of the ascended host ; 
and, as best they could, described to Mary and Joseph 
the entire of that brief yet glorious circumstance ; un- 
til, like "as precious liquor, warmed and heightened 
by a flame, first crowns the vessel, and then dances 
over its brim into the fire, increasing the cause of 
its own motion and extravagancy,'' their hearts were so 
full of gladness, that the joy ran over, being too great to 
be confined there, and communicated itself to the hearts 
of those who listened to them. They then returned from 
the rude hostelry, " glorifying and praising God ; " but 
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all was cbanged now. The hills and fields of Bethlehem, 
where they kept their flock, were thrice hallowed ground ; 
and that scene, impressed on their memories for ever, be- 
came their master-theme by day, and their golden dream 
by night. Oft would they start up in the midst of slum- 
ber, and fancy they heard again the voices and harps of 
rejoicing angels 1 

Certain learned men of the Orient were also privileged 
to share in this exceeding joy. A new and unusually 
brilliant star — which the Greeks suppose to have been an 
angel in a pillar of fire and the semblance of a star — at- 
tracted their attention, inspired their pilgrimage, and led 
them onward, until they reached Jerusalem, where they 
eagerly inquired of the people : — " Where is He that is 
bom King of the Jews P for we have seen His star in the 
east, and are come to worship Him." Such intelligence 
ought surely to have " led Mount Zion to rejoice, and the 
daughters of Judah to be glad.'' But it was not so : all 
the citizens were " troubled," especially Herod. Think- 
ing his throne in danger, and the kingdom in dispute, he 
resolved, mad and futile though it was, to set aside, by 
subtilty and violence, the decrees of God and the coun- 
sels of eternity. In attempting this, he first called the 
heads and teachers of the people together, to demand of 
them " where Christ should be born." This ascertained, 
he next privily consulted with the Magi, and sent them 
to Bethlehem, with this emphatic injunction : — " When 
ye have found Him, bring me word, that I may come 
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and worship Him also." Again guided by the angel-star, 
they soon reached " where the young child was ;" and as 
they gazed on His calm, holy face, their hearts laboured 
with a throng of emotions which defied all human con- 
trol. True, before those princes of intellect and affluence 
there were all the inconveniences and miseries of poverty ; 
nevertheless, that stable was to them more than a mon- 
arch's palace, and that tiny infant greater than Solomon 
" in all his glory." They felt that on His feeble arm 
which could scarcely lift itself to its mother's neck, the 
universe itself stood balanced ; and though His earthly 
history could be measured by hours, yet His true, inner 
life existed "before all worlds!" Therefore, "they fell 
down and worshipped Him : and when they had opened 
their treasures, they presented unto Him ^gifts — gold, 
frankincense, and mynh." Having thereby practically 
acknowledged Hina to be " the Christ, the Son of the 
Blessed," they returned, through the intervention of an 
angel, "into their own country another way." This so 
exasperated Herod, that he " sent forth, and slew all the 
children that were in Bethlehem, and in all the coasts 
thereof, from two years old and under ;" — some asleep 
in cradled stillness, with the soft light of day on their 
lovely cheeks ; others prattling gaily and unsuspectingly 
in the courts nigh their own doors ; and others locked in 
the warm embrace of maternal love. 



« 



Oh, there were mothers* shrieks — sounds that came 
From riven souls I Then childless Rachel wept : 
In Rama was the voice of mourning heard^ 
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And red with blood the streams of Israel rau 1 
' Twas murder's banquet on a thousand babes 1 
Sweet flowers of life 1 whose fragile beauty made 
The living Eden of parental hearts I" 

But ere those cries had " entered into the ears of the 
Lord of Sabaoth," Joseph had reached Egypt, with " the 
young child and His mother.'* The angel of the Lord 
had apprised him of Herod's intent, and directed his 
course. As they journeyed through the darkness of the 
night, and along paths they knew not, they frequently 
heard the whisperings of attendant spirits, and sounds 
which proceeded from the presence of associate angels. 
Egypt aflPorded them refuge until the wail of Bethlehem's 
mothers was answered from the throne, and the monster 
king was smitten into his grave by the Angel of Eetribu- 
tion. After this, the same celestial, by the same means, 
heralded Joseph and Mary back, and the young Bedeemer 
" came and dwelt in a city called Nazareth." 

But Jesus had a mightier foe to encounter than Herod. 
Four thousand years before, God said to the serpent : — 
" He shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise His 
heel." The history of their first conflict, as recorded by 
St. Matthew, is solemnly interesting. Jesus had scaxcely 
been set apart to His office by the ordinance of John and 
the voice of His Father, than " He was led up of the 
Spirit into the wilderness, to be tempted of the devil." 
In that desert solitude, associated with wild beasts, He 
found the leisure requisite for meditation on the weighty 
purpose of His incarnation, and fortifying Himself for 
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its successful accomplisbment. Awhile His mind tri- 
umphed over His body ; but " when He had fasted forty 
days and forty nights, He was afterward an hungred." At 
this juncture Satan appeared to Him in a disguised form; 
some think as " a holy hermit," others as " a good friend 
and adviser,'* but we think as "an angel of light ;" and 
ostensibly pitying His emaciated looks, yet desirous to 
ascertain His real origin, he said : — " If Thou be the Son 
of God, command these stones to be made bread." 
"Nothing,** as one observes, "could have been easier; 
but that simple thing would have stopped the world's 
salvation. It would have been the tragedy of Eden re* 
enacted — the story of the forbidden fruit repeated." Jesus 
knew all this, and therefore meekly replied : — " It is writ- 
ten—Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word 
that proceedeth out of the mouth of God." Thus the 
first temptation was met : the fiery dart fell extinguished 
at the feet of the adversary, who, foiled in one artifice, 
determined instantly to try another. So he "taketh 
Him*' from the dreary wilderness, and "settethHim on a 
pinnacle of the temple," and as they looked down from that 
dizzy height upon " the holy city," and its people hurry- 
ing to and fro, he said unto Him : — "If Thou be the Son 
of God, cast Thyself down ; for it is written — He shall 
give His angels charge concerning Thee ; and in their 
hands they shall bear Thee up, lest at any time Thou 
dash Thy foot against a stone." But as Jesus would 
not make bread for Himself, so neither would He thus 



186 BBEYAKTS OF JESUS. 

challenge the faithfulness of the divine promise. More- 
over, such a presumptons act as was then urged, would 
have added no glory to His mission ; hence He said : — 
"It is written again — Thou shalt not tempt the Lord 
thy God;" and Satan was confounded a second time. 
He resolved, however, to renew the attack ; and, accord- 
ingly, the scene is again changed. "The devil taketh 
Him up into an exceeding high mountain," and from that 
loftier eminence the world lay beneath them. It seemed 
never so attractive as now. Temples, and palaces, and 
thrones, and gems, blazed in the clear sunlight ; and 
sounds of music, and revelry, and victory, were upborne 
to where they stood. Waving his hand over the magic 
prospect beneath them, "the god of this world" 
exclaimed : — " All these things will I give Thee, if Thou 
wilt fall down and worship me." Then was " the holy 
Lamb angry as a provoked lion," and with an eye that 
flashed uncreated fire, and a voice of seven-fold thunder. 
He cried : — " Get thee behind Me, Satan ; for it is 
written — Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and 
Him only shalt thou serve." This answer, which forms 
one of the sublimest passages of God's Word, turned the 
tide of battle. The archfiend no longer doubted the 
cha]:acter and dignity of his Antagonist; and in utter 
despair and fear he vanished, leaving Jesus " more than 
conqueror." But He needed help and refreshment now ; 
and heaven supplied Him with both. " Behold ! angels 
came and ministered unto Him." This was no accidental 
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circumstance. Eeadily would they have hastened to Him 
at the very beginning of the dreadful conflict ; but they 
were held back by His Father until His triumph was 
complete. The signal was then given, and legions 
instantly surrounded Him, and prepared a feast worthy 
their illustrious Guest. The desert, which before the 
onset wore the aspect of hell, now wore the aspect of 
heaven ; and Jesus, " anointed with the oil of gladness 
above His fellows," felt Himself more than recompensed 
for His unaided struggles with the Prince of Darkness ! 

Prom this time the holy Evangels observe an unbroken 
reticence touching the services rendered to Him by the 
angels, until close upon the termination of His marvel- 
lous and unexampled career. Yet some have ventured to 
think — that, as God " gave them charge concerning Him, 
to keep Him in all His ways," those narrow and miracu- 
lous escapes which He had from His enemies, when 
" they led Him to the brow of the hill whereon their 
city was built, that they might cast Him down head- 
long," and when " they took up stones in the temple " 
to destroy Him, must, partly at least, be ascribed to their 
timely interposition. 

We pause not to argue either for or against this sup- 
position, but, in a spirit of intense reverence, enter at 
once within the emphatically consecrated precincts of 
Gethsemane. This garden Jesus once trod, with a sorrow 
on His heart as exquisite in its agony as it was crushing 
in its weight. Marking the storm-clouds gathering over 
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His sinless, yet devoted head, He said to His three 
favourite disciples : — ** My soul is exceeding sorrowful, 
even unto death;" and in the deepening gloom and 
awful dread which speedily encompassed Him, He 
reached out beseechingly to them for their kindest sym- 
pathy and aid, and, in tones of indescribable sadness, 
added : — " Sit ye here while I shall pray." Then, as if 
suddenly recollecting Himself, and the mighty task before 
Him, He broke away from them, and disappeared in the 
darkness. The disciples were soon asleep ; for they were 
weary ; and it was now the last watch of night. All was 
hushed and solemn in the garden. The patriarchal olives 
were motionless as death itself; and even Kedron, that 
seemed always singing in its flow, was voiceless now. 
Never, verily, was night so deep and terrible in its 
silence. Fit period for the outburst of a tremendous 
woe 1 Nor was the opportunity lost. A moan, at first 
low and plaintive, disturbed the reigning stillness, until 
with awful swell it heaved and broke on the midnight air, 
like the last cry of helpless anguish. The soul of Jesus 
bewailed, with the feeling of a God, the lost estate of His 
own creatures. Ere long, the lifetide broke loose from 
His heart, and, gushing through every pore of His body, 
** fell in great drops down to the ground." One thing 
only availed Him now ; and that was prayer. And Jesus 
cried : — " O My Father ! if it be possible, let this cup 
pass from Me." Sucb words were never heard by Deity 
before 1 He who uttered them had present before His 
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eyes — the justice of God as yet unsatisfied, death as yet 
unspoiled j Satan as yet unmastered, hell as yet unbridged, 
and heaven as yet unopened : and now, for the first time, 
He felt Himself " left alone " to achieve all these wonders. 
Three times, therefore, did He pour out His whole soul 
in these imploring terms. They relieved His agony just 
as the streamlet which issues out of an abundant fountain ; 
and then the voice of resignation breathed forth a new 
submission : — ** Nevertheless not as I will, but as Thou 
wilt." Forthwith " there appeared an angel unto Him 
from heaven, strengthening Him." How ? Partly by 
communicating fresh energy to His debilitated frame, for 
Jesus was now as Samson deprived of his great strength ; 
but chiefly by pouring into His soul those divine comforts 
so requisite for such trying moments. He pourtrayed to 
Him " the glory that would follow " — the certain fulfil- 
ment of ^' all the promises," the final success of Christian- 
ity, and the universal dominion of His rule : in brief, a 
world saved, regenerated, and beatified through His suf- 
ferings and death. So potent was the relief thus 
brought to Jesus by this angel, that He rose from the 
earth, and left the garden, ready to accomplish all His 
Father's will, and save mankind. Hence, when the Eoman 
cohort met Him, and said they sought "Jesus of 
Nazareth," He promptly answered : — " I am He ;" and 
glittering swords and flaming torches fell instantly to the 
ground, and armed warriors staggered in His serene and 
majestic presence like drunken men. More : this angelic 
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relief lasted Him through all the trying scenes which 
followed each other in quick and fatal succession ; such 
as the painful desertion of His followers, the rude treat- 
ment of brutal soldiers, the false accusation of hired 
witnesses, the iniquitous condemnation of prejudiced 
judges, and the preliminaries of crucifixion. Nor did it 
decline until the last pang of fearful liability had wrung 
from His inner spirit that wild, bitter, and piercing 
exclamation which filled heaven with alarm: — "Eloi- 
Eloi! lama sabachthani? which is, being interpreted 
— My God 1 My Grod ! why hast Thoit forsaken Me ?" 

The scene, then, in Gethsemane, was a fitting prepara- 
tion for the tragedy on Calvary. But no angel was present 
on that lord of the Sacred Mountains. The Father had 
forsaken His Well-Beloved ; and His servants must for- 
sake Him too. True, the language of the imagination 
has pictured them crowding invisibly the hall of judgment} 
and pressing with strong desire around the accursed tree ; 
but Scripture forbids such a representation. 

" He was alone in that fierce multitude. 

When * Crucify Him 1 * yell'd the general shout ; 
No hand to guard Him 'mid those insults rude. 
Nor lips to bless Him in that frantic rout, — 
"Whose lightest whispered word 
The seraphim had heard. 
And adamantine arms from all the heavens broke out.*' 

Yet surely they paused on the outer verge of the tragic 
spectacle, and, with other motives than those of His 
faithless disciples, " followed Him afar off." They were 
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present when the Angel-Jehovah descended on Mount 
Siuai, amid thunderings, and lightnings, and a flame of 
devouring fire, to publish His law to the children of men. 
It would even seem that they took a foremost part in thiat 
awful solemnity; for the martyr Stephen says: — "the 
law was received by the disposition of angels ; " and St. 
Paul in one place affirms — that it was "ordained b} 
angels," and, in another, that it was " spoken by angels.' 
They, therefore, knew its stem, relaxless, holy characters, 
and, consequently, their great and insuperable difficulty 
lay between its rigorous exactions and the free and 
full development of mercy. How the Infinite and Pure 
could die for the finite and sinful was to them " unsearch- 
able and past finding out." Granted — that at the incar* 
nation some faint glimmerings of the wondrous scheme of 
divine clemency broke in upon their minds ; the full-orbed 
truth, notwithstanding, was as yet concealed behind thick 
and impenetrable clouds of mystery. On Calvary, how- 
ever, it burst fully upon their sight : Jesus was " cruci- 
fied before them." Oh, what astonishment, what admi- 
ration, what delight seized them when they beheld this 
masterpiece of Infinite Wisdom, this richest display of 
Sovereign and Eternal Love 1 

But, though absent from the cross, they were present 
at the sepulchre. There they resumed their affectionate 
ofiices, and attended upon His person. One stood at the 
head, and the other at the feet of the sheeted dead : their 
posture agreeing with that of the cherubim in " the holiest 
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of all." They looked upon the prostrate Son of Gk>d as 
the true mercy-seat, sprinkled with His own blood, and 
the law within His heart as the tables within the ark : sc 
they guarded that body within far more carefully and 
securely than the soldiers without. Yet their loving vigil 
was of brief duration. On the third day, before even the 
shadows of night had been chased away by the beams ol 
morning, the earth heaved beneath that sepulchre, and lol 
other graves opened, and other dead, reanimated, came 
forth. An angel, clad in vesture white as snow, and witb 
a presence that outflashed the lightning, descended from 
heaven, and rolled back the stone placed by two faith- 
ful disciples at its entrance. Jesus rose ; and throwing 
off Him " the linen clothes," arrayed Himself in His 
resurrection attire, and left the sepulchre, the "Victor both 
of death and the grave. But the place where He had 
lain was so sacred to these celestial watchers, that, foi 
awhile, they remained there. Besides, they had a furtha 
work before them. Two pious women, which came witt 
Jesus from Galilee, and *^ beheld the sepulchre, and hon 
His body was laid," had "prepared spices and ointments ;" 
and now they, " and certain others with them," visit th< 
tomb for the purpose of anointing the dead ; but *' the} 
found not the body of the Lord." Disappointed anc 
perplexed, they pressed into the sepulchre, and, " behold 
two men stood by them in shining garments : and as the] 
were afraid, and bowed down their faces to the earth 
they said unto them — Why seek ye the living among th< 
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dead ? He is not here^ but is risen. Remember how He 
spake unto you when He was yet in Galilee, saying — 
The Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of 
sinful men, and be crucified* and the third day rise again. 
And they remembered His words, and returned from the ^ 
sepulchre, and told all these things unto the eleven, and 
to all the rest." 

It was, nevertheless, reserved for Olivet to witness the 
last service rendered by the holy angels to Jesus while on 
earth. Oft had that celebrated Mount been visited by 
them ; but now it was thronged with " chariots of fire 
and horses of fire" — an unseen, yet glorious train, 
eagerly waiting to accompany Him home, and augment 
the grandeur of His ascension. But He must first bless 
His disciples, and give them a parting token of His love, 
before entering into His glory, and putting on His head 
the diadem of the skies. What He felt as He lifted His 
hands in a last farewell, and breathed into their souls a 
sublime sanctity and peace, only He Himself can teU. No 
sooner, however, had He done this, than He rose before 
them into the pathless air, and gradually lessened in their 
sight, till He appeared like a star evanishing in the 
empyrean depth, yet leaving behind it a track of dazzling 
splendour, which held them spell-bound in an attitude of 
wonder and joy. " And while they looked stedfastly to- 
ward heaven, behold ! two angels ** — most probably those 
who announced His resurrection to the holy women at 
His sepulchre — " stood by them in white apparel ; which 
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also said — ^Ye men of Gralilee ! why stand ye gazing up 
into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from 
you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have 
seen Him go into heaven." Not that the disciples had 
witnessed the crowning triumph of His ascension — the 
entrance ministered unto Him abundantly into His ever- 
lasting kingdom : that was the distinguished privilege of 
exulting angels and glorified spirits. As Jesus neared 
the celestial city. Inspiration says — ^that a shout was heard 
by myriad angels within, coming from myriad angels with- 
out : — " Lift up your heads, O ye gates ! and be ye lift 
up, ye everlasting doors ! and the King of Glory shall 
come in.*' And as He entered, and took possession of 
His throne, 

" Heaven rung 
With jubilee, and loud hosannahs filled 
The eternal regions." 

Thus, from the time of His first recorded appearance 
in Eden, until He finally " sat down on the right hand of 
the Majesty on high," these exalted beings proved them- 
selves to be the constant and untiring servants of the 
Lord Jesus. Yea, such are they now. And " when He 
shall appear the second time without sin imto salvation,'* 
" He shall come in His own glory, and in His Father's, 
and of the holy angels." " Even so, come. Lord Jesus l" 
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BENEFICENT AGENTS. 

" How oft do they their silver bowers leave. 
To come to sacconr ns that sncconr want 1 
How oft do they with golden pinions cleave 
The flitting skies, like flying pursuivant, 
Against foul fiends to aid us militant 1 
They for us fight, they watch and duly ward. 

And round about us their bright squadrons plant. 
And all for love, and nothing for reward : 
Oh, why should heavenly God to men have such regard 1 ** 

The designs of Providence are so ** dark and intri- 
cate," that human wisdom, however powerful and culti- 
vated, is utterly bewildered whenever it presumes to 
scrutinize or understand them. Yet they are as just in 
themselves as they are perplexing to us; and though 
they seem like chaos of old — nothing but derangement 
and contradiction, they are perfect in their order and 
adaptation, demonstrating the being and exceUencies of 
an all-presiding Deity. In actualizing them, He sometimes 
works immediately, or by Himself, independent of all 
agents and instrumentalities; but generaUy mediately, 
that is — by second causes, both naturally and voluntary. 
And there is nothing detrimental to Him in adopting this 
latter mode of action. Nay, He is more glorious in 

ii 
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preparing and commanding certain means to effect certain 
things, than in causing the things to exist without 
means ; because, while there may not be a greater display 
of His power, there is assuredly a richer manifestation of 
His goodness as it relates to the mutual benevolence and 
happiness of His creatures. Moreover, whatever is ac- 
complished for God, is done by the wisdom and power 
which He alone has given, and, consequently. He is the 
prime cause of it Himself. There is, therefore, as much 
of God in an effect produced by second causes, as there 
is in an effect produced without them ; and, accordingly. 
He generally uses them. He constrains all things — not 
only those which are directly favourable, but those which 
are in themselves really antagonistic — to advance " the 
good of His chosen." Hence the beauty and force of 
that inspired saying : — " Fire and hail, snow and 
vapours, and stormy winds, fulfil His word." No blast 
can sweep wrong, no event be mistimed, no result disas- 
trous to them. Every discomfort proves but the setting 
of some luminous gem of pleasure, and every hardship 
but the metallic rim which holds the opal, flashing with 
strange interior light. Even adversity and pain, when 
sanctified, are positive benedictions. "Why should I 
murmur?" asked Henry Martin, in his last illness; 
" weakness, peril, and suffering, are but the ministering 
angels whose office it is to conduct me to glory." So, 
too, if our hearts were purer, and our vision clearer, we 
should discern angel-forms in everything I 
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It is likewise most sweetly true — that there are loved 
ones on earth who are divinely prompted to act an angel's 
part to those who move in their immediate circle. Men 
are often led away from the City of Destruction, like as 
Lot was led away from Sodom. A hand, tiny and soft, 
is put into theirs, and they are so drawn by it toward 
a calm, bright land, that they look no more backward ; 
and the hand is that of a little child — their own angel- 
child. A mild, kind sister, also moves in anxious 
ministry about a self-willed and erring brother, if haply 
she may prevent him sinking in the vortex of ruin and 
death, and their home become again a miniature heaven, 
and its circle united as the spirits of the blessed. She 
perseveres, until another jewel is snatched from the hands 
of Satan to adorn the crown of Jesus, and earth is found 
to contain another angel. Or the angel appears in the 
guise of a wife, who twines her mysterious self, like a 
green and flowery wreath, around her husband, guarding 
his happiness with a most sedulous care, and doing all 
she can to lighten the manifold burdens of his daily life ; 
or in that of a true friend, who, imitating Him " who 
went about doing good,'* writes his name in deeds of 
mercy and love on the hearts of multitudes : here wiping 

the tear as it courses down the pale cheek of grief, and 

• 

there hushing into holy calm the sinful frettings of some 
chastened spirit; here sorrowing with others, like the 
God-Man at Bethany, because some precious hearth-light 
has been quenched in darkness, and there rejoicing with 

L 2 
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them whose cup overlips with celestial gladness; and 
everywhere thoughtful, unselfish, and compassionate; 
carrying a pharm about him which all know but none can 
describe, and showing how nearly earth can be made to 
resemble heaven, albeit sin is yet in it, and the Usurper 
still reigns over it. 

** Yes 1 earth has angels, though their forms are moulded 
But of sach clay as fashions all below ; 
Though harps are wanting, and bright pinions folded. 
We know them by the love-light on their brow. 



(( 



We have seen angels by the sick one's pillow ; 

Theirs was the soft tone and the soundless tread ; 
"When smitten hearts were drooping like the willow. 

They stood between the living and the dead. 

There have been angels in the gloomy prison ; 

In crowded halls ; by the lone widow's hearth ; 
And where they passed, the fidlen have uprisen. 

The giddy paused, the mourner's hope had birth. 



»» 



Their ministration, however, while never so consider- 
ate, and gentle, and efficacious, no more excludes that of 
others, than the light of the moon and stars excludes that 
of the orb of day. It is a great principle in the divine 
administration, — as momentous and binding as God 
Himself can make it, — that one class of beings shall 
render service to another, and thereby every grade of 
spirit throughout the universe be enabled to rise to the 
lofLiest height of existence. Hence, from that glory in 
which they are insphered. He sends forth His angds 
without any abdication of their dignity, or abandoimieai 
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of their bliss, " to minister for them who shaU be heirs 
of salvation." There is a beautiful propriety, too, in this 
arrangement. It was simply right that angelic and un- 
fallen creatures should be engaged in repairing those 
countless evils which their fallen, guilty brethren have 
inflicted on our race, and by which they have marred 
and cursed a once pure and happy world. Accordingly, 
they come in to perfect the stupendous machinery of 
providence, and evince how weU adapted it is to glorify 
God and benefit mankind. 

Many extravagant hypotheses have been propounded 
regarding their agency. Some say — that it is unlimited 
and absolute, forgetting that, from the highest to the 
lowest, they are but instruments in God's hands, and, 
consequently, can do nothing but in subordination and 
subserviency to Him ; while others rush to the opposite 
extreme, and maintain — that even the instincts of the 
brute creation are subject to their control, as well as to 
that of evil spirits, — the former producing their affection, 
and the latter their ferocity ; and they argue — that it is 
only upon this principle the mixed and opposing natures 
of some animals can be satisfactorily explained. All such 
speculations are egregious trifling. The angels render 
their gracious and indispensable ofSces only to rational 
and immortal beings, whether dwelling upon earth, or 
inhabiting the worlds rolling in infinite space. *' Babes 
and sucklings," says Manton, " have their angels." Keble 
ascribes "the first soft smile" of a sleeping infant to 
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their presence, and, in his own poetic manner, represents 
it as a "gleam" from "heaven's deep sea" of love. 
Indeed, it is to their tender and unceasing care that so 
many children are preserved from perils as countless as 
the sources whence they spring. "The angels," says 
Bengel, "take care of the little ones both in soul and 
body ; and so much the more the less they are able to 
protect themselves." But do they minister to unholy 
men too P Some think they do, and quote Inspiration as 
their authority for so doing. Angels, say they — and that 
truly — have the charge of whole chivches ; and as false 
professors have place therein as weU as true saints, they 
roust have charge of both alike. The evil and good, 
moreover, partook of the manna which was provided in 
the wilderness by the ministry of angels ; and whoever— 
ungodly or godly — ^first stepped into Bethesda, when tlie 
angel troubled its waters, " was made whole of whatso- 
ever disease he had." The cases, also, of Ishmael the 
outcast, of Balaam the sorcerer, of Darius the idolater, 
and of many others, have been reckoned by them as 
infallible confirmations of their belief. They likewise 
maintain — that ^^s Deity works ordinarily by angels, as 
the instruments of His providence, they must necessarily 
be the conveyers of His common blessings to all indiscri- 
minately. Now, it is unquestionable — that tbe divine 
goodness diffuses itself over all the divine works : the 
sun rises on the evil and the good, and the rain descends 
on tbe just and on the unjust. And the divine mercy is 
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such — that wicked men are often preserved from immi- 
nent dangers, and signal blessing are often vouchsafed 
to them. It must, however, be borne in mind— that 
though these things come through the medium of angels, 
their ministration to such persons must assume a very 
general character, like the providence with which they are 
associated ; while to " the inheritors of the promises " it 
is special, and constant, and benedictive. Yea, it is 
to them, and them only, that God has pledged their 
abiding presence and mighty intervention. This fact has. 
induced many to believe — ^that, by virtue of their obedi- 
ence to Him, they cannot bear the least respect to His 
enemies ; neither, because of their own purity, can they 
associate in anywise with sin-defiled creatures. If St. 
Paul's question be received as it appears in our transla- 
tion, an important point is set at rest for ever. " Are 
they not all ministering spirits," he asks, " sent forth to 
minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation ? " As 
if he had said : — '' The Lord of angels commands them 
to take special care of those, who, though they are sinners 
now, will yet be transformed into saints ; for they are 
chosen vessels unto Him." But some prefer a rendering 
which leads at once to the conclusion — that the Apostle 
spoke only of those who were then in possession of salvation 
in all its enjoyments and prerogatives, and who, moreover, 
as " heirs of God " were assured of realizing it in all its 
eternal fulness and blessedness. Be this as it may : one 
thing is indisputable — all the hosts of heaven are at 
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perfect peace with the friends of God. ** The death of 
Christy" as Chamock well obsenres, ''has established a 
good correspondence between both parties. The Monarch 
being reconciled, the two states of men and angels re- 
assume a mutual commerce." Hence St. Paul uses the 
present participle, and speaks of them as ever being 
" sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of 
salvation." This is their normal work and regular duty 
through all the periods of time. 

The bereaved often fancy — that their glorified Mends 
are permitted to assume the office ot ministering angeb 
to them while they sojourn on earth. Nor are they alone 
in this fond imagination. Certain Heaven-gifted poets 
have invested it with all the witchery which noble con- 
ception and impassioned language can furnish, and emi- 
nent theologians have set it as a gem in many an eloquent 
sermon and goodly volume. Samuel's visit to Saul, the 
spirit passing before Eliphaz, the appearance of Moses 
and Elias on the Mount of Transfiguration, and those 
celebrated, thrilling words : — " Seeing we also are com* 
passed about with so great a cloud of witnesses," are 
advanced and urged as decided proofs of its actuality." 
One has said : — " The Scriptures not only permit, but 
countenance the pleasing belief that our departed Mends 
are with us in our holiest, happiest moments ; when we 
pray most fervently, and struggle most manfully, and 
walk most wisely ; when earth is most like heaven ; when 
celestial influences, gently stealing over us, fill our soub 
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with unwonted gladness, and bear our affections upward, 
as if on unseen pinions, toward our home on high." 
This is strong language ; but it has been exceeded by 
that of another, who aflSrms : — " There is no reason in 
the Bible for believing that those beings therein denomi- 
nated angels, are anything more than some of ' the spirits 
of just men made perfect,' whom God has chosen to 
carry out His purposes to their brethren who are yet 
absent from Him." We cannot accept either of these 
statements. To our minds they appear well-nigh as 
erroneous as the notion of the ancients, who thought that 
the spirits of the dead lingered about their bodies until 
the mom of the resurrection ; and, for this reason, pro- 
hibited the kindling of any light in a burying-ground, 
lest they should be disturbed. No : disembodied souls 
are never found, Gadarene-like, among tombs ; nor yet in 
the homes, nor around the persons of the living. The 
moment they are emancipated they cease all kind of 
action upon earth. They "fly away," to "be at rest." 
For this cause Solomon avers : — " The dead have no 
portion in anything that is done under the sun ; " and 
David thus comforts himself respecting his departed 
child : — " I shall go to him, but he shall not return to 
me." Still more decisive, if possible, are certain utter- 
ances in the New Testament. Take, for example, that of 
St. Paul to the Corinthians : — " We are confident, I say, 
and wiUing rather to be absent from the body, and to be 
present with the Lord ; " or that to the Philippians : — 
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" I am in a strait betwixt two, having a desire to depart, 
and to be with Christ ; which is far better.*' The Seer 
of the Apocalypse crowns the whole. Speaking of "a 
great multitude " which he beheld " standing before the 
throne and before the Lamb," he says : — " These are they 
which came out of great tribulation, and have washed 
their robes, and made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb. Therefore are they before the throne of God, and 
serve Him day and night in His temple : and He that 
sitteth on the throne shall dwell among them." The 
employment, then, of the holy dead is of an infinitely 
higher and happier nature than that of ministering to 
friends on earth. Admitted — that the very thought of 
their so doing soothes the dreadful sense of bereavement, 
and seems to lessen the mighty void between us and 
them ; yet, who that thinks calmly and feels rightly con- 
cerning them, would drag them from their Savioui's 
smile to renew their acquaintance and contact with the 
sin and sorrow of this vale of tears ? If any would, they 
cannot ; for " between us and them there is a great gulf 
fixed," which none can pass over. Blessed persuasion ! 
" all live unto God ; '* therefore all are " continually with 
Him ; " while He " sends forth " agents from His throne, 
better fitted than they are, to serve us, until we also bask 
in the sunshine of His presence, and know neither want, 
nor fear, nor foe. 

In olden times their services were multitudinous and 
varied. Nor have they abated one whit since ; for, 
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although we cannot perceive them, it is an infallible 
principle of Scripture interpretation — that their present 
engagements must be substantially what they were 
then. 

That they are concerned in all parts of the world as 
the agents of Divine Providence, is sufficiently proved by 
two of the prophets. " I saw by night," says Zechariah, 
" and, behold 1 a Man riding upon a red horse, and He 
stood among the myrtle-trees that were in the bottom ; 
and behind Him were red horses, speckled and white.'* 
All biblical critics agree — that this ** Man " was " the 
Angel of the Covenant," " the great God and our Saviour 
Jesus Christ ; " and the " red horses, speckled and white," 
or horsemen "behind Him," were hosts of attendant 
angels, eager to do His bidding and execute His designs. 
The Seer, startled and awed by their appearance, asks 
their illustrious Leader : — " O my Lord ! what are these ? 
And the Man answered and said — These are they whom 
the Lord hath sent to walk to and fro through the earth." 
And to confirm His statement, they immediately re- 
joined : — " We have walked to and fro through the eartl, 
and, behold I all the earth sitteth still, and is at rest." 
This is equal to saying : — " We have repeatedly swept the 
whole of this orb, not as idle spectators, but that, by our 
intervenient action, we might overturn the work of * the 
rulers of the darkness of this world,' by calming all its 
tumults, righting all its wrongs, giving peace to all its 
empires, and making aU its people happy ; and we have 
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sacceeded ; for, behold 1 all the earth is tranquil and 
satisfied.** The "vision of God," with which Ezekiel 
was favoured "by the river of Chebar,** invests this 
representation of Zechariah with additional importance 
and grandeur. He tells us that he saw, in the same 
manner, emerging from the midst of a great cloud of 
fiery splendour, four angel-chiefs, or, as he afterwards 
explains, " cherubim,*' whose employments, according to 
their number, were in the four quarters of the world. 
They had "hands** for work; and these were placed 
" under their wings,** to intimate their preparedness for, 
and celerity in, action ; hence the " wheels," or subordi- 
nate instrumentalities with which they accomplished their 
purpose, revolved with amazing rapidity. They likewise 
possessed an abundance of life, — the most obvious token 
of a never-ceasing activity, which was controlled by an 
intelligence eminently befitting it. But they acted im- 
mediately under the directive influence of the Spirit of 
Grod ; for " whithersoever the Spirit was to go, thither 
was their spirit to go." No loftier or sweeter view of 
the agency and method of Divine Providence " through 
the earth,*' can possibly be imagined than this. All 
events are everywhere brought about, not by blind chance, 
nor merely by the force of natural causes, but by superior 
powers, influenced and governed by Him who ** is too 
wise to err, and too good to be unkind." 

They also crowd every sacred edifice. This fact was 
shadowed forth with peculiar beauty and impressiveness 
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in the olden church. The cartains of the tabernacle, and 
afterwards of the temple, which were dyed in the most 
brilliant colours, and joined together by clasps of gold, 
were finely embroidered all over with angels; so that 
wherever the eye of the ancient worshipper directed 
itself, he was reminded of their presence. And we must 
never lose sight of the same reality. "Churches and 
oratories," says Jeremy Taylor, " are regions and courts 
of angels;" and Chrysostom observes: — " They are the 
image and representation of heaven itself." In keeping 
with these opinions, and confirmatory of them, St. Paul 
speaks of '^ principalities and powers in heavenly places ; " 
referring, doubtless, to the presence of some of the first 
classes of angels in the churches, which he designates — 
** heavenly places," because they are so heaven-like, as 
Chrysostom has it. The strictest decorum, therefore, 
should prevail in them. " For this cause," writes the 
same Apostle to the Corinthians, *' the woman ought to 
have power over her head, because of the angels ; " that 
is — in deference to their presence " in the solemn assem- 
bly," she must cover or veil her head, even as they are 
said to cover or veil their faces with their wings when in 
the immediate presence of Jehovah. The Preacher, like- 
wise, for the same reason, thus counselled those of his 
own day : — " Let not thine heart be hasty to utter any- 
thing before God ; neither say thou before the angel that 
it was an error." Their presence, however, in the vari- 
ous temples of grace is not simply intended to produce 
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awe in the souls of the assembled worshippers, but 
principally to help them in their religions exercises. 
This, indeed, was the prime teaching of the curtains in 
the Jewish sanctuaries. Accordingly, their ministry 
therein was represented as well as their actual presence. 
Their posture was one of unceasing motion, apparently 
ascending to heaven with the prayers of the congregation, 
and descending again to earth with blessings from God in 
answer to them. Oh, what an exciting and gratifying 
assurance is this ; — Every kind of request, every sigh of 
penitence, every exclaim of faith and hope, is borne on 
golden pinions to the throne, and there emblazoned in all 
the vivid colourings of angelic love 1 Nay, the very 
faintest aspiration after good, the very weakest desire for 
God, is recorded by them with pencils dipped in sun- 
beams, and a rapture only exceeded by that of Deity 
Himself! Nor this only. They bring vials full of 
incense with them from the skies, and unite their rich 
and faultless adorations with our poor and faulty devo- 
tions ; so that we have often been conscious of a warm 
spiritual association, which has imparted a surprising 
fervency to our Liturgy, and an unspeakably serene and 
happy feeling to our hearts. We then worshipped God 
" in the beauties of holiness ; " and as " the excellent 
glory " waved before the vision of our faith, eagerly did 
we adopt the language of Jacob : — " How dreadful is this 
place 1 this is none other than the house of God, and this 
is the gate of heaven ! " or the exclaim of Peter : — ** Master, 
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it is good for us to be here I" But while they, in sub- 
serviency to the Holy Spirit, thus assist us in our ap- 
proaches to the living God, and thereby become " helpers 
of our joy," they do not mediate for us with Him. 
Gabriel himself — albeit he could say, " I stand in the 
presence of God '* — does not, because he cannot, perform 
such a service. A proper and successful mediator must 
be both man and God : man — that sin, which has made 
a terrible chasm between our Father and us, might be 
atoned for in the same nature in which it was committed ; 
and God — that an infinite efficacy and value might be 
given to the atonement itself. This Jesus is. He mys- 
teriously united in Himself our nature and that of Deity ; 
and in that complex nature He died — " the just for the 
unjust," and now '' He ever liveth to make intercession 
for us." Wherefore " there is one Mediator between God 
and men — the Man Christ Jesus;" and no angel, though 
mighty and glorious beyond all possible conception, is 
Able, even for one moment, to take His place, and sustain 
His office. Neither are any called to preach the Gt)8pel 
to us. When Philip was destined to unfold its precious 
truths to the chancellor of Ethiopia, " the angel of the 
Lord spake unto him, saying — Arise, and go toward the 

• 

south, unto the way that goeth down from Jerusalem to 
Gaza, which is desert ;" and when Cornelius prayed that 
it might be expounded fully to him, that his life might 
" adorn the doctrine of God his Saviour in all things," 
"an angel of God came in unto him, saying — Send men 
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to Joppa, ^nd call for one Simon, wbose Bumame is 
Peter : he lodgeth with one Simon, a tanner, whose 
house is by the seaside: he shall tell thee what thou 
oaghtest to do." These instances show that, while 
angels have given special directions coDceming the 
Gospel, the honour of declaring it has hitherto been 
restricted to those who feel their absolute need of that 
salvation on which they discourse, and are practically 
able to sympathize with their hearers in all their diversi- 
fied sorrows and temptations. What angels may be 
permitted to do in the future, is for the providence of 
Grod to determine ; but one of the golden visions in the 
Apocalyse is that of " an angel flying in the midst of 
heaven, having the everlasting Gospel to preach unto 
them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and 
kindred, and tongue, and people." Meanwhile, th^ 
listen to every declaration of it in the churches with 
intensifying wonder and delight ; and, in all its saving 
and hallowing achievements, behold fresh manifestations 
of the sublime, yet long-hidden, purpose of divine love. 

But they do not confine themselves to places univer- 
sally recognised as holy ; for, wherever a believer is found, 
— whether in gorgeous palace, or humble cottuge, — in 
cold dungeon, or happy home, — in sufPering chamber, or 
crowded street, — on restless ocean, or gloomy desert, — 
there they throng to bless him. Some, however, will 
have it that God allots two angels to one person, — one 
to guard and comfort him, the other to tempt and vex 
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him. This was Plato's idea. He says : — " Every indi- 
vidual is attended by a good and evil genius;" and the 
Pontificians borrowed it from him. But as " God cannot 
be tempted with evil, so neither can He tempt any man," 
nor appoint or allow any instrument of His to do so. 
Others, again, assert — that He assigns a particular ange 
to each saint. This, indeed, was the current notion of 
ancient times. The Jewish Eabbins taught that Adam's 
guardian-angel was called — Eaziel, Abraham's — Zachiel, 
Isaac's — Kaphael, Jacob's — Peniel, and Moses' — Metra* 
tion. Nor was this notion less popular in apostolic 
times. Hence, when Peter was announced at the gate of 
the house in which his fellow-disciples were praying for 
him, they exclaimed : — " It is his angel," or spirit, who 
waits upon him as his beneficent and faithful guardian. 
But the Scriptures do not sanction this venerable conceit. 
They certainly record the acts of particular angels on 
behalf of particular individuals 5 yet in no instance do 
they imply any special personal relationship of the one to 
the other; on the contrary, each angel is designated 
God's angel. *• My God," said Daniel to King Darius, 
" hath sent His angel, and hath shut the lions' mouths, 
that they have not hurt me ;" and when Peter had come 
to himself after his miraculous release from prison, he 
said : — ** Now I know of a surety that the Lord hath sent 
His angel, and delivered me from the hand of Herod.** 
But it may be asked : — " Is not one angel sufficient to take 
care of one believer?" Undoubtedly. Notwithstanding 
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this, the Lord of angels, because of His abundant loving- 
kindness, often gives an anny charge over even " one of 
the least " of His people 1 Two camps of angels met 
Jacob as he returned homeward from Padan-Aram. The 
Dothan mountain was ** full of horses and chariots of fire 
round about Elisha." '* Take heed," said Jesus to His 
disciples, ** that ye despise not one of these little ones ; 
for I say unto you — That in heaven their angels do always 
behold the face of My Father which is in heaven." " And 
the beggar died, and was carried by the angels into 
Abraham's bosom.*' Such is the teaching of both Testa- 
ments. Howbeit, the same angels do not minister con- 
tinually to one saint. like sentinels, they change their 
numbers, and places, and services, as circumstances 
demand : now they form an entire battalion, and then a 
limited body ; now they sweep the whole earth, and then 
exercise their mighty faculties in all heaven ; now they 
care for the body, and then enshield and animate the 
soul. But they never change their attachment : that is 
as firm and constant as it is pure and heavenly. 

As stewards, they provide for the upright in all their 
teniporal need. When the water which Abraham gave to 
Hagar was " spent in the bottle," and mother and son 
were ready to perish for thirst in the wilderness, the 
Angel-Jehovah found a plentiful supply for them, and 
thereby saved both their lives. When the Hebrews were 
journeying toward the Land of Promise, and the desert 
yielded them no food, the Lord '^ opened the doors of 



BEMEFICSNT AGENTS. 163 

heaven, and gave them the corn of heaven," prepared by 
the hands of angels. And when Elijah fled from Jezebel, 
his wants were anticipated by another of these celestial 
beings. " And as he lay and slept under a juniper tree, 
behold ! then an angel touched him, and said unto him — 
Arise and eat. And he looked, and, behold 1 there was a 
cake baken on the coals, and a cruse of water at his head. 
And he arose, and did eat and drink, and went in the 
strength of that meat forty days and forty nights, unto 
Horeb, the Mount of God." These are, confessedly, 
extraordinary examples of angeUc catering ; but may 
they not also do the- same thing in an ordinary way ? 
The heirs of heaven are ever and anon in great straits for 
lack of bread and other necessaries of life ; still, in some 
marvellous way they are generally provided for. Chris- 
tian experience teems with striking evidences of this fact. 
If angels, in this dispensation, have not been seen openiog 
the eyes of the thirsty to discover water, or bringing 
manna from the skies to the hungry, or preparing a meal 
for an exhausted saint, they have, nevertheless, as Grod's 
instruments, mysteriously and variously prompted the 
affluent to show similar kindnesses to those requiring 
them. Accordingly, they now as truly, though perhaps 
not often so directly, provide food for the needy members 
of ** the household of faith " as in Bible ages. That God 
does sometimes permit the good to suffer with the evil 
during a time of famine, and even to die for want of 
bread in some cases, does not even weaken this state- 
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ment. The same calamities occurred in remote antiquitj 
when angels were frequently visible among men, minister- 
ing to their outward necessities. Besides, now, as then, 
God may order His angels to desist for awhile supplying 
relief to the body, that He might, through want, disci- 
pline and purify the soul, and beget in it a simpler, yet 
firmer trust in Him. But such occasions are compara- 
tiyely rare. Hence David* s averment : — " I have been 
young, but now am old ; yet have I not seen the right- 
eous forsaken, nor his seed begging bread.*' The certain 
presence of invisible beings, and personal unfaltenng 
confidence in God, are assigned by him, in the thirty- 
fourth psalm, as prime reasons for this circumstance. 
" The angel of the Lord,*' he says, " encampeth round 
about them that fear Him, and delivereth them;" and 
then he breaks forth : — " O taste and see that the Lord is 
good : blessed is the man that trusteth in Him. O fear 
the Lord, ye His saints ; for there is no want to them 
that fear Him. The young lions do lack and suffer 
hunger ; but they that seek the Lord shall not want any 
good thing." 

Angels are also employed in opening our providential 
way for us, and guiding us in it. " The Lord God of 
heaven shall send His angel before thee,*' was the in- 
spiriting utterance of Abraham to Eliezer, whom he sent 
to Mesopotamia, on a mission alike difficult and 
hazardous. The several issues, notwithstanding, con- 
firmed its truthfulness; for as quickly as the servant 
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travelled, so quickly was everything arranged for him. 
This, however, did not move him to slacken his own per- 
sonal effort. Being faithful, discreet, and persevering, 
he did his best ; but he did not arrogate the least praise 
to himself. Although there is no express information 
touching any one act the angel performed, twice did 
Eliezer gratefully acknowledge — that it was exclusively 
because God had fulfilled His promise by angelic inter- 
vention, his errand had proved so signally fortunate on 
behalf of his master's house. Not less interesting is 
the case of Moses. " Mine angel," said God to him, 
" shall go before thee ; '* and the Sacred Chronicles affirm 
— that "the angel of God went before the camp." 
Otherwise, decisive and fearless as Moses was, he would 
never have possessed resolution and daring sufficient to 
lead Israel ; neither would the people have been inclined 
to follow. But even supposing the opposite in both 
instances, then nothing but a complete failure would have 
resulted from the attempt, inasmuch as the difficulties 
lying in their way, were such as an angel only could 
remove. This he did for them ; and, consequently, they 
at last took possession of that " delightsome land,'* and 
rejoiced in its rich and abundant fulness. These prin- 
ciples of thought apply to us. Our way in life has often 
been obstructed and hedged in by barriers as many and 
great as those which rose toweringly before Israel. To 
advance was utterly impossible ; and to remain where we 
then were — agony. Yet, " in an hour when we looked 
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not for it/* a change took place. Our path was not only 
cleared, but made straight, and even, and pleasant. The 
" thick darkness *' melted away before the sunlight of a 
Father's smile, and our hearts gushed over with joy and 
thankfulness. This unexpected alteration was no mere 
casualty; and surely there was something more than 
human in it. An angel of God went before us, too, and 
with hands unseen by the gross eye of flesh, mysteriously 
removed every impediment from before us ; and then, by 
the same means, led us on, until our earthly course was 
crowned with success and happiness. 

These mighty creatures likewise ward from us *'all 
manner of sickness, and all manner of disease.'* This, 
indeed, is the secret of continued health. So tender are 
the filaments on which this fabric hangs, and so numerous 
are the doors that lead to the grave, that, while something 
is attributable to individual carefulness, its prolongation 
can only be accounted for in this way. God has ap- 
pointed His angels to guard it with the most sedulous 
care ; therefore, as eagerly as Satan, by his emissaries, 
would burden and overwhelm us, as he did Job, with 
divers maladies, they frustrate his pitiless intent, and 
keep us from bodily harm. They, moreover, control the 
elements of nature, and all corporeal things, both ani- 
mate and inanimate, lest they should hurt or destroy us. 
As all-comprehending as precious are the words: — 
" There shall no evil befal thee, neither shall any plague 
come nip^h thy dwellinec : for He shall give His angds 
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charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways. They 
shall bear thee up in their hands, lest thou dash thy foot 
against a stone." Still, with all this exceeding care, 
believers are often found in a suffering plight, sometimes 
far more severe than that of unbelievers. Have the 
angels then forsaken them P or are they careless, o)r 
impotent, at such times ? Neither ; for the greater the 
necessity, the more they crowd around them, and the 
more do they feel and strive for them. Does the fault, then, 
rest with God ? " Hath He forgotten to be gracious P '* or, 
" dotl^ His promise fail for evermore ? " No, emphatic- 
ally — no ! All such promises run with this tacit reserva- 
tion and condition : — Provided that, in His infinite 
wisdom, and for reasons best known to Himself, God does 
not judge the contrary more conducive to His own glory 
and our good. Afflictions, therefore, do not light upon 
us for any lack of angel service, nor yet of divine faith- 
fulness and love ; but because our spiritual condition 
necessitates their chastening, humbling, sanctifying influ- 
ence. "Whatever comes, our angel companions will gra- 
ciously and thoughtfully tend us. They will either heal 
us of our diseases when all human means have proved 
ineffectual, or direct us to those remedies with whose 
nature and virtue they are thoroughly acquainted. But 
should the great Disciplinarian purpose otherwise, they 
will enable us to bear all without repining. Their power 
and disposition were amply tested at the pool of Beth- 
esda ; and this is still their function and pleasure. 
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Nor is this the only protection and help they can 
render us. From the temptation until now, the saints of 
God have been environed with peril as multifold as it was 
threatening: and had it not been for them, its victims 
would have outnumbered the stars of heaven and the 
sands of ocean. Lot had perished in the fiery tempest 
which destroyed " the Cities of the Plain ; " Jacob had 
fallen by the sword of Esau and his ''four hundred 
men ; " Joseph had died of want in '* the pit in the 
wilderness ; " David had been slain by the javelin of 
Saul, when the evil spirit came upon him ; Elisha had 
been taken by the king of Syria and his hostile bands ; 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego had been consumed 
to ashes in the burning furnace ; Daniel had been de- 
voured by the ferocious, hungry lions ; and Peter, James, 
and John, and the rest of the apostles, had been mar- 
tyred long before their great work was afccomplished. To 
what a host of perils was St. Paul exposed ! He thus 
enumerates them : — " Of the Jews five times received I 
forty stripes, save one. Thrice was I beaten with rods, 
once was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night 
and a day I have been in the deep ; in joumeyings oft^, 
in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils of mine 
own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils in the 
city, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren ; 
in weariness and painfulness, in watchings often, in hun- 
ger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness." 
And yet, when referring afterwards to these " persecu- 
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tions and afflictions," he said to Timotliy : — " Out of 
them all the Lord delivered me;" and he might well 
have added — by the ministry of His angels; for they 
invariably stood by him, though, perhaps, not discemable, 
as on the deck of the ship " driven up and down in 
Adria.'* Were we found in such imminent and palpable 
danger, we should, doubtless, experience the same deliver- 
ance. But we seldom or never are. Howbeit, " we are 
in jeopardy every hour : " and yet we may walk boldly 
by the precipice, and the serpent, and the thorn ; for 
" the dear angels," as Luther calls them, walk on either 
side of us, with folded wings, eager watch, and strong 
hands. 

But it is when the strife rages between us and evil 
spirits, that they put forth their whole strength for our 
defence and safety. The necessity for this is most impe- 
rative. Our adversaries possess vast intellectual capacity, 
diabolical subtilty, inveterate malignity, and remorseless 
cruelty. They are marshalled and directed by the mas- 
ter-will of Satan ; and the stage whereon they exert all 
their skill and energy is the soul, — the most God-like 
reality in the boundless universe. To ruin it, and thereby 
effectually shade the divine glory, they have bound them- 
selves in a sacrament of fire I They try hard to infuse 
into it every evil diametrically opposed to the law of 
holiness, and the teaching and spirit of Jesus. To the 
liar, they suggest some new and more plausible fabrica- 
tion ; to the swearer, some stronger oath ; to the infidel, 



" Like a flood," they come in upon as, and 1 
" fiery darts " at us with all the fiiry of demo: 
danger, therefore, is passing great ; and we su 
" the whole armour of God " upon us. Yet, t 
accoutred and piepBied, " we are not sufficient 
sekeB " to cope with such formidable enemies, 
the Btroogest and wisest saints have fallen befc 
They betrayed Abraham into equivocation and fi 
David into indirect murder, and Peter into the 
Christ. Oh, the dangers of the material w< 
earthquakes, pestilences, cataracts, and fires, and 
the social world — its deceptions, hollownesses, at 
cutione, — are not to be compared for a monien 
dangers which emanate from these desperate eo 
evil which surronnd us on every side! Inspiring 
myriads of good angels, possessing vaster ii 
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warrior-band, so the sound of their footsteps would be to 
us an assurance of a like glorious result. Neither *' prin- 
cipalities, nor powers" shall be "able to separate us 
from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord." 
Further : just as evil angels suggest evil thoughts to 
our minds, and aim to darken and trouble our under- 
standings, and inflame our passions to do that which is 
morally hurtful to us and highly displeasing to God, 
these better spirits not only strive to foil them in their 
attempt, but they promote in us all devout tendencies, 
aiding us to live the life of heaven even while we dwell 
upon earth. They counteract the mind and will of Satan, 
by revealing to us the mind and will of God. This, 
indeed, has been their employ " from the beginning," as 
in the instance of Hagar, and Abraham, and Manoah, and 
Daniel, and Zecharias, and Mary, and numberless others ; 
and the last writer of the Bible says — that " the revela- 
tion of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto him, to show 
unto His servants things which must shortly come to 
pass," was "sent and signified by His angel." ffow 
they perform the same work now, it is impossible to 
determine. But our ignorance of the mode does not 
negative the fact. Thoughts enter the human soul, 
whose existence cannot be accounted for on any of the 
known laws of mental suggestion. No one can explain 
how hellish spirits, by making use of our indwelling 
depravity, prompt us to evil ; no, not even those over 
whom they exercise a complete and terrible sovereignty* 
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Yet their iiifiuenoe is, alas 1 so manifest and niinous, that 
few, if any, are bold enough to question it. Why, then, 
should the sweet and holy influence of heavenly spirits 
"be thought a thing incredible?'* and why should the 
saints of God be required to distinguish between the 
motions of their own minds and those of angelic opera- 
tion? Angelic operation is to be found among the 
hidden springs of the soul's activities, rather than in any 
of its outward manifestations. *'We that are in this 
tabernacle*' communicate with the world about us 
through our bodily senses ; but our souls — ^which are our 
true selves — possess senses capable of most refined com- 
munication ; and it is, doubtless, through these, in some 
mystic and unexplainable way, that the higher intelli- 
gencies hold fellowship with us, and convey God's mind 
and purpose to us. They must, therefore, be the authors 
of those inner motions which are in no wise associated 
with the outer world, — of those thoughts which suddenly 
dart into the mind, and which, while having no kind of 
antecedent connexion, have possessed two or more minds 
at one time, — of those strange forebodings of approaching 
trial, of which, at first, there was no visible appearance, 
— of those presentiments of death in the case of men not 
at all inclined to sombre feeling, — and of those gentle 
yet mighty influences which have transformed naturally 
irksome and repugnant duties into easy and pleasant 
exercises, and clothed unsightly things in robes of ethereal 
beauty! Indeed, so great is their authority over the 
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mind, that, " in the twinkling of an eye," they can touch 
all its springs, and direct all its wheels ; they can mantle 
its sky with clouds, or kindle in it a light brighter than 
the sun ; they can stir it like the sound of a trumpet, or 
hush it into the calm of heaven ! Wherefore, the Holy 
Spirit employs them, as well as the truth of the Gospel 
and " the ministry of reconciliation," as His instruments, 
in saving and sanctifying the soul. 

" So dear to Heaven 18 saintly chastity. 
That, when a soul is found sincerely so, 
A thousand liveried angels lacquey her. 
Driving far off each thing of sin and gnilt, 
And, in clear dream and solemn vision, 
Tell her of things which no gross ear can hear ; 
Till oft converse with heavenly visitants 
Begins to cast a beam upon the outward shape, — 
The unpolluted temple of the mind, 
And turn it by degrees to the soul's essence. 
Till all be made immortal 1" 

Equally wonderful, also, is their power to cheer the 
soul when depressed and enfeebled by multiplied sorrows. 
True, they know nothing practically of trouble in any 
form : they have never been called to quaff its full cup, 
or drain its bitter dregs; for these reasons they can- 
not " comfort others with the same comfort wherewith 
they themselves are comforted of God." Nevertheless 
Sacred History teems with corroborations of the fact— 
that they as certainly minister consolation to ** the heirs 
of salvation," as they do almost every other necessary 
benefaction. At the well " between Kadesh and Bered ;" 
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in the lonely tent pitched on " the plains of Mamre ;" by 
the altar of sacrifice upon "one of the mountains of 
Moriah;" on the dreary wilderness "toward Haran;" 
nigh the frowning battlements and towers of Jericho; 
" under an oak which was in Ophrah ; '* in *• the inner 
court of .the Lord's house '* at Jerusalem ; beside " the 
great river which is called Hiddekel ; '* on the l^utiful 
pasture-slopes of Bethlehem ; at the door of the sepulchre 
" wherein never man before was laid ; '* on the summit 
of the Mount of Olives ; in the house of " a centurion of 
the Italian band ;" on the surging billows of the Adrai; 
" in the isle that is called Patmos ;" nay, there is scarcely 
a desert, or mountain, or valley, or river, or ocean, or 
hamlet, or city, or prison, or house, mentioned in Scrip- 
ture, which has not been hallowed by their presence, and 
immortalized by their precious, all-animating words. 
And if the Eecord had been continued until now, the same 
facts would glow upon all its pages ; for, though we dis- 
cern neither their forms, nor hear their voices, they surely 
comfort us in all our tribulation. And this they do as 
no fellow-creature can. They know the most suitable 
comfort for us, and the fittest time to bring it unto us. 
And no barrier can keep them from us when we most 
need it; nor will any place or circumstance, however 
awfuly force them to leave us. The Gethsemane of every 
saint is full of angels, ready to comfort and strengthen 
him, as they did his prostrate Lord. Hence, we have 
frequently listened to " songs in the night," sweeter by 
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far than the music of the spheres ; and experienced an 
influence stealing over us, as if strange fingers of light 
were smoothing the rugged sadness of our spirits, and 
making even the present life, albeit crowded with mani- 
fold vexations, an exquisitely beautiful and holy thing. 
" Next to my God and Saviour," said the learned and 
devout Bishop Hall, " I shall ever place my greatest 
comfort and confidence in the angels.*' Well, indeed, 
might he say this ; for just as angels' food is the best 
food, so angels' comfort is the best comfort derivable 
from a created source. 

.Nor do they weary in any function of their office 
toward the last of human need. Bather, they increase 
their effort, and renew their zeal. In the death-hour 
their benevolence attains its highest development, and 
their arm is mightiest to succour and help. They exult 
to see the spirit yearning for its native realm, and 
struggling for its native freedom. Hence, they throng 
" the dying chamber," and constitute it a place of most 
signal manifestations. Beams from the nightless world 
stream in upon the encompassing darkness, and heaven 
and earth are brought almost into visible juncture. Tea, 
with the dying it is actually and blessedly so. Angels 
bend over them with radiant faces, as the dawning of 
bliss, and draw so near to them, that, for the first time 
they really behold their forms, hear their whispers, and 
are enravished with their smiles ; for in proportion as the 
vision and hearing of the dying become insensible to 
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terrestrial objects, they brighten and strengthen for 
contact with spiritual realities. No marvel, then, that 
they are often seen to lift their arms with unearthly 
energy, and are often heard to exclaim in ecstatic 
triumph : — " They come ! they come ! " Yes ! the sight 
is not the phantom of a reeling brain — not the picture of 
a disordered imagination, but an absolute and glorious 
certainty. "The chano:s of Israel, and the horsemen 
thereof,*' who bore linoch and Elijah to heaven, still 
attend the bed of death, to bear the enfranchised spirit 
on high, and present it faultless at the gates of the New 
Jerusalem, and lodge it safely, as they did the soul of 
Lazarus, " in Abraham's bosom." But for their guidance, 
the liberated spirit might wander for ages among the 
heights and depths of the universe, and not find its home ; 
but the angels know it intimately, and conduct their 
charge directly to it. Oh, what must be the emotion 
of the saint as they fly with him, swifter than the light, 
through the territories of " the Prince of the power of the 
air," and he looks upon the teeming wonders of infinite 
space! and what his surprise and gratitude, as, with 
songs of victory, they " enter through the gates into the 
city," and clothe him with a raiment of gold, and then 
usher him into the presence of Jesus ! Who is not ready 
to say with the poet : — 

" Life 1 take thy chance ; bat, oh, for such an end 1 " 
And such an end we shall have, if we are ** faithful unto 
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death." The white-robed army will then come for us 
and escort us to starry thrones. "And so shall we be 
ever with the Lord." 

But what of the body which is left behind? Very 
lovingly and faithfully did they tend and minister to 
it while it enshrined the soul : have they now abandoned 
it because it is sinking into corruption, or because it is of 
no present use to the spirit? Verily not. Even the 
dust of the Believer is precious in their sight ; and they 
watch over its grave as a mother over the cradle of her 
first-born, until "the day dawns, and the shadows flee 
away." When the time of resurrection arrives, and those 
words — "Come forth!" shall go down into nature's 
depths, and rise up to nature's heights, and receive a 
magnificent response, "they shall gather together the 
elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the 
other." Not an essential atom, however widely sepa- 
rated, of the holy dead, but they will then find it, and 
restore it to its proper place in " that body which shall 
be." Amazing day! The heavens, which once opened 
to receive the ascending Eedeemer, shall re-open to grant 
Him exit for the work of judgment. Seated on " a great 
white throne," He shall publicly acknowledge His saints 
before myriads of assembled angels, and give them a royal 
welcome to their everlasting home. "Then shall the 
King say unto them on His right hand — Gome, ye 
blessed of My Father ! inherit the kingdom prepared for 
you from the foundation of the world : " and then shall 

V 
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the final division be made ; *^ the angels shall come forth, 
and sever the wicked from among the just, and shall cast 
them into the furnace of fire.'* 

Thus the holy angels minister to the saints of God, 
until they ** stand before the throne ** in all the beauty 
and glory of their perfected humanity. From first to last, 
this is their supreme and exdusive intent. The im- 
portance of this high enterprise holds their wonderful 
faculties in a state of excitement which is too rigid to be 
affected by minor interests, or drawn aside by earthly 
influences. Knowing, as they well do, that " the head of 
each Believer," as Tertullian remarks, "is destinated to 
the diadem," they companion with him as the King's 
son, and cleave to him, and serve him, until he com- 
panions evermore with them. Each saint, therefore, how- 
ever lowly his position in life may now be, can justly 
adopt the language of a renowned philosopher to a friend 

as he entered his little, humble cottage : *« The gods 

are with me here I " More : pointing his finger heaven- 
ward, he can as justly add:— "And I shall soon be 
with the gods there 1 *' 



CHAPTER IX. 
AVENGERS OF JUSTICE. 

** Oh, who is he, in panoply of gold. 
Throned on that bnrning charger 1 bright his form 

Yet in its brightness awful to behold, . 
And girt with all the terrors of the storm ; 
Lightning is on his helmet's crest, and fear 
Shrinks from the splendour of his brow severe I 

" And by his side two radiant warriors stand. 
All armed, and kingly in commanding grace — 

Nay, more than kingly 1 God-like I sternly grand 1 
Their port indignant, and each dazzling face 
Beams with the beauty to immortals given. 
Magnificent in all the wrath of heaven I 
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Meecy is an essential perfection of the Deity. Hence, 
in Scripture language, He is spoken of as being " plen- 
teous in mercy," " great in mercy," and " rich in mercy." 
Dryden even affirms — that "sweet mercy" is His 
** darling attribute." And, in truth, it would appear 
so ; for, in the one hundred and thirty-sixth Psalm, 
** His mercy " is said to be the grand motive of all His 
varied goodness to man. Six-and-twenty times this 
precious fact is asserted therein ! And does not human 
experience, world-wide, most emphatically confirm itP 

TX 2 
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As a mighty river, His loving-kindness is ever flowing 
toward us. We can no more drain it« than we cau the 
divine and everlasting source whence it springs. And it 
is as free as it is exhaustless. Like the air, which pene- 
trates every dwelling independent of the status of its 
habitant, it comes to all without fee or reward. "The 
earth i%J\ill of the mercy of the Lord." 

Still, this divine perfection is uniformly regulated by 
the wisdom and purity which belong absolutely to Him, 
or it would be no definite proof of His supreme and 
eternal excellency. Consequently, "all His ways are 
judgment : a Grod of truth and without iniquity, just and 
right is He : " so that while He has special regard to the 
many claims on His pure benevolence. He does not slight, 
in the least degree, the principles of His moral govern- 
ment. In other words. He does not magnify His mercy 
at the expense of His justice. Oh, rather than do thait 
" He spared not His own Son, but freely delivered Him 
up for us all," that " mercy and truth *' might " meet 
together," and " righteousness and peace embrace each 
other ! '* The cross has so amply satisfied His justice, 
that all divine action now leans on the side of infinite 
clemency; and we cannot wonder at the notion of the 
Jews — that the angel, who is the messenger of His wrath, 
flies with one wing only ; while the angel, who is the 
messenger of His mercy, flies with two. The^one is com- 
paratively slow in executing His stem and just behests ; 
the other is swift as thought in conveying His will and 
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benefactions to men. Nevertheless, when His mercy is 
persistently rejected by the children of Satan, and 
trampled under their feet as a worthless thing, He will 
come forth and vindicate it. As the Eector of the 
universe. He must maintain the rule of an immaculate and 
consistent integrity, albeit "judgment is His strange 
word," and " He delighteth in mercy." 

Some have thought — that, in doing this. He occasion- 
ally employs the agency of evil spirits. One has said : — 
** In the administration of His mercy, it is very probable 
God makes use only of His good angels ; but in the execu- 
tion of His justice, He makes use either of good or bad. 
When prosperity, or the life, or the soul, is forfeited into 
His hands. He may employ what agents He pleases to 
take the forfeiture. Evil angels love to do evil. Possibly, 
according to the penal sanction of the natural law, — 
usually called the curse, — the devil has been the ordinary 
executioner of it. As he brought sin into the world, he 
may also inflict death, — the wages of it. Through his 
malignity to God and man, he is willing to be employed 
in spiritual judgments, or in those wherein sin is in- 
cluded, or of which it is the usual, if not necessary, con- 
sequent. In such judgments, it is most probable — that 
evil spirits only are employed." There is considerable 
pkusibility in these views, but little or no truth, inas- 
much as they are opposed to the catholic teaching of 
Inspiration on this subject. Once, indeed, mention is 
made therein of an evil spirit from the Lord, who 
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seduced Ahab to bis destniction by lying persuasioDs; 
but the occurrence itself \a involTed in so much mysteiy, 
and, withal, seems to be part of a vision, that no one 
would be justified in bringing it forward as a basis for 
such probabilities. ** Tiie Scripture/' writes an eminent 
di?ine, '* uniformly attributes the punishment of the 
ungodly to good angels, and the trial of the pious, under 
Gk>d's permission, to evil angels; — as is seen, for 
example, in the trial of Job, the temptation of Christ, 
and the buffeting of Paul by a messenger of Satan." 
The holy angels, therefore, execute aU Grod*s judg- 
ments. 

Such an arrangement, moreover, is as meet as it is 
necessary. They partake so largely of His purity, — of 
His abhorrence of sin, — and of His infinite rectitude, 
that, of all subordinate agencies, they alone are best 
qualified rightly and fully to avenge His justice. True, 
to many this office seems anything but consonant with 
their character and nature ; nay, to some who entertain 
contracted views and strong partialities, it even appears 
to involve a diminution of that perfect bliss which they 
most surely enjoy. But it is not so in either case. What- 
ever Grod commands can never be derogatory to the 
highest angel to perform ; neither can the performance of 
anything He commands lessen the happiness of one. 
Such is their unbounded confidence in the righteousness 
of all His determinations, that they instantly accomplish 
them. Even in heaven itself they sing : — " Just and true 
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are Thy ways, Thou King of Saints ! Who shall not 
fear Thee, O Lord ! and glorify Thy name P For Thou 
only art holy; Thy judgments are made manifest." And 
when the awards of the last day are sealed, and the smoke 
of torment ascends from the bottomless pit, they also will 
cry :—" Hallelujah ! *• Not that they delight in the 
execution of vengeance ; they enter too deeply into the 
compassions of Deity for thi^. Like Him, they " desire 
not the death of a sinner," but would rather that " he 
turn from his wickedness, and live." Nevertheless, when 
he will not, and the justice of God ordains his destme- 
tion, they cannot but be satisfied. Hence, they glorify 
Gk)d for the vindication of His mercy, and the rectitude 
of His justice, rather than for the terrible suffering 
inevitably occasioned thereby. 

As His ministers, they are frequently represented 
bearing the sword, — the ensign of their authority, and 
the symbol of divine justice. The cherubim, " placed at 
the east of the garden of Eden," were associated with " a 
flaming sword, which turned every way." The Angel 
who prevented Balaam irom cursing Israel, was seen 
"standing in his way, with His sword drawn in His 
hand ; " so, too, was the man-like, yet lordly Angel who 
confronted and encouraged Joshua under the walls of 
Jericho. These, and other divinely-reijorded instances, 
show — that they are the warrior-subjects of a King whose 
sovereignty is resisted, and whose will is despised ; and, 
so long as He is thus wronged and insulted, they will not 
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only bear the sword, btit wield it too, in punishing those 
who withstand Him. Nor will they return it to its 
scabbard, or change their stem and wrathful look, while 
a foe exists, or a victory remains to be won. Nay, rather 
the opposite. Luther says : — " I believe that the angels 
are all up in arms, are putting on their harness, aod 
girding their swords about them ; for the last judgment 
draws nigh, and the angels are preparing themselves for 
the combat." 

But they make use of other means, both ordinary and 
extraordinary. In the Revelation of St. John, we read 
of " the angel of the waters," and of " another angel who 
had power over fire." According to these and simihr 
representations, the angels are the conservators and 
keepers of these elements, which they, doubtless, employ 
as instruments of divine wrath. The history of the City 
of the Plain is a thrilling proof of this. For a combina- 
tion of moral and physical horror, its fate has rarely been 
paralleled. Naturally, Sodom was very beautiful, and 
rich, and fertile, "even as the garden of the Lord;" 
but, mayhap, ere its overthrow, it looked as if sin had 
never entered into the world. Beside its abundant and 
verdant pasturage, the Jordan, — pure, and swift, and 
strong, — rolled, like a stream of molten silver, through 
its lovely plains ; and, closing the scene, and investing it 
with grandeur, the blue mountains of Moab and Abarim 
rose on the north-east toward heaven. But, alas I while 
Sodom and its environs were thus enchanting, the people 
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were the vilest on " the face of the whole earth." Their 
"pride, fulness of bread, and abundance of idleness," 
along with other sins, so excessive and licentious — that 
they dare not even be " shadowed out in expression," 
cried loud and long for vengeance. And at last it came. 
Two angels, avengers of Deity, entered Sodom, as Lot 
sat in the gate at even-tide, and the sun was descending 
below the horizon. Awfully beautiful, and terribly 
majestic, were these celestial visitants ; notwithstanding, 
"the men of the city " grossly insulted them, and tried 
hard to make them partakers of their detestable follies. 
Indignant at the attempt, they smote the wretches with 
blindness, and then revealed to Lot the intent of their 
visit. "We will," said they, "destroy this place; 
because the cry of them is waxen great before the face of 
the Lord ; and the Lord hath sent us to destroy it." 
Only a night intervened. As soon as they had hastened 
Lot to Zoar, and the orb of day appeared again in the 
orient, the work of destruction began. The sky rapidly 
darkened with clouds, which lowered and spread over the 
devoted city; and, as in a moment, from their inky 
bosom, a whirlwind leaped forth, accompanied with light- 
ning-flashes which crossed and re-crossed each other in 
the horrid blackness, and followed by thunder peals in 
one loud continuous roar. The storm soon attained its 
height ; and huge drops began to fall, not of water,— for 
the rainbow had pledged the word of God to man that 
He would no more destroy the world by water, — but of 
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*' brimstone and fire/' Faster and faster did tlie angels 
rain that burning shower "out of heaven,** until the 
houses, and towers, and palaces of Sodom were wrapt in 
one sheet of flame, and its people, — burnt, scorched, 
shrieldug with agony, and imploring for mercy, — were 
dying on every side. Oh, it seemed as if hell itself were 
let loose, and the Prince of Darkness was fighting against 
them under the banner of his own element I Ere long, 
the earth opened with a groan; and with one terrible 
crash and piercing cry, the accursed city and its guilty 
people sank down into the yawning gulf; and now 
instead, there is a long stretch of silent and pestiferous 
water, presenting an appearance of complete and savage 
desolation, which is appropriately designated — " the Sea 
of Death 1 " 

Very terrible, also, were the plagues inflicted upon 
Pharaoh and the Egyptians, because of their cruel treat- 
ment of Israel. One, however, exceeded all the rest. It 
was the crowning act of divine retribution — ^the utter 
breaking down of all kingly opposition to their departure 
from " the house of bondage ; " and it was imposed by 
an angel. The poet has thus depicted it : — 
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' To your homes,' said the Leader of Israel's host, 

' Aad slaughter a sacrifice ; 
Let the life-blood be sprinkled on each door-post. 

Nor stir till the mom arise : 
And the Angel of Vengeance shall pass yon by. 
He shall see the red stain, and shall not come nigh 

Where the hope of your household lies.' 
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" The people hear, and they how them low ; 

Each to his hoase hath flown ; 
The lamh is slain, and with blood they go 

And sprinkle the lintel-stone ; 
And the doors they close when the snn hath set, 
And few in oblivion's sleep forget 

The judgments to be done. 

" 'Tis midnight ; yet they hear no sound 

Along the lone, still street; 
No blast of a pestilence sweeps the ground ; 

No tramp of unearthly feet ; 
Nor rush as of harpy-wing goes by ; 
But the calm moon floats in the cloudless sky, 

Mid her wan light clear and sweet. 

" Once only, shot like an arrowy ray, 

A pale, blue flash was seen ; 
It pass'd so swift, scarce the eye could say — 

That such a thing had been ; 
Yet the beat of every heart was still. 
And the flesh crawled fearfully and chill. 

And back flowed every vein ! 

" The courage of Israel's bravest quell'd 

At the view of that awful light; 
Though they knew that the sprinkled blood availed 

To shield them from its might, — 
They felt 'twas the Spirit of Death had pass'd. 
And the pale, blue flash was the glance he cast 

On Egypt's land that night I " 

''And Pharaoh rose up in the night, he, and all his 
seryants, and all the Egyptians ; and there was a great 
cry in Egypt ; for there was not a house where there was 
not one dead." 

It has recently been suggested — ^that although the 
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Sacred Eecord avers that '* an angel of the Lord *' smote 
the first-bom of Egypt, and sometimes mighty generals 
and their armies, all that is meant is — ^that Grod employed 
some contagion of the atmosphere, or sirocco of the 
desert, to chastise and spoil His foes. That Grod does 
subordinate these evil things to such ends is certain ; bat 
they are always in the hands of angels, who act in His 
stead, and by His special command. Accordingly, dis- 
eases and death are, in the Bible, generally attributed to 
them. A single reference will sufficiently establish this 
point. On the second day of the sports and games which 
he instituted in honour of Claudius Caesar, '* Herod 
arrayed himself in royal apparel, sat upon his throne, and 
made an oration. And the people gave a shout, saying — 
It is the voice of a god, and not a man 1 " And imme- 
diately this proud creature, albeit clothed in silver splen- 
dours, was smitten with one of the most painful and 
loathsome diseases which ever cursed humanity. But 
while the History says — ^that this disease was the cause of 
his death, it also says — that " the angel of the Lord smote 
him;" meaning — that the disease was inflicted by the 
angel. 

The same method is in operation now, though not 
associated with such a tremendous manifestation of divine 
anger. The springing of a leak in a ship, which sinks 
hundreds into a watery grave ; the breaking of a limb, 
which confines the traveller to his couch for weeks, when 
he should be pursuing his journey ; and numberless other 
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casualties of daily occurrence, called accidents, are brought 
to pass by angelic instrumentality. As it has been re- 
marked*: — " God gives them power over life ; and when 
He wishes to call one away from earth, He sends an angel 
to execute His purpose. The angel does this in a way 
that seems to us perfectly natural, and we do not there- 
fore look for the track of an angel. When a wicked man 
is removed by what is called an accident, an angel smites 
him because he gives not God the glory, and that he may 
do no more evil in the world. Like the ominous te^lKil 
upon the walls of Belshazzar's palace, the fingers which 
write, and the words which are written, are seen, but the 
one who writes stands in the shade 1 When a good man 
is removed as by accident, then an angel softly touches 
him, to call him away from some nearing evil. Even in 
cases where persons die in what is called a natural way, 
it is doubtless by an angel, who displaces some spring of 
life, and thereby sets the current of death in motion," 

Unto the angels are committed the woes of the Apoca- 
lypse. In language of unequalled grandeur, and amid 
scenes of overwhelming magnificence, they are repre- 
sented as emptying the vials of divine fury upon the 
fallen nations and wicked systems of this guilty world. 

But their final act of avengement will be displayed on 
the last great day, when " the wine of the wrath of God 
and the Lamb " will be poured out without mixture or 
measure. To the Thessalonian Christians, St. Paul de- 
scribed the sight and its issues, in the following passage : 
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— '* It is a righteous thing with God to recompense tri 
ulation to them that trouble you ; and to you who a 
troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus dhall 
revealed from heaven with His mighty angels, in flami] 
fire, taking vengeance on them that know not God, ai 
that obey not the Go^d.of our Lord Jesus Christ." 
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CHAPTER X. 

THE HIGHER FELLOWSHIP. 

"God and the world one holy family. 
The houses of the heavens and earth allied." 

OuB idea of perfect happiness on earth is naturally 
and inseparably associated with home. Nay, there is an 
unutterable sweetness even in the word itself. And 
what power it wields over usl It quickens the pulse 
into liveliest action, and stirs the soul to its very depths. 
Why is this P Because comfort, and peace, and cheerful- 
ness reign there as they do nowhere else. Hence the 
heart rests there. It is its quiet haven from the howling 
storm, — the rallying-point of its best affections, — the 
only elysian it finds upon earth. And what indeed is 
heaven itself but a home, — the home of Deity, and "just 
men made perfect," and holy, happy angels? Some, 
however, have been tempted to think — that the angels 
have no home in the sense we speak of it. The fact 
that they possess spiritual bodies, endowed with extra- 
ordinary powers of locomotion, — ^that they are constantly 
engaged in ministering to " the heirs of salvation," — and 
that they carry a whole heaven of sanctity and bliss with 
them wherever they speedy has, undoubtedly^ led to this. 
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But no inference could be more devoid of reason, or 
antagonistic to Scripture. The Maker and Lord of 
angels so pervades the infinitude of space, that the royal 
Psalmist might well ask: — "Whither shall I go firom 
Thy Spirit ? or whither shall I flee from Thy presence P 
If I ascend up into heaven, Thou art there : ii I make 
my bed in hell, Thou art there. If I take the wings of 
the morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea; 
even there shall lliy hand lead me, and Thy right hand 
hold me." And yet He has chosen " the high and hofy 
place " as the parent city of His boundless empire, and 
there set up His throne for ever. Therefore, as His 
nunisters of state, they must dwell where He dweUs, 
and serve chiefly where He reigns. Moreover, as finite 
spirits, who cannot possibly be ubiquitous as He is, they 
must be intimately related to some particular locality; 
and no locality is so perfectly suited to their illustrious 
character and state as the Salem of the skies. " I saw 
the Lord," says Micaiah, " sitting on His throne, and ail 
the hosts of heaven standing by Him on His right hand 
and on His left." With this declaration the whole 
Bible harmonizes ; so that while '' many angels *' are 
continually leaving heaven to " do His commandments " 
wherever He bids them, and specially to minister to His 
saints on earth ; and while '* all " are sometime or other 
thus engaged ; the main body reside there. This, in fine, 
is the home of cUl the angels. It is " their own habita- 
tion." Not only is it congenial to them, but they are 



TH£ HIGUSS r£LLOWSHIP. 193 

constituted for it. They breathe its pure atmosphere 
with ease and pleasure, and revel amid its burning 
splendours without fear or weariness. Yea, everything 
there freely and lastingly contributes to their ineffable 
beatitude. 

But where this delightful home is situated we cannot 
say, except that it is in some one of yon distant stars, 
— in " the third heavens," — a great central world round 
which all the orbs of creation revolve, and from which 
they receive all their material influence and glory. 

More definite information is given of its essential 
characteristics. St. John — to whom heavenly scenes 
were most familiar — describes it as a city-home, having 
foundations '* garnished with all manner of precious 
stones," twelve gates of one pearl each, walls built up 
of jasper, " clear as crystal," and " streets of pure gold, 
as it were transparent glass." But no temple — the 
crowning glory of the noblest city — rears its towering 
dome there ; " for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb 
are the temple of it." No created light beams upon it. 
Sunlight is not golden enough ; moonlight is not silvery 
enough; starlight is not soft enough; and daylight is 
not pure enough : " the Lamb is the light thereof." All 
kingly pomp, and all national greatness, are said to be 
brought into it; certainly not to increase its supernal 
excellency ; but rather to show its infinite superiority, 
and then be lost in its transcendent gloriousness. As 
the metropolis of the universe, and the palace of the 
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grreat King, it baa no compeer or livaL Creative power 
and skill have there found their veiy highest expression ; 
oonseqnently, innumerable forma of beauty and grandeur 
are manifest on every hand, immeasurably surpassing ail 
that earth contains, or the mind can imagine ! 

Yet far more important are its immunities and blessed- 
nesses. Life is there not only in all its vigour and per- 
fection, but without any fatal termination. Its denizens 
are as imperishable as the materiab of the city itself. 
Pearl, and jasper, and pure gold, are only " immortal to 
frame the abode of immortals." The ciy of death, there- 
fore, will never ring on its crystal pavement, nor the gloomy 
sepulchre rear its head among their dwellings. Joy, too, 
is there, unchecked by dread of sorrow, full to overflow- 
ing, as truly infinite in its degree as it is endless in its 
duration ; lighting up the countenance of each as if a sun 
were burning in the soul, and thus revealing the effluence 
of the treasure concealed within. Holiness, too, is there, 
free from all stain and imperilment ; '* for there shall in 
no wise enter into it anything that defileth, neither what- 
soever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie.** But 
chiefest of all, God is there ; and His unveiled presence, 
in the person of Jesus, constitutes it a region of unfading 
glory and everlasting song. Without Him, all its scenes, 
and associations and privileges, would lose their power to 
charm and satisfy. His presence in the most wretched- 
looking place would prove an unspeakable happiness* 
while His absence from the most glorious would render 
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it inconceivably miserable. This constrained Luther to 
exclaim : — " I would rather be in hell with my Gbd, than 
in heaven without Him ! " If His presence, then, can 
make hell to be more desired than heaven without it, 
what will His presence make heaven itself to beP- We 
cannot determine this inquiry now ; nay, we shall never be 
able to do so fully ; because the heaven of the divine pre- 
sence is as eternal as it is bright, and immaculate, and 
stately, and transporting, this question must alway remain 
without an adequate reply. 

Such is a very faint delineation of the angels' home. 
But it is not intended for them only. " Were 1 am," said 
Christ, " there shall also My servants be." Heaven is, 
therefore, our home too. Notwithstanding they are its 
aboriginal inhabitants, we are its destined heirs; and, 
before long, we shall take full possession of our divinely- 
promised inheritance, and mingle more freely with them 
there than they have mingled with us here. Their august 
presence will not confound us then, as it assuredly would 
now, if rendered .visible to us. Though belonging to a 
different order of beings from ourselves, and though pos- 
sessed of such high and glorious intellects, — such sinless 
and noble natures, they will not repel our approaches, or 
decline our society. In them, as in Deity, wisdom and 
majesty are sweetly combined with love and goodness ; 
hence, instead of regarding it as a degradation to asso- 
ciate with us, and retiring to their peculiar quarters, 
they will eagerly consort with us, and add to our felicity 
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in heaven as they have to our comfort on earth. More- 
over : the Eternal Word has taken upon Him our nature ; 
so that to stand aloof from us, or to slight us, would 
be to stand aloof from Him, and to slight Him, But 
this can never be; for when He "became flesh/' He 
embraced all intermediate orders in one ; He established 
a law of relationship which shall secure the union and 
harmony of all ranks of glorified natures long as the in- 
fluence of His incarnation shall last, and the crown of 
universal sovereignty flash on His sacred brow. The 
auspicious moment, then, that we are graciously privi- 
leged to enter heaven, we shall receive a most enthusiastic 
welcome from our angel brethren, and mix virith them as 
if we had known no other. Nay, we shall even find that 
our dear companions on yon sapphire floor, are the very 
angels who walked by our side in this thorny wilderness, 
and tended us until we reached our Father's house in 
peace. Accordingly, to fraternize with them there, will 
be like meeting again with old and valued friends ; and 
delightedly shall we live over again with them the life we 
lived on earth, only, however, so far as its memories of 
" goodness and mercy " are involved. 

Advantages of the most eminent and lasting kind will 
result from this association. For ever one with, an order 
of creatures so lofty, yet so pure and wise, vdll marvel- 
lously facilitate our endeavours after celestial knowledge, 
and enable us to rise perpetually higher in the scale and 
experience of a blessed immortality. While we shall be able 
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to speak to them of things with which we alone are practi- 
cally acquainted ; such, for example, as the pollution of 
sin, — the agonies of penitence, — the ecstacy of pardon, — 
the love of the forgiven, — the power of temptation, — the 
nature of our warfare, — and the blessedness of sanctifica- 
tion, that they may entertain a loftier admiration of that 
grace which can recover, and purify, and finally glorify a 
multitude of sinners so great that no man could number 
it ; they, on the other hand, will be able to speak to 
us of things which we now understand very imperfectly, 
yet respecting which we cherish a profound and growing 
interest ; such, for example, as those which relate to their 
anterior existence, — ^the apostasy of their comrades, — the 
creation of our common father, — their amazement when 
he fell, — their still greater amazement when he was re- 
deemed, especially at such a price, — their unbounded 
emotion when Christ was bom, and when He died, — 
their intense satisfaction as they made further discoveries 
in "the mystery of godliness," — and their repeated 
triumphs as they beheld the Gospel progressing among 
the nations, until a world lay as a trophy at its feet. 
These, and many other like things, will our angel com- 
panions explain to us, and thereby guide us up the higher 
steeps of sacred knowledge. Nor will this be all. This 
varied information will be conveyed to us in language 
befitting the lips of angels and the topics on which they 
discourse. But what is language ? It is the expression 
of ideas by means of words ; therefore, the more beauti- 



198 THE HieHIft FELLOWSHIP. 

ful or sublime the idea, the more chaste and significant 
should be the language which declares it. A savage — 
the lowest link between humanity and the animal — has 
but few ideas ; and these are expressed in language as 
limited in its phraseology as it is vulgar in its utterance; 
but the philosopher — the highest link between man and 
the angel — has many ideas ; and these are expressed in 
" thoughts that breathe, and words that bum.** As much 
superior, in this matter, are the celestials to the gifted 
philosopher, as he is superior to the low-thoughted savage. 
Further : while their language will prove in full keeping 
with their exalted ideas, it will also be sufficiently power- 
ful to express their peculiar emotions. It is otherwise 
with us. We cannot describe all we feel. If we essay to 
do so, our language proves itself utterly inadequate to the 
task, or our emotions are so straitened and chilled in 
their passage, that they generally fall on the listening ear 
without force or impressiveness. Not so with the angels. 
The language of heaven will completely express all they 
think and all they feel. And that language will be under- 
stood by all those to whom it is spoken. Myriads on 
myriads " of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and 
tongues," — from the prairies of the far West and the 
great rivers, — from the Andes and the isles of the Pacific, 
— from the mountains of TUbet and the cities of China, 
— from the jungles of India and the pagodas of Hin* 
dostan, — from the desert of Arabia and the sides of 
Lebanon, — and from every clime under heaven, — will be 
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there. They will have lived in diverse periods of time^ 
and lisped the name of Jesus in different tongues ; but 
St. Paul's words will then be verified : — " Whether there 
be tongues, they shall cease ; " so that the separate 
dialects of earth, which have proved far greater barriers to 
friendly intercourse than mountains and rivers — conti- 
nents and oceans — will then be merged into the one sub- 
lime language of eternity — the language spoken by the 
angels, and understood by the redeemed. Before Babel 
was attempted, " the whole earth was of one language, and 
of one speech." And as it was at the first, so shall it 
be at the last : there* shall be " one language " and *' one 
speech." For this reason we shall never tire asking the 
angels questions; and they will never tire answering 
them. Our inquiring spirits may often draw back, sea- 
like, into their own depths, to urge other and still more 
interesting queries ; but we shall never be wistful to know 
that which they cannot tell us. They will say the right 
thing in the right place ; and '* no communication will 
proceed out of their mouth, but that which is good to the 
use of edifying." Yea, every theme they may touch, though 
never so bright and beautiful in itself, will be made more 
so by their own splendour and loveliness. Plato says :— 
'* There is nothing so delightful as the hearing,, or the 
speaking, of truth." What, then, must it be to listen to 
truth, in its most emphatic and attractive forms, from the 
lips of such distinguished orators 1 And what must be 
their pleasure in imparting it ! 
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But even this, albeit unspeakably momentous and 
blessed, is not the highest intent of our union with them. 
We shall have services to perform together as well 
as privileges to enjoy. Creation and providence will '* de- 
mand of us a song,*' expressive alike of our wonder and 
joy ; but redemption chiefest of all, because it is the most 
stupendous exhibition that has ever been made, or could 
be made, of the character and perfection of Deity. 
Angels will, indeed, readily chime in with us in this life- 
long exercise of eternity : but not with such a degree of 
interest ; for while their own destiny is, in some way and 
to some extent, associated with this greatest of all divine 
works, we shall owe our very all to ii. Had it not been 
for this, we had not only lost all the felicity and glory of 
heaven, but had our portion in the restless surges of the 
lake that bumeth with fire and brimstone. Oh, the 
inexpressible bliss of climbing, step by step, the won- 
drous " height '' of redeeming love, and finding altitudes 
still above us, — of fathoming gradually its wondrous 
" depth," and finding deeps still lower, — of sweeping its 
wondrous "length and breadth," and finding immensities 
still opening beyond, — of knowing this wondrous mystery, 
and finding it " passing knowledge " still 1 No marvel 
that, as praise is the meet expression of gratitude, one 
should represent the saved as then — 

" Upraising a voice 
Which will even emalate eternity 
In its triumphant over- blessedness 1 " 
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In this sublime and blissful exercise our sainted little 
children will surely participate. According to Jesus, they 
form a great portion of the redeemed ; " for of such," He 
says, "is the kingdom of heaven." From our nurseries 
on earth to His Eden in glory, God has transplanted the 
loveliest flowers ere they have bloomed, — the best trees 
ere they have borne fruit. Hence heaven will be all the 
more delightful, its fellowship all the more welcome, and 
its song all the more harmonious for the presence and 
influence of little children. Indeed, the glorified family 
would be incomplete without them. The song of redemp- 
tion would be wanting in full diapason, if their sweet, 
treble voices did not mingle with those of the elder min- 
strels of the sky and of ransomed men ; one golden string 
at least would be lacking in the lyres of glory, if they did 
not sound forth the praises of Emmanuel. While others 
will sing of His manhood teachings, and struggles, and 
dying, and rising again, they will sing of His childhood 
life, and of His tender regard for young children during 
the period of His incarnation. " The manger-cradle of 
Bethlehem, — the infant Saviour on His mother's breast, 
the divine Child in the temple, — the God-Man taking 
little ones up in His arms and blessing them," — His glad 
acceptance of their hosannahs when He entered Jerusalem 
as its king, — these, and other touching episodes in ** the 
great poem of redemption," will be set to celestial music, 
expressly for them to sing. And this they will do in 
tones which will fascinate all heaven, and provoke the 
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loud exclaim : — " Out of the mouth of babes and suck- 
lings Thou hast perfected praise ! " 

In the Apocalyptic vision there occur seven instances of 
the express form of worship and song in heaven. It was 
high festival ; and the gates were thrown wide open for 
St. John to witness each celebration. The first, which 
seems to have been the most glorious, occurred soon after 
his banishment to Patmos, on one thrice-hallowed mom, 
when his mind was wholly absorbed with thoughts of 
Jesus. No sound disturbed his holy musings, except that 
of the iB)gean sea, which rolled its blue waves on the quiet 
strand along which he wandered. Suddenly he " heard 
behind him a great noise, as of a trumpet sounding, 
saying — I am Alpha and Omega, the First and the Last." 
When he turned to see Him who spake with him, he was 
filled with awe and consternation. The united glories of 
his unexpected Visitant rendered him so powerless, that he 
fell to the earth, and lay at His feet " as dead," until 
** He laid His right hand upon him, saying — ^Fear not." 
Strengthened by the divine touch, and cheered by the 
divine utterance — the old familiar touch, and the old 
familiar voice, after all — John was suitably prepared for a 
series of divine revelations. Vision after vision passed 
before his astonished spirit, till at length, to climax the 
whole, the Mount of God rose before him, bathed in a 
light all its own, and on its dazzling summit, seated on 
His sapphire-coloured throne, amid a group of resplendent 
elders, " a Lamb, as it had been slain." 
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" StiQnets etlieraal reiga'd, and forth tppear'd 
Ecfltatic ereatnret, robed in fleecy light. 
Together flocking from celestial haunts 
And mannons of porporeal monld ; — a snmless host 
Of cherubim, and bright pavilions rank'd 
In endless file." 

As John gazed on this magnificent pageant, and *' wonder- 
ed greatly to what all this woold lead," one of the elders 
struck his golden harp, and instantly every string in 
heayen awoke to a tide of rich-toned melody, which 
filled " the bridal city of the Lord," and then rolled back, 
full Tolnmed, to the divine fount whence it issued. Then 
followed the " new song " — " new," because it was con- 
sequent on redemption, and therefore distinguished from 
all the songs of adoration chanted in heaven before that 
amazing work was consummated. One of the four-and- 
twenty elders — very likely the one who first struck his 
golden harp— commenced the anthem, and immediately a 
hundred and forty-four thousand singers, clad in robes of 
sun-like gorgeousness, and with the Father's name written 
in burning capitals on their foreheads, joined in singing : — 
" Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by Thy 
blood, out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and 
nation; and hast made us unto our God — kings and 
priests." No sooner had glorified men ceased, than 
"many angels" — "ten thousand times ten thousand, 
and thousands of thousands" — took up the ascription, 
" saying with a loud voice — Worthy is the Lamb that was 
slain, to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and 
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strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing.'* And 
then all joined — "every creature in heaven, and on 
earth, and under the earth, and such as were in the sea,'* 
saying — ** Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, be 
unto Him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the 
Lamb for ever and ever." The " Amen " which closed 
and crowned this sublime doxology, was repeated again 
and again, each time with stronger yet sweeter emphasis, 
until it swelled triumphantly away, and infinity resounded 
with its harmony ! 

Thus — O soul-enrapturing thought ! — will our higher 
fellowship with the holy angels be principally distin- 
guished, and thus Avill the unending ages of the great 
future be chiefly occupied by us. 

O happy home ! O holy assembly ! O blissful engage- 
ments ! How earnestly should we as Christians prepare 
ourselves for this consummation ! And yet the very 
preliminaries indispensably necessary to its perfect realiza- 
tion are often distasteful and wearisome to us. We 
would have the crown without the cross — the glory 
without the labour — ^the song without the battle. Hence 
present enjoyments are often preferred by us before 
future blessednesses ; and even trifles serve sometimes to 
draw us aside from that which should be the prime 
business of our lives, and the absorbing passion of our 
hearts. "We are," laments the devout Sibbes, "like 
foolish children, who, when their father sends them forth, 
and bids them hie home again, are stopped and hin- 
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dered by every flower they discover in the field, every 
siga they see in the street, every companion they meet in 
the way." The money-seeker longs for the time when 
he shall gather and store his golden heap ; the archi- 
tect for the day when the last piece of scaffolding 
shall be removed from his projected building ; the his- 
torian for the hour when his mental lore shall be collected 
into one massive tome ; and the sculptor for the moment 
when the final touch shall be given to his almost breathing 
marble. So should it be with us. We should yearn, 
and pray, and live for home, and never rest until we 
arrive there. Everything tends to its proper place. 
** Let a stone be removed from the centre, and it will 
never be quiet until restored again. Let a bird be far 
away from the nest when it grows toward night, and 
she will return as it were on the wings of the wind. 
Let a poor beast be loosed from its fastening, and though 
its entertainment there be but slender, it will home as fast 
as it can. Now, since it is so with every creature, why 
should it not be so with us ?" Beside, what is there on 
earth to hold us back? We cannot possibly find rest 
beneath the throne of God ; and everything, as with 
voice of seven-fold utterance, enjoins us to seek it there. 
The present life will soon terminate. The pulse is 
already quivering at the wrist, and the heart trembling 
and hesitating at the side. Our feet must therefore be 
searing the goal ; and were our eyes clearer, we 
should easily discern the bright lights of home break- 
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ing through the mists and darkness of the wilderness. 
Once there, how vastly different will our experience be 
from what it now is ! Scarcely a day passes over us 
here that we do not sicken at some unworthiness or 
hypocrisy; but there — all is noble, and generous, and 
transparent. Often are we disappointed and chilled by the 
coldness of those from whom wejustly expect the warmest 
tokens of affection ; but there — all love with a passion 
stronger than death, and purer than the light. Here — sus- 
picion, and rivalry, and strife are apparent on every side ; 
but there — mutual confidence, endearing inteirchange, and 
unbroken peace. Nay, whatever is truly estimable, and 
attractive, and delightful, will be found evermore in 
heaven ! How can it be otherwise P The elite of the uni- 
verse are there ; and " the King of Saints " is " the glory 
in their midst." Indeed, if it were possible to comprise, 
in a single description, all the glories and felicities of 
that higher world, it would be this : — Heaven is the 
HOME OF Jesus. Hence St. Paul, gathering all his 
anticipations up into one master-wish, exclaimed : — " I 
have a desire to depart, and to be with Christ.'* And 
Christ Himself, penetrating the secret of celestial hope, 
and knowing what was the grand ultimatum of its desires, 
thus reciprocated its wishes by demanding His own : — 
" Father ! I will that they also, whom Thou hast given 
Me, be with Me where I am ; that they may behold My 
glory, which Thou hast given Me." Tes ! He longs for 
our presence and companionship with an infinite longing. 
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That He might lift us to the very heights of heaven, He 
came down to the very gates of hell 1 That He might 
exalt ns to sit with Him on His glorious throne, He 
hung upon the accursed tree ! Accordingly He says: — 
** I will take you to Myself." Oh, while it will be an 
unutterable pleasure to fraternize, not with ideal persons 
and strangers, but with those who know us as we know 
ourselves, and love us with an undying affection, it will be 
"far better" still to fraternize with Jesus — our Elder 
Brother, yet Lord of all 1 His smile will prove the life 
of our beatitude! His presence the guarantee of our 
everlasting safety I Then — 

" Home to the Angel Land ; 

Home where no shadows fall ; 
Home to the golden strand ; 

Home to the Monarch's hall ; 
Home from all risk of harm ; 

Home to the land of rest ; 
Home to our Father's arm ; 

Home to oar Saviour's hreast 1 " 



FINIS. 



London: J. & W. Ridbb Printers, 14, Bartholomew Close. 



EEYIEWS OF "OUE M&EL COMPAnONS." 



The Churdunan's Shilling Magazine. 

** The subject of the ministry of angels is one which in these 
days the Church practically seems to have lost sight of. . . . 
Mr. Dayies has done good service in publishing the book before 
118. It will be read with interest and attention. . . . We 
very heartily recommend his volume." 

The Weekly ''Review. 

** It is the fashion in this materialistic age, which refuses to 
believe whatsoever is not visible, credible, or tangible, to turn 
away fix)m the subject of angelology as from one of the exploded 
superstitions of the past. This distaste of the immaterial and 
supernatural, so far as angelic existences are concerned, is in part 
a re-action frt)m 'the foolish notions, which,' as Calvin in his 
Institutes remarks, * have been delivered by idle men concerning 
angelic orders, without warrant from the word of God.' But 
Mr. Davies is not to be classed among them. He has not 
altogether restrained the play of the imagination; but he has 
adhered throughout with remarkable fidelity to the Law and 
Testimony ; and of Our Angel Companions we can say nothing 
higher in the way of praise than this — that it is well fitted to 
check the wild fancies of some pious men, to rebuke the cold, 
creedless materialism of others, and to encourage all to study 
more, and contemplate oftener for strength and comfort — a 
subject which, among Protestants especially, has fallen into 
unmerited neglect." 

The Christian Observer. 

** "Written with much eloquence." 

Public Opinion. 

"The Rev. Mr. Davies is the author of several religious 
works ; but the present, we fancy, will insure for him a larger 
number of readers than he has previously gained, large as they 
may have been. The number, attributes, and service of our 
angel companions is a bold subject on which to descant ; but Mr. 
Davies has approached it in a devout spirit, making the Holy 
Scriptures his chief authority and guide, and sometimes quoting 
the same passages to illustrate or confirm different portions of the 
same theme. The result is that his ten chapters — on a subject 
almost altogether ignored by literary divines — are pleasant, pious 
reading, full of deep religious thought, and calculated to impress 
the mind with the beauty of that old faith which held intimate 
fellowship with invisible realities, and bowed lovingly, yet 
reverentially, in the shadow of holy mysteries." 



65, Paternoster Row, London. 

WORKS 

PUBLISHED BT 

HOULSTON & WRIGHT. 



THE ILLUSTRATED JOSEPHUS. 
New and Cheap Edition. 

The Autobiography of Flavins Josephus^ and 

his History of the Jewish War. A new translation, 
by the Rev. Robert Traill, LL.D., with Explana- 
tory Introduction and Notes by Isaac Taylor. 
One Handsome Volume of 800 pages, with 75 
Illustrations on Steel, made expressly for the Work. 
Extra cloth, gilt top, gilt back and side, 2Ss. 

" Whether we consider the superior style of the Translation, the 
excellence of the Notes, the value of the Illustrations, or the care 
bestowed on the getting up of the Work, this edition of * Josephus ' 
must be of great service to Biblical and Theological Students of all 
classes, while others will find it the best available substitute for 
competent scholarship. The name of the Editor, Mr. Isaac Taylor, 
is a host in itself, and the honour of that name is here worthily 
maintained. " — A themeum, 

** Mr. Taylor was induced to take part with the Rev. Robert 
Tiaill in bringing out a new Translation of * Josephus.' This costly 
and magnificent work was accompanied with numerous Illustrations, 
engrav^ by some most ingenious machinery, the invention of Mr. 
Taylor."— 7/Vw/j. 

Hymns on the Holy Communion. By Ada 

Cambridge, Author of " Hymns on the Litany," 
&a Small 4to., cloth antique, red edges, 3s. 6d. 

** A very superior volume indeed, and many of the pieces deserve 
high praise.'' — Literary Churchman, 

"They exactly express the sound, healthy union of practice 
founded on faith, and of duty associated with love. " — Press. 

** The hymns are uniformly meritorious, and the subjects chosen. 
tf^ of lasting moment ^^'— Oxford Herald, 



2 WORKS PUBLISHED BY HOULSTON AND WRIGHT. 

English Lyrics: a Collection of English 

Poetry of the Present Day, Arranged by the Rev. 
R. H. Baynes, MiiAw Editor of " Lyra AngKcana." 
Dedicated to the Lord Bishop of Oxford. In 
crown 8vo., with Frontispiece by John LeigAton, 
F.S.A. Toned paper, cloth antique, red edges, 55. 

** A charming Collection of lyrical Poetry." — John Bull. 

"The material temple is only a fit structure for the shrine 
within." — Clerical Journal. 

** A most welcome and valuable gift." — Standard. 

**The Collection may be praised both for the sentiment, chiefly 
religious, which pervades it, and for its merits of execution." — 
Athenaum. 

'* Carefully and discreetly edited." — Guardian. 

* * A really valuable Collection of some of the purest gems from 
our English poets." — Church and State Review. 

Lyra Anglicana : Hymns and Sacred Songs, 

Collected and arranged by the Rev. Robert H. 
Baynes, M.A., Editor of " English Lyrics," &c. 
The Thirty-sixth Thousand. Toned paper, clotb 
antique, red edges, 3 s. 6d. 

* ^ Deserves warm recommendation. " — Guardian. 

**Its intrinsic merits are very considerable." — Spectator. 

**The printer, the paper-maker, and the binder have united 
their skill to give a finished beauty to the book, which we have 
great pleasure in heartily recommending. " — Literary Churchman, 

**The pieces have a more finished poetical character than the 
generality of hymns. " — Clerical Journal. 

** A more elegant little volume in appearance has not for a long 
time issued from the press." — Press. 

" In all respects a devotional book. " — Liverpool Albion. 

The Lays of the Pious Minstrels: a Collection 

of English Sacred Poetry^ including a few Trans- 
lations from Foreign Writers, Edited and arranged 
by Henry Wright. The Eleventh Thousand. 
Toned paper, cloth antique, red edges, 3s. 6d. 

**We have much pleasure in recommending this, as much on 
account of its contents as for its charming exterior.** — Standard. 

" A beautiful volume, both externally and in the nature of its 
contents. " — Clerical Journal, 

** A pleasant and interesting gift book.** — Press. 



WORKS PUBLISHED BY HOULSTON AND WRIGHT. 3 

Svngs for the People. By the Rev. Alan 

Brodrick, Vicar of Bramshaw. ' With a Preface by 

the Lord Bishop of OxMrb. Illuminated Title, 

cloth antique, red edges, 3s. 6d. 

''It is very rare that we have met with such a Cbllection, and we 

have much pleasure in commending it to universal perusal" — 

Oxford Herald, 

**One volume only which contains anything like poetry, — the 
Songs for the People, by the Rev. Alan Brodrick. His verse is 
full of power and picturesqueness." — Westminster Review, 

Flowers and Fruit, gathered by Loving Hands 

from Old English Gardens. Arranged by Emily 
Taylor. Fourth thousand. Toned paper, cloth 
antique, red edges, 2s. 6d. 

** Nothing poor or mean finds a place here, all is fragrant, beau- 
tifiil, and precious.'*— />fl//v News, 

** Much taste and a true perception of real poetry have guided 
the selection." — Clerical yotimal. 

History of Progress in Great Britain. In 

Two Series. The first Series contains Agriculture, 
Roads, Water Conveyance, Domestic Architecture, 
Navigation, Geographical Discovery. The second 
Series contains Manufactures, Commerce, Religious 
Liberty, Civil Liberty. Copiously illustrated, demy 
8vo., cloth, each 5s. 

"Characterized by clear statement and simple narrative, easy of 
comprehension, and very pleasant to read. " — Glasgow Citizen, 

** We are much pleased with the volume, and willingly acknow- 
ledge the careful and correct way in which it has been written." — 
Critic, 

The Illustrated Book of Scottish Song, 

Edited by Charles Mackay, LL.D. New Edition, 
^carefully revised by Charles Rogers, LL.D. 
Toned paper, Tartan cloth, gilt edges, 3s. 6d. 

** Not only carefully revised, but considerably enlarged, so as to 
bring the work down to the latest information about Scottish Songs 
and Song Writers." — Observer, 

"A very valuable and carefully selected collection of Highland 
Songs and Ballads." — Era, 



4 WORKS PUBLISHED BY HOULSTON AMt> WKIGHf. 

(it£t ^ooks for goong ^nsons. 

Each with full-page niustrations, extra cloth, red or gilt edges, 3s. 6d. 

1. Conrade Vemer, By Martha Lee. 

2. The Indian Pi^rinCs Progress. By Mrs. Sherwood. 

3. The Infant Pilgrim's Progress, By Mrs. Sherwood. 

4. Stories on the Church Catechism. By Mrs. Sherwood. 

5. Happy Evenings, By Mrs. C. L. Balfour. 
• 6. Moral Heroism, By Mrs. C. L. Balfour. 

7. Sunbeams for all Seasons, By Mrs. C. L. Balfour. 

8. Uphill Work, By Mrs. C. L. Balfour. 

9. The Women of Scripture, By Mrs. C. L. Balfour. 

10. Drawing for Young Children, 150 Engravings. 

1 1. England and its People, By Miss Emily Taylor. 

12. Great Facts. By F. C. Bakewell. 

13. TTiafs It. By the Author of " Enquire Within." 

14. Walks Abroad and Evenings at Home, By the 

Author of " Enquire Within." 

15. Wise Counsels^ a Book for Young Men, By the 

Rev. Thomas Binney. 



§ift 5i<Jol5s for gonng persons. 

Printed on toned paper, with Frontispiece in Colours, and several 
Illustrations on wood. Crown 8vo., cloth, each is. 6d. ; or 
cloth, gilt sides and edges, each 2s. 6d. 

1. TTie Mimic^ and two other Stories for Boys, By Maria 

Edgeworth. 

2. The Bracelets and the Good French Governess. Two 

Stories for Girls. By Maria Edgeworth. 

3. Lazy Lawrence and Simple Susan, Two Stories for 

Young Persons. By Maria Edgeworth. ^ 

4. The Last Shilling, By the Rev. P. B. Power. 

5. Little Henry &» his Bearer Boosy, By Mrs. Sherwood. 

6. Charles Lorraifu^the Young Soldier, By Mrs. Sherwood. 

7. Emma and her Nurse, By Mrs. Cameron. 

8. Pleasant Rhymes for Little Readers. By Josephine. 



WORKS PUBLISHED BY HOULSTON AND WRIGHT. $ 

<@ift $aohs for ^^onirg ^trsons. 

IHustrated, and handsomely bound in cloth extra, gilt 
back and side. Each One Shilling. 

1. Zitf/e Henry and his Bearer, By Mrs. Sherwood. 

2. Little Woodman and his Dog, By Mrs. Sherwood. 

3. Lucy Clare, By Mrs. Sherwood. . 

4. Sergeant Dale, By Mrs. Sherwood. 

5. Recaptured Negro, By Mrs. Sherwood. 

6. Susan Gray, By Mrs. Sherwood. 

7. Gipsy Babes^ ^c. By Mrs. Sherwood. 

8. Emily^ and her Mother, By Mrs. Sherwood. 

9. Emma and her Nurse, By Mrs. Cameron. 

10. Last Shilling, By Rev. P. B. Power. 

11. Pleasant Tales, By Old Humphrey. 

12. New Jack the Giant Killer, By Mrs. Lamont. 

13. Family Scenes in a Mining District, 

14. An Hour with the Kings, By Rev. T. Bourne. 



By Mrs. Sherwood, Mrs. Cameron, &c., all with new 
Frontispieces, cloth, gilt edges, each Sixpence. 



1. Charles Lorraine, 

2. History of Lucy Clare, 

3. History of Susan Gray. 

4. Sergeant Dale and the 

Orphan Mary, 

5. Little Henry and his 

Bearer, 

6. The Little Woodman 

and his Dog, 

7. TJie Lost Pocket-Book, 

8. The Oakengates Wake, 

9. The Pink Tippet, 

10. The Potter's Common, 



11. The Raven and Doz^e, 

12. Waste Not ^ Want Not, 

13. WcUts^s Divine ami 

Moral Songs, 

14. Margaret Whyte, 

15. Goody Two Shoes. 

16. My Aunt Kate, 

17. The First Parable. 

18. Jem^ the Donkey Boy of 

Blackheath, 

19. Polite Little Children^ 

and Lost Child, 



WORKS PX7BUSHED BY HOtJLSTON AND VnUORT. 

dift 360ohs on J^Iokrs anb girbs. 

B^TTHE rev. R. TYAS, QUEEN'S COLLEGE, 

CAMBRIDGE. 

Wild Flowers of England Popularly De- 
scribed. One handsome Volnme, with Twenty-four 
beautifully Coloured Groups, by James Andrews, 
F.R.H.S. Cloth elegant, gilt sides and edges, 15s. 

Choice GardeUr Flowers. Their Cultivation 

and General Treatment. With Twelve Coloured 
Plates, by Andrews. Extra cloth, gilt edges, 
3s. 6d. 

Flowers from the Holy Land, or the Plants 

of Scripture, Twelve Coloured Plates, by Andrews. 
Cloth, gilt edges, 5s. 

Flowers of Foreign Lands, their History and 
Botany, Twelve Coloured Plates, by Andrews. 
Cloth, gilt edges, 5s. 

Flowers and Heraldry, or Floral Emblems 

and Heraldic Figures, Twenty-four Emblazoned 
Plates, by Andrews. Cloth, gilt edges, 5s. 

Sentiment of Flowers, or the Language of 

Flora, Six Coloured Plates, by Andrews. Cloth, 
gilt edges, 5s. 

Handbook of the Language of Flowers. With 
Coloured Group, by Andrews. Cloth, gilt edges. 
One Shilling. 

Handbook of the Language of Flowers, 

abridged. A Lilliputian Edition may still be had, 
silk, gilt edges, price is. Sewed, Sixpence. 

Beautiful Birds, their History, Structure, 

df'c. Three Series. Thirty-Six Coloured Plates, 
by Andrews. Cloth, gilt edges, each separate, 
3s. 6d. 



WORKS PUBUSHED BY HOULSTON AND WRIGHT. 7 

§ift $ooks on ^arbening anb jf arming. 

BY GEORGE GLENN Y, F.R.H.S. 

"Mr. Glenny is so great an authority on all matters relating to 
the garden, that we hail the publication of these works with much 
pleasure." — Oxford Journal, 

**The merest tyro may take spade in hand, and, under the 
direction of these books, raise a little Eden around him. They are 
published at so reasonable a price that they may be possessed by 
any one who desires to be instructed by theoa." — Glasgow Herald, 

Glenny' s Culture of Flowers and Plants, 

Crown 8vo., cloth, 5 s. 6d. 

Glenny s Culture of Fruits and Vegetables. 

Crown 8vo., cloth, 55. 6d. 

Glenny' s Gardener s Every-Day Book of 

Horticulture and Floriculture, Crown 8vp., cl., 5 s. 6d. 

Glenny' s Complete Handbook to the Flower 

Garden and Greenhouse, Ctown Svo., cloth, 5s. 6d. 

Glenny s Manual of Practical Gardening. 

Crown 8vo., cloth, 5s. 6d. 

Glenny s Handy Book on Gardenings with the 

Golden Rules for Gardeners, Crown 8vo., cloth, 
limp, One Shilling. 

Glenny' s Gardening for the Million^ and 

Amateur^ s and Cottager's Guide, Revised and Cor- 
rected. Upwards of 130,000 copies have been 
issued of this Manual. Medium i8mo., cl., limp, 6d. 

Glenny' s Properties of Flowers and Plants. 

The acknowledged Standard. Crown 8vo., cloth, 
limp. One ShiUing. 

Glenny' s Properties of Fruits and Vegetables. 

Foolscap 8vo., cloth, limp. One Shilling. 

Glenny s Farming for the Million. Contain- 
ing upwards of Forty Papers on Farm Implements, 
Drainage, Cultivation, Stock, Harvest, &c. Crown 
8vo., cloth, limp. One Shilling. 



8 WORKS PUBLISHED BY HOULSTON AND WRIGHT. 

IPopnIar d^Hncatioiml W&axlis. 

BY SAMUEL NEIL, 
Rector of the Academy, Moflat 

'* Mr. Neil has produced Manuals of no small value for the 
young and thoughtful. To such we warmly commend his produc- 
tions?* — Ctiy Press, 

" Admirably adapted to fulfil the Author's desire to give accuracy 
to thought in its best fitting and most engaging form.'* — Globe, 

''FuU of good sense, expressed in the dearest and simplest 
form.** — Globe, 

The Art of Public Speaking. An Exposition 

of the Principles of Oratory — Parliamentary, Fo- 
rensic, and Pulpit Sewed is. 

Public Meetings and How to Conduct Them, 

A Handy Guide to a Knowledge of the Rights and 
Duties of the Promoters, Frequenters, Speakers, 
and Chairmen at Popular Assemblies. Sewed is. 

Pope's {Alexander)^ Essay on Criticism, 

Annotated, Parsed, and specially Prepared for the 
use of Candidates, for examination at the London 
University and other Colleges. Sewed, is. 

The Elements of Rhetoric. A Manual of the 

Laws of Taste, including the Theory and Practice 
of Composition. Sewed, 2s. 

Culture and Self-Culture. A Guide to the 

Improvement of the Mind and Life. Sewed is. 

The Young Debater. A Handbook for 

Mutual Improvement and Debating Societies. 
Fourteenth Thousand. Sewed, is. 

Composition and Elocution, How to Write 

and Speak the English Language correctly. Six- 
teenth Thousand. Sewed, is. 



^ 



